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The compiler of the feilowing work is 
among those who believe that the occasional 
indulgence in sallies of wit and sports of 
fiuocy is not' only perfectly innocent, but en- 
tiioly compatible with true .maxdiness and 
«^ digi^ of character. He has not formed 
JL this ooDclusion hastily ; but, firom a pretty 
J extenaiTe observationi he believes himself 
able to pfODOUZioe, that men of the highest 
intellect in the various professions and cir- 
cles of society, are generally characterized 
V by a strcxig relish for humour, and a fondness 
for observing traits of originality and ec- 
centricity. Indeed, it may be considered a 
]»etty well-established fact, that a fme stroke 
of humour — a fair hit — finds a ready recep- 
tion with the learned and the illiterate, the 
^rave and the gay, the young and the old, 
or, in other words, approves itself to the 
common sense of mankind. 

Most of the compilations of anecdotes, 
however, are rendered -unfit^ for the ijervis^L 
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Wh^field, 

Dr. Frankun, in his Memoirs, bears witness to 
the extraordinary effect which was produced by Mr. 
Wliitfield^s preaching in America; and relates an 
anecdote equally characteristic of the preacher and 
of himself. " I happened,*' says the doctor, " to at- 
tend one of his sermons, in the course of which I 
perceived be intended to finish with a collection, 
and I silently resolved he shoold get nothing from 
me. I had in my pocket a handful of copper 
money, three or four alver doDars, and five pistoles 
in gold. As he proceeded, I began to soflcn, and 

>>«oncluded to give tlie copper. Anotlier stroke of 
his oratory made me ashamed of that, and deter- 
mined roe to give the silver ; and he finished so ad- 
miraUy, that I emptied my pocket wholly into the 
collector's dish, gold and all. At this sermon there 
was also one of our club ; who being of my senti- 
ments respecting the object of the charity, and sus- 

-' pecting a collection might be intended, had by pre- 
caution emptied his pockets before he came firom 
home : towards the conclusion of the discourse, 
however, he felt a strong inclination to give, and 
applied to a neighbour who stood near him to lend 
him some money for the purpose. The rao^iesl 
/bituDately made to peiViaigia ti)QA ocX^ isasl v^ 
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16 HDHOURIST^S OWN BOOK.^ 

company who had the firmneBs not to be aflfeoted - 
by the preacher. His answer was, * At any other 
tune, friend Hodgkinson, I would lend to thee 
freely ; bat not now, for thcc seems to be out of thy 
right senses.'** 

Casting Ructions. 

In the late Professor Hill*s claas, the gilded but- 
tons of one of the students happened to reflect the . 
rays of the Bun upon the Profes8or*s fiicc, who, as 
may be supposed, ordered the gentleman to give 
over throwing reflections on him. The stadent* 
totally ignorant of the matter, with the \itmoet sim- 
plicity ^id, ** That he would be the last in the class 
who would cast reflections on the Professor.** 

Union of Literary Compositions. ',^ 

At a large literary party in Edinburgh some *^ 
years ago, it was mentioned that a certain well- '"^ 
known literary character had written two poems, 
one called "The Bible,** the other "The Ocean;" 
that he was offering them to the booksellers, who, 
however, would not accede to his terms of publica- 
tion; and that the worthy author was therefwe 
puzzled not a little as to what he should do with his 
productions. " Why,** remarked a sarcastic gentle- 
man, who was present, " I think the doctor could 
not do better than throw the one into the oUier." 

Pun by the Ettrick Shepherd, 

Some literary and scientific gentlemen one day 
dined with Mr. Ho^g at his farm of Mont Benger, 
when it was mentioned by some one, as a strange 
ihiog; that Dr, Parr shodld hvre U\a\^ \K«ci tcMs\ 
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lisd IB a somewhat clandestine way, and that no- 
body knew who his wife was, or any thing about 
her. ** Ah,** said the shepherd, ** I am afraid she 
must have been a Utile beliw Par. 

Daft WiUie Law 

Was the descendant of an ancient family, nearly 
relate to the famous John Law, of Laurieston, tms 
cdebraled financier of Franca Willie, on that ac- 
count, was often spoken to, and taken notice o^ by 
gentlemen of distinction. Posting one day through 
l[irkaldy with more than ordinary speed, he was 
met by the late Mr. Oswald, of Dunnikicr, who 
asked him where he was going in such a hurry. 
** Going!" says Willie, with apparent surprise, 
•*I'm gaen to my cousin Lord Elgin's buriuL" 
Your cousin Lord Elgrin's burial, you fool '. Lord 
in's not dead," replied Mr. Oswald. ** Ahl dejl 
care," quoth Willie, " there's sax doctors out o' 
mbro* at*im, and they'll hac hirn dead afore I 
win for it" 

The Dead Alive, 

Some hypochondriacs have fancied themselves 
miseraUy afflicted in one way, and some in another ; 
some have insisted that they were tea-pots, and 
some that they were town-clocks ; one that he was 
extremely ill, and another that he was actually 
dying. But, perhaps, none of this blue-devil class 
ever matched in extravagance a patient of the late 
Dr. Stevenson, of Baltimore. 

This hypochondriac, after ringing the change of 
every mod conc^t that ever tormented a crazy 
brain, woidd have it at last that Vub 'v^a ^^^A^^^*»r 
jdJjr dcud Dr. Stcvenaoti bsiviTv^ >ac»ii «fctsX %st ^^s*- 

B 





^ 



mominr in emX bnte, 1^ the wile of his patient, 
hutcnn [0 tui bed-side, where he found him streuh- 
cd out tt lull length, his hands acroH his brcust, hie 
toes in contiict. bis eyes and mouth closely shut, 
tnd his looks cadavcrous- 

" Well, air, how do joa do 1 hoiv do you do, this 
inoruinK ?' asked Dr. Stevenson, in a iocular vaj, 
sppronching his bed. *• How do I do P re;iliBd tiie 
hypochondriac faiotly; " a pretty question to ask n 
dead man." "Dead!" replied the doctor. "Yes, 
sir, dead, quite dead. I died last night about twelnt 

Dr. Stci-enson putting iiis hand gently on the 
foreliend of the hypochondriac, aa if to MCerlain 
wiiellvcr it was cold, and also lleGng his pnlw, ei- 
cbimed in a doleful lone, " Yes, the poor man is 
dead enough; His all over with him, and now the 
■ooncT he can be buried the better." Then slcppinf ■_[ 
Dp to his wile, and wliiaperlng to lier not taht.'fC 
frightened at the ineasurca he wae about to lake, he 7 
called to the serTojit : ■ My boy, your poor niaaler 

ground the better. Run lo C m, for I know be 

always keeps New England coflios by him ready 
made ; and, do Joa hear, bring a coffin of the 
largest siic, (or your master makes a stoat corpse, 
and having died last night, and Ibo woathet being 
warm, he will not keep long." 

Away went Ibo servant, and soon relomed with 
a proper coffin. The wife and family having sol 
tiicii lesson from the doctor, galtiered round hun, 
and howled not a httlc, while they were putting Uie 
body in the coffin. Presently (he paU-hoaren, who 
nrere quiokly prorided, nnd let into the secret, start- 
ed with tin hypochondiiac for the t^urcli-jard. 
'Tbej liad not gone far before they vera met bjr 
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of the town's pec^le, who having been properly 
drilled by Stevenson, cried oat, ** i\Jb, doctor, what 
poor soul have you got there ?" 

" Poor Mr. B ," sighed the doctor, " left ns 

last night" 

•• Great pity he had not left us twenty years ago," 
replied the other ; ^ he was a bad man.** 

Presently another of the townsmen met them 
with the same question, ** And what poor soul have 
yoa got there, doctor?" 

•• Poor Mr. B ,'* answered the doctor again, 

*ig d^d." 

**Ah! indeed," said the other; **and so he is 
gone to meet his deserts at last" 

'*Oh villain!" exclaimed the man in the cc^in. 

Soon after this, while the pall-bearers were rest- 
ing themselves near the churcli-yard, another step- 
ped up with the old question again, " What poor 
■odI have you got there, doctor?** 

" Poor Mr. B— — ," he replied, " is gone." 

** Yes, and to the bottomless pit,*| said the other ; 
" for if he has not gone there, I see not what use 
there is for such a place.** Here the dead man, 
bursting off the lid of the coflin, which had been 
purposely left loose, leaped out, exclaiming, "Oh 
yoa villain ! I am gone to the bottomless pit, am I ? 
Well, I am come back again, to pay such ungrate- 
ful rascals as you are.*' A chase was immediately 
commenced, by the dead man after tlie living, to 
the petrifying consternation of many of the specta- 
tors, at sight of a corpse, in all the horrors of the 
winding-sheet, running through the streets. After 
having exercised himself into a coj)ious perspiration 
by the fantastic race, the hypochondriac was 
brought home by Dr. Stcvenaon, ftc»^ iia«\. 'sJ^Nxsa 
eomfiaintB; and by Btrengtheiaa^ ^oo^ ^\i«vs^ 
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Tha Rererbnd Mr. Thorn of Gt 
ftom Paislpy, on a particular oc 
with two gcDtlenicn, heriLors of hi 
lately been made juaticcs of the p 
ing him well mounted, as usDitI, 
to pasB a joke on him, and ncco 
"Well, Mr. Thorn, you are very i 

BSB,'" Boya Mr. Thom, " there's no 
gotten now-B-daya," "Ay, how'i 
" BecauBE," replied Mr, Thorn, " 
them a' juttKct Bf thf peace ."' 



In the American war, a New- 
chased by a small French prival 
four guns, with plenty of ainall ari 
to etand a bm^ with the cncDi] 
t^en priBooers. Among several 
was an athletic Quaker, who, thai 
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wnxj lolicitation to lend a band, aa beiDg contra 
to his religioaa tenets, kept walking backwaids a; 
fiirwarda on the deck, without any apparent fe) 
flie enemy oil the time pouring in their shot 
length, the veseela having approached ckiae to ea 
other, a disposition to board was manifested by t 
French, which was very soon put in execution ; a* 
the Quaker, being on the look-out, unexpected 
sprang towards ti^ first roan that jumped on boai 
and grapfding him forcibly by the collar, coolly sa 
** Fhend, thou liast no bi^siness here,** at the sar 
time ^listing him over the ship's side. 

Timber to Timber, 

At the placing of Mr. F-rl-ng, minister of t 
Chapel of Ease, Glasgow, of whose abilities IV 
Thorn entertained no great opinion, when they car 
to that part of the ceremony where the hands a 
imposed, the other members of the presbytery we 
mokine room for Mr. Thom, that he might get ft 
ward his hand on the head of Mr. F-rl-ng lil> 
wise ; but Mr. Thom, keeping at a distance, sa 
** No, na, timmer to timmer will do weel enougl 
laying his staff on the head of the new divine. 

Schoolboy^t Quesfums. 

Three boys at school, learning their cateehis 
the one asked the other how far he had got? 
which he answered, " I*m at a state o* sin and m: 
ery.** He then asked another what length he wai 
to which he replied, " I'm just at effectual calling 
They were both anxious, of course, to learn he 
fkr he was himself and having' aftkedbvK^ V& <« 
Mw&red, ** Past redemyttion.''^ 




Columbui. 
When Columbus, oOer hnVing discmcrei 
WB«tcm hemiaphcre, was, by order of the Ki 
Spain, brought home from America in chuai 
csptuin of the ship, who was intimately BCqua 
with hia character, his knonlcdge, and his ta 
offered to free him from Lis chQin^ nnd aiaV 
psBwigc aa agreeable oa powiblc. Columbua rej 
hiB friendly offer, eayin|;, " Sir, I tliank you 
thcHC elidina ore the rewards and liououra fi 
■crviccB, from my king, whom 1 have scrv, 
fUthfull^ as my God ; and as euch I will 
them with me In tlio grave." 

Take aujay the FoinU. 
A certain reverend gentleman of the city of ^ 
burgh, dining with a friend, the lady of the ) 
desired the servant lo take away the diah coi 
ing tlie foieht which ahc protHwneed fooli ( 
minctimPB dnne in Scotland). " I presuntc, nie 

you mean JoieU," laid Mr. R , very p 

oualy. " Very well, be it so," said the lady ; ' 
away the fowU, but let the fnol remain I" 

MaJang a Scotchman. 
Tn the year 1797, when denTocratic noliom 
high, it may bo remembered tliat the king's i 
was attacked as his majesty was going to the £ 
of Feera. A gigantic Hibernian, on tliat occi 
x/tB conapicuDusly k>yal in repelling tho mob- 
after, to hia oo BiiuH lurpriae, lie rceeived a mn 
fhrni Mr. Ihtndas to attend at hia office. He i 
and mot with a gnLciooB reception from the | 
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malk, who, after prefacing a few cncominms <m his 
•ctive kiyalty, desired him to point oat any way m 
which he would wish to be advanced, \w majesty 
having particularly noticed his courageous conduct, 
and being desirous to reward it. Pat scratched and 
scraped ror a while, hulf thunderstruck ; ** The devil 
take me if I know what I'm fit for.** ** Nay, my 
rrjod fellow,** cried Harry, ** think a moment, and 
dinna throw ycMirscl out o* the way o' fbrtun." Pat 
hesitated a mo:ncnt, smirking as if some odd idea 
had strayed into his noddle, *' Vl\ tell you what, mis- 
ter, make a Scotchman of me, and by'St. Patrick 
therein be no fear of my getting on." The minister 
gazed awhile at the m{d-apropos wit; "Make a 
Scotchman of you, sir ! that's impossible, for I can't 
give you prudrncc," 

A Poor Mouthful. 

At the examination of candidates for the place 
of sciy)olma8ter in a Scotcli parish, one man was 
desired to read and translate Horace's ode, begin- 
ning, 

" Exegi monunientuin ere pcrcnuius/* 

He began tlius : — " Exegi monumentum^ I have 
eaten up a mountain." ** Stop," cried one of the cz- 
aminators, " it will be needless for you to say ony 
mair ; ofler eating sic a dinner, this parish wad bd 
a puir mouthfu' t^c. Yoa maun try soriM wider 
sphere.* 
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Preaching and Prophesying, 

A country clergyman, who, on Sundays, is more 
indebted to liis nianuscript than to his mcmoryt 
called untc rcirioniously at «l KJo\\.v\^<t';^\\\<i>Nsi ^F»^ 
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■BMcir, I plmiB paiishionGr, was engaged U iailj 
vxprciBe) m pcruunff ■ purDgruph of the writines 
of an iiupircd Propbel. "Wcel, John," familisrly 
iniinired the clerical yifiUinl, " What's thii you are 
about ?" " I am prophcBf log," we* the prompt rc- 
jjj. " Prophesjug !" eidsimed the tutonnded di- 
Tine, " 1 doubt jon are ouJy reading t priqilie^." 
" Wecl," argoed the religioai ruttic, ' fiff reading 
a prrachio' be preachin', ia ua reading a prophecy 
propliesjjng 7" 

Ckureh Candidate. 
At n cliurch ill Scothuid, where there was a popti- 
lur cnit, two candidate! offered to preach, of the 
nnnicB of Adcim and Low. The laat preached in 
the tnornlii^, und took tor hie Icit, "Xdam, where 
art thou?" lie made a moat eicellent diECOursc, 
aniT the congregation were much edified. In llie 
crening Mr. Adam preached, and took Ibi his text, 
" Ix), licre am I '." The irnpromptu and his Bcrmon 
gained him tlie church. 

PUaiant Pmtpect. 
An elderly lady, intending to purchase the upper 
Rai of a IwuK in Prmoe's Street, oppoule tlie Weit 
Church burying ground, from which the chain of 
Pentland Hilla rorma a beautiful back-ground. after 
being made acquainted with all its conveniences, 
and the beauty of its Bituatioa, elegantly enumerated 
by the builder, he rcqucaled her to caat her eye on 
the romantic hills at a distance, on the other aifle of 
the ehnrch yard. The lady admitted, that " she had 
Eertainly a mofll pleasant pronpect htyand tA« gravt." 
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Patriotie Integrity, 

Piirin§r the American Revolution, while General 
Reed was President of Congress, the British Com- 
misaioners offered him a bribe of 10,000 ^ruineas, to 
desert the eause of his country. His rqply was, 
** OeniUmem, J am poor, very poor ; but your king 
i$ not rich enough to buy me.** 

Free Trade to the Lawyers. 

A man from the country applied lately to a re- 
spectable solicitor in this town for legal advice. Af 
ter detailing the circnmstances of the case, he was 
asked if he had stated the facts exactly as they oc- 
curred. **■ Ou ay, sir,** rejoined the applicant, *^ I 
. thdbffht it best to tell you the plain truth ; you can 
pat uie Uet till *t yoursel.** 

No Sinecure. 

Colonel M , of the Perthshire cavalry, was 

complaining, that, fh>m the ignorance and inatten- 
tion of his officers, he was obliged to do the whole 
duty of the regiment. *' I am,'* said he, " my own 
captain, my own lieutenant, my own cornet,** — " and 
trumpeter, I preswne," said a lady present. 

Allan Ramsay. 

AOaii Ramsay, the Scotch poet, walking on the 
Castle hill one dAy, was accosted by a pretended 
poor maimed sailor, who begged his charity. The 
poet asked him by what authority be went a beg- 
ging ? ^ I have a license for it,*' answered the sailor. 
** license .'** cried Allan, ** lAce you may havc^ but 
sense yon have none, to \)eg o^ iv. ^^V^ 
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Peter Pindar, 

The fbllowingr little anecdote has been lefl in 
Wolcof 8 own mindwriting : 

*• When the Duke of Kent was last in Ame 
%e took a Rtroll into the country, and enterii 
neat little cottage, saw a pretty girl witli a hoc 
her hand. * What books do you rend, my d( 
asked his royal highness. The girl, with the 
artless innocence, replied, * Sir, the Bible, and 1 
Pindar !' " 

Face of Bratt, 

The house of Mr. Dundas, late Lord Presi 
of the Court of Session in Scotland, and the < 
brother of Mr. Secretary Dundas, having, aftei 
death, been converted into a smithes shop, a gc 
man wrote upon its door the following im prompt 

" Tliia house a lawyer once cnjoy'd, 
A smith does now possi-ss ; 
How naturally the iron age 
Succeeds the age of brass .'" 

Antiquity of the Campbells. 

An old woman of the name of Grordon, ir 
North of Scotland, was listening to the act 
given in Scripture pf Solomon^s glory, which 
read to her by a little female grandchild. \ 
the girl came to tell about tlic thousand ca 
which formed part of the Jewish sovereign'f 
stock, *• Eh, lassie,** cried the old woman, " a 
sand Campbells, say ye? The Campbells 
nouneed eammils) are an auld clan, ft\ixi& Qivuch 
.loak «n ye dinna sec the Gordons too?'' 
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Titk' tent. 

The Scotch phrase for take ^leetl, is tak* tent. 
This being once used by a Sootch- pliysician to an 
English ladj^, who was his patient, occasioned a 
miirtake which had nearly proved fataf. The 
phjrsician alwajrs repeated to her, " Aboon a* things, 
madam, iak* tentJ'* Unfortunately the lady under- 
stood him that she was to drink tent toine regularly 
after her meals; and she sa^Fered very materially 
from following his supposed prescription. 

Tax on Bachelors. 

A lady having remarked in company tliat she 
thought there should be a tax on the single state ; 

•* Yes, madam," rejoined Colonel , of (in 

Berwickshire), who was present, and who was a 
most notable specimen of the uncompromising old 
bachelor ; ^ as on all other luxuries." 

Anecdote of the Shorter Catechism. 

A Scotch clergyman was one day catcchisixiff his 
flock in the church. The bcdral, or church-offloer, 
being somewhat ill-read in the Catechism, thought 
it best to keep a modest place near the door, in tlio 
hope of escaping the inquisition. But tlic clergy- 
man observed, and called him &rward. "John," 
said he, " what is baptism ?" " Ou, sir," answered 
John, scratching his head, "ye ken, it's just sax- 
pence to me, and fifleen-pence to the precentor." 

Taken by Surprise. 

At the time when Mr. Penile w^* viTLVv\Vi\^xw|j\sai 
beautiful picture of t\\c CovxtI o1\>^^^\tv"'^iW^«ss!^ 
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he sent the late Rev. Dr. Osgood a ticket, on which 
was inscribed, ** Admit the bearer to the Court of 
Death;" tlie old gentleman never having -heard of 
the picture, was utterly confounded — ** I expected 
to go before long,** said he, — *^ but I was not pre- 
pared for so abrupt a summons.** 

TJte Author of Wavertey, 

Mrs. Murray Keith, a venerable Scotch lady, 
from whom Sir Walter Scott derived many of the 
traditionary stories and anecdotes wrought up in his 
admirable fictions, taxed him one day with the 
authorship, which he, as usual, stoutly denied. 
"What,** exclaimed the old lady, »»d*vc think I 
dinna ken my ain groats among other folk*s kail ?** 

Reasons for the Scotch being Chreat Smugglers* 

An Englishman once expressed great surprise, in 
a company of literati at fklinburgh, that the Scotch 
should be so much addicted to smuggling, seeing 
that they are a remarkably sober and moral people. 
He thought it must be much against their con- 
science. ** Oh, not at all, sir," said Mr. R— — d, a 
noted punster, who was pi^rient; **What is con- 
science but a ^ small still voice.'" "Farther," 

added Professor W , "it is the ttorm that 

never dies." 

Vixerat Christo, 

In the epitaph of the Rev. James Sword, an 

Episcopalian minister at St Andrews, who died in 

1657, and whose monument is still to be seen in the 

barial'gronnd which Burroonda \bft ravM o€ the 

cathedral, the phrase occnTa,**Vvx»tBl C\«\«Xo;^ V* 
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' Heid m Christ. It 8o happens, that, aocordiog to 
an old fiishion, there is a dot or full stop betwixt 
every word in the epitaph ; which has given occa- 
flioa to a strange {nece of waggery, on the part, it is 
■aid, of a Presbyterian, who regarded Sword and 
his religion with eqnal abhorrence. By inserting a 
dot between the first and second syllables of the 
word ** vizerat,** this person has caused the passage 
to be read thus, — ** Vix. erat Christo," he scarcdy 
wa$ in Chrigt ! 

How to Pay for a Farm, 

A man in the town of D , some twenty years 

ago, went to'a merchant in Portsmouth, N. H. who 
was also president of a bank, and stated thai he 
lived on a fiirm, the home of his fathers, which hod 
descended to him by right of inheritance : that this, 
his only property, worth two thousand dollars, was 
mortgaged for one thousand, to a merciless creditor, 
and uiat the time of redemption would be out in a 
week. He dosed by asking for a loan to the amount 
of his debt, for which he offored to re-mortgage his 
&nn. 

Mer, I have no money to spare ; and if I could 
relieve you now, a.i^ilar difficulty wMiId probably 
arise in a year or two. 

Far. No, I would make every exertion : I think 
I could clear it. 

Mer. Well, if you will obey my directions, I can 
put you in a way to get the money ; but it will re- 
quire the greatest prudence and resolution. If )'ou 
can get a good indorser on a note, you shall have 
money from the bank, and you can mortgage your 
farm to the indorser, for his security. You must 
pay in one hundred dollars every sixty days* Coii 
/oa do it f 
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Far, I can get Mr. for indorser, and I can 

raise the hundred dollars for every payment but 
the first. 

Mer. Then borrow a hundred dollars more than 
you want, and let it lie in tlie bank : you will lose 
only one dollar interest But mind — in order to get 
along, you must spend nothing — buy nothing: 
make a box to hold all the money you get, as a 
sacred deposit 

He departed. The note was discounted and . the 
payment punctually made. In something more 
thoi^ two years he came again into the store of the 
merchant, and exclaimed, ^* / am a free man — I 
donU owe any man ten dollars — but look at me.** 
He was embrowned with labour, and his clothes, 
flrom head to foot, were a tissue of dams and 
patches. ** My wife looks worse than I do." ** So 
you have cleared your farm," said the merchant — 
" Yes," answered he, " and now / hnow hoto to get 
another.''^ 

Thus, good advice, well improved, rescued a fam- 
ily from poverty, and put tliem in possession of a 
competency which we believe they yet live to enjoy. 
Thus may any one retrieve a falling fortune, if he 
will. And b^ using the same amount of self-denial, 
and making u great exertions in the way to heaven, 
we may secure an " inheritance incorruptible, unde- 
filcd, that fadeth not away.* 
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Toast of a Scotch Pier. 

Lord K ^ dining at Provost S * s, and being 

the only Peer present, one of tlie company gave a 
toast, " The Duke of Buccleuch." So the peerage 

went round till it came to Lord K ^ ^nho said he 

would give tbem a peer, Y/hich, iCLVkoxi^ianXXjQAs^- 
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ei, was of more use than the whole. His Lordship 
gnre "The Pier of Leith." 

Sfdnning a Text. 

A clergyman in Banffshire, more celebrated for 
his eloquence than his prudence, being solicited to 
officiate one Sabbath day for a brother of the same 
profession, who was indisposed, was so obliging as 
to comply witli the request When the exercises of 
the day were ended, he thou^t proper to indulge in 
a hearty refireshment, in order to renovate his ex- 
hausted spirits. Goipg home at night, lie met a 
gentleman of his acquaintance, who inquired how 
he was, and where he had been 7 To which he an- 
swered, ** He had been ipinning out a text" " Yes," 
says the gentleman, ** and you are now reeling it 
home.*' 

At my Wit's End. 

A gentleman in the west of Scotland, celebrated 
fbr Imi wit, was conversing with a lady ; who, at 
last, quite overpowered by the brilliance and fre- 
quency of his ban mots^ exclaimed, " Sttm, sir ; there 
is really no end to your wit" — ^^ God tirbid, mad- 
am," replied the humourist, " that I should ever be 
at my wit's end." 

Hang Together if you would not Hang Separately ! 

Richard Penn, one of the proprietors, and of all 
the governors of Pennsylvania, under the old re- 
gime, probably the most deservedly popular, — in the 
commencement of the revolution, (his brother John 
being at that time governor) was on the most fit- 
miliar and intimate terms w\\3tt. «. tmrsJqk^ ^ '^o^-i 



moal decided uid iafluentiiil wlugi ; and, on ■ oer- 
lain occuioD, being in oompauy with aDrenl of 
tbem, a membei ofCongrew obseired, that such 
waa the crisiH, " thej must all l>a'V U^fthtr," ' If 
jou do not, gentlemen," said Mr. PeoD, " I .can tell 
JWB, that 3rou wiU be very apt to hang agicirafe^i." 

A good CuftDDwr. 
Wben the ooa of a certain London banker had 
eloped to Scotland whli a gteat heiren, whom ba 
married, still lelaining a paternal taste &a parBlmo. 
■J, be objeoted to the demand of two guineas made 
b; tbe pneit at Gretna Green, stating, that Captain 
— ■- had reported the canonical charge to tw ooljr 
Gvo afaiUinga ! " True," replied Vulcan, " Imt Cap- 
tain it an Iriahnan, and I have married him 

file times j ao I consider bim as a good castamer ; 
but, perhaps, I ma; never see ;our &ce again." 

Strangt pTayer, 
A Froabyterian miniater, in the reifn of Kiog 
William III., periarmiDg pablic worship in the 
TroQ Church at Edinburgh, iiaed this remarkable 
eipressio) in bis prajer ; — ** Ijord have mercy opcoi 
all finta and idiots, and particularly upon the town 
council qf Edinburgh." . 

BipBrted and Timujiarttd d^rud. 
A gentleman recently married, was enjoying, 
vitli Mb fair one, an evening walk a!on^ the beaui 
al MuBsolburgh. "Pray, my dear," said the lady, 
"what ii tbe difference between tzported nndlrani- 
■ forted V At that nxunent a vbbbbI left the har- 
bour, bocmd for a foreign pbrL " Were you, my 
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bve,*' letonied the gentleman, ** aboard that vessel, 
yoa would be exported und. I would be tranaported^^ 

A Word to Snuff-Taker$, 

A lady asked her physician whether snuff wis 
injurious to the brain ? ^ No," said he, " for no- 
body who has any brains ever takes snuff." 

O. F. Cooke. 

Shortly after Cooke arrived in- America, he was 
one evening in company with a numbisr of actors 
whom he bored outrageously. ** Mr. H*****," said 
he, ** what {lo you know of the stage 7 — ^you are no 
actor, although the applause you rcoeivc firom the 
Yankees mfuses you think yourself one." From 
the wo-besone appearance of the young Thespian, 
the tragedian thought he had proceeded too far, and 
endeavouring to heal the wound he had inflicted, 
rose with tears in his eyes, observing, " What I said 
was in jest — Fhold your professional talents in high 
estimation, and now freely make the acknowledg- 
ment" — H. burst out in a loud laugh, exclaiming, 
**You old quiz, will you again say that I am no 
actor?" 

Dr. Hugh Blair, 

Dr. Blair used to tell the following anecdote of 
his precentor, with a great deal of glee. Happen- 
ing to preach one day at a distance from town, he 
next day met that official, as he was returning to 
his house in town. " Well," said tlie doctor, " how 
did matters proceed yesterday at church in my ab- 
sence ?" " *Deed," said the man of song, who was 
a very vain fellow, but withal a good deal of a hu- 

C 
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laaafkt, " I danBy, no verj wcel : I wUiik thsre, 
donor, iMij mair thui joarseL" 

IMtg vitAoHl Brniiu. 
^ the late Proftuor H— — wbb wslkin^ mnr 
Efinbargh, he met oae of those beings nauuU/ 
wlM tiialo. " Pn;," laji tfae professar, bccoiUiw 
Um, " how kag can & persim live without brains 1^ 
■■ I dinna ken," replied the lellow, scratcbinfr hia 
boul ; " bg*r long hM« you lived younel, ut ?" 

Dry in ChurcA. 

Titd Re». Doctors H and M were bdI- 

teagruM in the Old Church of Edioburgh. One 

Bonday, when it was Dr. M '■ turn to preach, 

he bad got himiielf very much wetted by a IwaTy 
rain, andinw standing before the scssion-nieHn fire, 

drying his clotheE, when Dr. H camo in, whom 

be requested would that day take hia place, a§ he 
had escaped the shower. " Oh, by no meang," re- 
plied the doctor i " gang up to the poopil, ye'll be 
dry mrtuh thtrc." 

Origin ef" Vnelt Sam." 
Much learning and reaeorch have been exercised 
atnoing the origin of odd names, and odd aoyinga, 
ffhich, taking their rise in some trifling occnrrenee 
or evant, easily eiplained or well understood for a 
time, yet, in the coarse of yean, becoming involved 
b mystery, assunM an importance equal at leut to 
th; skill and inanity required to explain or trace 
them to their origin. ■* The Swan with two necks" 
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md who knows but, an hondred years hence, some 
*leamed commentator** may puzzle his brain to 
hrnish some ingenious explanation of the origin of 
the national appellation placed at the head of thii 
article. To aid him, therefore, in this research, I 
win state the facts as they occurred unde? my own 
fljye* 

^ Immediately after the declaration of the last war 
with England, Egbert Anderson, of New- York, then 
a. Contractor, visited Troy, on the Hudson, where 
was concentrated, and where he purchased, a large 
qnanlfty of provisions — bee^ pork, &c. The in- 
npectors of these artides at that place were Messrs. 
Ebenezer and Samuel Wils(Hi. The latter gentle, 
man (invariably known as "^ Uncle Sam") generally 
superintended in person a large number of work- 
men, who, on this occasion, were employed in over 
hauling the jvovisions purchased by the Contractor 
lor the army. The casks were marked E. A. — U. S. 
This work fell to the lot of a facetious fellow in the 
ttnpJoy of the Messrs. Wilson, who, on being asked 
by some of his fellow-workmen the meaning of the 
mark, (for the letters U. S., for United States, were 
ahnost then entirely new to them,) said " he did not 
know, unless it meant Elbert Anderson and Uncle 
Sam" — alluding exclusively, then, to the said " Un- 
cle Sam** Wilson. The joke took among the work. 
men, and passed currently ; and ** Uncle Sam** him- 
self being present, was occasionally rallied by them 
on the increasing extent of his possessions. 

Many of these workmen being of a character de- 
nominated "food for powder,** were found shortly 
after following the recruiting drum, and pushing 
toward the frontier lines, for the doyble purpose of 
meeting the enemy, and of eating the provisions 
they had lately laboured to put in good order. Their. 
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dd jokefl of course acoampanied them, and befiart 
the first oampaign ended, this identical one first ap* 
peared in print — ^it gained &vour rapidly, till it 
penetrated and was recognised in every part of our 
country, and will, no doubt, continue so while the 
United States remain a nation. It originated pre- 
cisely as above stated ; and the writer of this article 
distinetly recollects remarking, at a time when it 
first aj^ared in print, to a person who was equally 
aware of its oricin, how odd it would be should this 
■Ulv joke, (Hrigmating in the midst of beef, pork, 
puile, mud, salt and hoop-poles, eventually become 
a national cognomen. 

Lord Monboddo, 

When one of Lord Monboddo*s fiiends proposed 
to solicit for him the office of a judge in the Scotch 
Criminal Court, his lordship said, — ^*No; I have 
more pleasure in looking ailer my little farm, in the 
vacation of the Court of Session, than I should have 
in running about the country hanging people." 

Parochial Visitations. 

It was once a prevalent custom with the Scotch 
clergy, to call their parishioners together, and cate- 
chise Ihem on the Christian doctrines. On such an 

occasion, the late Rev. Mr. J , minister of Cold- 

ingham in Berwickshire, asked a simple country 
wife, who resided at the farm of Coldingham Law, 
(there always styled " The Law," for brevity's sake,) 
** How many tables, Janet, are there in the law ?" 
"Indeed, sir, I canna just be certain," answered 
Janet, ^'but I wink there's ane in the ibre-room, 
and ane in the back-o'oom, and another up stairs !" 
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▲ SoGftch olergTroan, who owed iliUi situatlQii 
rather to a titled patron than to bis abilities, in vki. 
itingr his parishioners, for the purpose of cateohisingf 
them, asked one old stem Presbyterian, ^'Who 
made Paol a preacher ?" ** It wasna tho Doke of 
Queensberrj,** replied the old nuin, with a grim 
imile. 

Learned Diviju. 

The equivocality of many of the names of places 
m Scotland, has given occasion to a very amusing 
saying regarding a clergyman. ** He was bom in 
the parish of DuUf brought up at the school of 
Dunse {qtiasi Dunce), and finally settled minister in 
the pariish of Drone /" 

Life Insurance, 

Some years ago, when the ^mocts Dr. Leib wos 
Qgnring in pofitical life, preiudioes were strong, and 
part^ feeling raa high--application was made to the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania to incorporate a ** Life 
Insurance Company" for the term of fifty years. A 
zealous member rose and addressed Mr. Speaker 
with, ^ Sir, I don*t like this bill, and I shan*t vote 
.for it The petitioners have asked to be incorpo- 
rated to insure lives for fifly years, and what will be 
the consequence of granting tlicir prayer 7 why, the 
first thing youMl know, t£it Dr. Leib will get his 
life insured for the whole time, and we sliaB have 
him tormenting us for half a century to come." 

A Good Reason. 

In a manse in Fife, the conversation of a large 
party one evening turned on a volume of sermons^ 
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/hioli fa&d Jiut been publiibed with conddenbla 
Dcceas and wu sappcced to have brought ■ rotmd 
urn into tl» bandu of the aothor. Wben the min. 
rtet'a wile beard of what had been made b; tha 
elatpCi her iniaginalioD was erciled, and, tomlD^ 
1 ber bniband, who oat a little naide, ahe aaid, ** Mf 
tar, I see naetlUDg to hinder you to print a few gf 
oar eermeos, too." " Tbey were a' printed long 
jae," said (he candid miniater in hta wile's ear. 

Liglit at Potiiile. 
A ladj going intii a tea ahop in LeJth, and bsf- 
ag a pcHUHl of lea, the mcTChant aaid he would 
^d it honM. " Oil, no," oaid ahc ; ** it M not in- . 
onvenient, aa it ia light." "Wh^," laid be, "it it 
a light aa 1 coold posublj make it" 

Rtittie Jgnorance. 

Whan Di. Jofanaon was traTelling in tlie Higt). 
Uida of Scotland, he came up to a pesaanl who waa . 
mplo;ed in paring lorf to cover hia hut — in other 
rorda, coating divoU. " Praj, air," cried (be leii- 
Vfrapher, " can jou pmnt out the way to the moat 
ontiguouB Tillage, lor we are drcodfiilly fnligocd, 
ATing deviated fi-om our mad tbeae two lioura T" 

You tired wi' dinoting two hours !" replied the 
oatic, acomfiilly ; " 1 bare been diroting since lour 
'dock thia morning, tni moat do so oa long aa I 
an ace, tired or iu>t." 

A Pntfi/atU XundtT. 
Wben laaiab' Thomaa, printer of the Farmer'a 
Umanach, wa* called upon bj a printer'a den] to 
jiow wliat he ahmld put againat the 13th July, Blr . 
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T. repBed, ** Anything,** upon which the boy set, 
"* Rain, bail and snow,** at which the country was 
amazed, but it so happened that it aotually rained, 
hailed and snowed on that day, and proved a profit- 
able storm to the proprietor of the Almanack for the 
fbtore numbers. 

Bcn-Mots qf Vu Honourable Henry Erslnne, 

This celebrated wit, of whom it might be said, 
mcHTC truly, perhaps, than of any otiier man that 
ever breathed, that 



he could not ope 



Hia moutb, but out there flew a trope,"^ 

was one day at a large dinner party, where Miss 

Henrietta was also present. This lady had 

been the most admired beauty of her day in Edin- 
burgh ; but, at the time in question, was a little past 
the meridian of life. It must also be premised of 
lier, that her name was usually abbreviated into 
Hennie. ** Mr. Erskine,** said the lady, as the wine 
was beginning to circulate, ** they say that ye*re a 
great man for making puns : could ye mak a pun, 
d*ye think, oo me ?** ** Od, Hennie,** the wit in- 
stantly replied ; ** you might be making puns your- 
Helf now ; I*m sure, Hennie though ye be, ye*re nae 
ehieken/' 

Being one day in London, in company with the 
Duchess of Gordon, be asked her, ** Are we never 
again to enjoy the honour and pleasure of your 
Grace's society at Edinburgh ?** *^ Oh !** said she; 
" Edmburgh is a vile, dull ^ace ; I hate it** ** Madp' 
am,**« replied the galkuit barrister, ** the Sun might 
as well say, There's a vile, dark morning, I wMDI 
rise to-day.** A 
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Being toU that Knoxy who had long derived hw 
livelihood ^ keeping the door of the Parliament 
House, bad been killed by a shot from a small can- 
non, on the king's birth-day, he observed, that ** it 
was remarkable a man should live by the civil, and 
die by the cannon law^ 

Mr. Erskine placed two of bis sons at the acad- 
emy of Mr. Laing, teacher in Edinburgh, whose 
school-house is lighted from the roof. At one of the 
public examinations, Mr. Erskine was present, who, 
observing some drops of rain filing on the floor, in 
consequence of a broken pane in the window, said, 
** Mr. Laing, I perceive you spare no panes upon 
your scholars.'* 

A gentleman observed one day to Mr. Erskine 
that punning is the lowest sort of wit. ** It is so,'* 
answered he ; ** and therefore the fbundation of ail 
wit," 

The same gentleman having one day entered the 
Parliament House, fi)und it fufi of smoke : on which 
he remarked, ** Gentlemen, what shall be done ? — ; 
It's all over with us if they smdke us.' 



n 



Mr. Erskine of Alva, aflerwards a senator of the 
College of Justice, under the title of Lord Bargaig, 
was a man of very diminutive stature. Being re- 
tained as counsel m a case where the Honourable 
Henry £rsldne appeared on the opposite side, he 
was obliged, on account of the press of the crowd, 
to have a chair brought forward, on which he might 
raise himself, when addressing the bench. ^ This," 
the wit remarked, *^ was one way of rising at the 
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William I'enti. 



William Pcnn and Thomas Story sheltered them- 
selves from a shower of rain in a tobacco house, tlie 
owner of which said, " You enter without leave — 
do you know who I ani ? I am justice of the 
peace." To which Story replied, — ^** My friend here 
makes such things as thee — he is Governor of Penn- 
sylvania.** 

Pleasing the Young Laird, 

A man being tried for his life in the court of a 
Highland chieflain, before the abolition of those 
petty jurisdictions, the jury for a loag time hesitated 
to give a verdict, and displayed an inclination to ac- 
quit the panel. Just as they were about to decide, 
somebody whispered, ^'The Young Laird (that is, 
the eldest son of the chieflain) has never seen an 
execution." Upon which a verdict of guilty was 
given, purely to gratify the young gentleman with 
a s|jectaclc. . 

Hanging to piease the Laird. 

During the reiffn of the feudal system amongst 
the Highlanders, the Laird of Grant had condemned 
one of his vassals to be hanged. When Donald came 
to the gallows, accompanied by Janet his faithful 
wife, he seemed very reluctant to mount the ladder, 
and stoqd a long time below the fatal tree, ^hrug. 
ging his shoulders. ** Hoot awa, Donald," said Ja- 
net, clapping her dear spouse's check, "gang up like 
a man, and please the laird." Donald could not re- 
sist such a powerful motive to obedience, but gal- 
lantly sprung to meet the reward of his loyalty. 



'■* 
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At B dinner party one dnj, Sir John H 

wbose eharaeter was coHBidered lo be not ollo^ 
uaeiceptionable, Boid he would give them a li 

anri, looking hurri in Uic Tace of Mrs. M 

who woe more celelirated Ibr wil (bin beauty, 
— " Honenl men nn' bonny loases 1" " Wilh all 

heart. Sit John," said Mrs, M , " for it nc 

applies to you nor me." 

Tica Laieyfri' Miitake. 
When the regubtionB of West Boelon Bi 
were drawn Dp by Ino liimoua iuwyera — one 
tion wna written, aceepted, and now itande I 
"And the said proprielors ehnll meet annua]! 
Ihe lirsl Tuesday of June, provided the Huna 



MUipelling of Sign Polls. 
Some one remarked that whenever tlie ^igT» 
shop doors wero miimpelt, it wan alniont invari 
by there being too many lelters, and very Ecldoi 
there being (oo few. (Obwrvation will show ll 
be a faet.] "Oh," said another of the comf 
" the painters do that to show that they belong 
lifcrral profesaion." 

David Humf. ' 
This dislinguished phitosqih^r was one day 
ing akiDg a narrow fbot-palli which tbrnierly wi 
through a bog-gy piece of gronnd St the bac 
Edinburgh Castle, when he hod the mifiibrtuj 
iambh in, and stick fiiat in the mud. Observi 
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wman mpgiromidngy he civilly requested her io lend 
hiai a belpiog hand oat of his disagreeable situa- 
tion ; bat she, castiDg one hurried glance at his ab- 
^ breriated figure, passed on, without regarding liis 
requesL He tlien shouted lustily after her; and 
she woa at last prevailed upon by liis cries to ap- 
proach. "' Are na ye liuine the Deist ?" inquired 
sbe, in a tone wliich implied that an answer in the 
A affirmative would decide her against lending him 
^ her assistance. " Well, well," said Mr. Hume, ** no 
matter : vou know, good woman. Christian charity 
oommandi you to do good, even to your enemies." 
* Christian charity here. Christian charity there," 
replied the woman, ** I'll do naethinc' for ye till ye 
torn a Christian yoursell : ye maun &it repeat baith 
the Lord's Prayer and the Creed, or fhith I'll let ye 
groffle there as I faund ye." The sceptic was ac- 
tually obliged to accede to the woman's terms, ere 
she would give him her help. He himself used to 
tell tlie story with great relish. 

Iriahman's Answer, 

An Irishman inquired at the Boston Post-Office, 
if there were any letters for him — "^ Your name, 
sir ?" said the clerk. ** That you will find upon the 
lettAtt," replied Pat 

Ahaence of Mind, 

Mr. Inilach, lata, minister of the Muirhouse, near 
Dand<K), was remarkable for his absence of mind. 
la his prayer one day he said, " O, Jjord ! bless all 
ranks and degrees of persons, from the king on tlie 
dunghill to tlie boggar on the tlirono." llien re. 
collecting himself, he added, ** J mean from the beg- 
gar OD the throne to the king on the dunghill !'* 
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" Fiay, sii," said I^d; Wulloce ta Daiid Hume, 
"I um often ssked of what age I am — what an. 
awer should I make 1" Mr. Hume immedUtely 
guessing her ladyship's meaning, mid, "Madam, 
whsQ you arc asked that qucution again, auawer, 
that you are not yet come to years or diacrction-" 

David Hume and Lady Wallace once passed the 
Firlh from Kingboni to Leith together, when a vio- 
lent storm rendered the pasaengors apprehenaiTC of 
a sB]t*water death i and her ladyship*! terrors in- 
duced her to seek eoosolatioo from her friend, who 
with infinite aan^ froid, assured her he thought 
there was great probobiht; of tlieir becoming food 
tor fishes. " And pray, my dear friend," said Ijady 
Wallace, " which do you think they will cat fint t" 
" Those that are gluttons," replied Hume, " will un- 
doubtedly tall fold of mo, but the epicures will at 
tack jour ladyahip." 

Curtmit J^pograplnc^ Anecdote. 
It is well known to literary people, that, in pre- 
paring worka for the press, it is usual for the 
printer, after the proor-sbeets have been seen by ihe 
author, to go over them again, and clear them of 
what are called typographical errors, such aa wrong 
spellings, inaccuracies of punctuation, and umilu 
imperfections. In performing this office tor a cele- 
brated northern critic and editor, a printei, now 
dead, was in the habit of introducing a much 
greater number of commas tha* it appeared to the 
author Ihe sense required. The case was prorokin^, 
but did not produce a formal remonitrance, untj] 
Mr, W n himself accidenlallT afiorded the team- 
ed editor an opportunity of sipiiQing hU dissatiiftB 
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tion wHh the plethora of punctuation under which 
his compositions were made to labour. The worthy 
printer coming to a passage one day which he did 
not understand, very naturally took it into his head 
that it was unintelligible, and transmitted it to his 
employer, with a remark on the margin, tliat ^ there 
iqipeared some obscdrity in it" The sheet was im- 
mediately returned, with this reply, which we givu 
verbatim, **Mr. J. sees no obscurity here, except 
such as arises from the villanous quantity of com- 
mas, which Mr. W n seems to keep in a pepper- 
box beside him, for- the purpose of dusting all his 
prooA with." 

Mot8 of Sir Walter Scott, 

An English lady and gentleman, who, in travel 
ling through Scotland, had come to the ncighbour- 
homl of Abbotsford, without providing themselves 
with an introduction to Sir Walter Scott, and who 
felt, when there, an irresistible inclination to in- 
trude upon him, could think of no expedient by 
which to gratify their curiosity but that of throwing 
themselves upon his mercy, and begging the favour 
of aJi intcBview. In their card to him, tliey said 
that, in coming to Scotland, tlicir chief object had 
been to see "the great Lion of the North, Sir 
Walter Scott;" and they begged him to consider 
how hard it weuld be if, afler all their travels, tliey 
should have to go home disappointed. Sir Walter 
immediately returned an answer, couched in the 
most polite terms, dbd concluding with a request 
that they would come that day to dine with him, 
^ as he had some reason to believe the laon of the 
North, like his fViends at Exeter Change, was best 
worth seeing at feeding time," 



I 




Oaid BoeiJueptTt. 
Rr Watter, in lending a hook one day to » fliend, 
Oiationed himtobe punclunl in rcturninB- it. "Thk 
y tbbII; aeceggarj," aaid the poet in apidogy ; " Ibr 
tbougb many or niy Tricnde are bad arUhmitieimit, 
I obaerve almort all of tlipm to be good bmi-ttrpen." 



A coontiyniaa going into the probate t&ca 
where Ott willa are kept in hoi^ vdumcs on the 
ihelrei, aiked if tfacy went all biblti ! ' No, Sir," 
replied one of the olerkB, " they are testamenlt" 

Dr- JahntOJi^s Pudding. 
Last mninier I made another excureioD to Scot- 
laod, with the intention of completing my scriea of 
liewB, and went oier the same ground d^cribod by 
the learned touriats. Dr. Juhneon and BoawelL 1 
am in the liabit of taking very long walks on Ihesa 
*}ns, and, perceiving a atorm threaten, I made 
il of my wajr to a small building. I arrived 
■u uiue at a neat little inn, and was received by a 
respectable looking nun and hia wife, who did all 
in their power to make me comfbrtaUe. Alter eat- 



partake of a bowl of whiskey punch. I finind hi 
aa the Scotch generally are, ve^ intelligent, and 
fiill of anecdote, of which the tblfowing roay aerra 



" Sir," nid the landlord, " thia inn was fbiKerly 
kept h; Andrew Hacgregor, a relation of mine ; 
Korf tbeae Aard-battamed chairs; in which gre we 



HUMouRurr^s own book. 47 

wm ntting^, were, years ago, filled by the gnat 
toorists, I>>ctor Johnnon and Boswell, travelling 
like the lion and jackaL Boswell generally pre- 
eeded the doctor in search of food, and being much 
pleased with the look of the house, fi>Uowcd his 
nose into the larder, where he saw a fine leg of 
mutton. He ordered it to be roasted with the ut- 
most expedition, and gave particular orders for a 
nice pudding. *■ Now,* says he, * make the best of 
all puddings.' Elated with his good luck, he imme- 
diately went out in search of his friend, and saw 
the giant of learning slowly advancing on a pony. 
* My dear sir,' said Boswell, out of breath with joy, 
*ffood news ! I have just bespoken, at a comfortable, 
cfean inn here, a delicious leg of mutton ; it is now 
getting ready, and I flatter myself we shall make 
an excellent meaL Johnson looked pleased — ^ And 
I hope,' said he, 'you have bespoken a pudding.' 
' 8ir, you will have your favourite pudding,' replied 
the ether. Johnson got off the pony, and tlic poor 
animal, relieved from the giant, smelt his way into 
the stable. Boswell ushered the doctor into the 
bouse, and left him to prepare for this delicious 
treat Johns(Hi feeling Iiis coat ratlier damp, from 
the mist of the mountains, went into the kitchen, 
and threw his upper garment on a chair before the 
fire : he sat on the hob, near a little boy who was 
very bui^ attending the meat. Johnson occasion- 
ally peeped fh>m beliind his coat, while tlio boy kept 
basting the mutton. Jolmson did not like the ap- 
pearance of his head ; when he shifted the basting 
kudJe from one hand, the other hand was never idle, 
and the doctor thought at the same time ho saw 
■ometfaing fall on the meat ; upon which he deter- 
mined to eat no mutton that day. The dinner an- 
nounced, Boswell exclaimed, * My dear doctor, hero 
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cornea tliB mutton 1 what a picture! (lane to n turn, - 
and l(w!tB so beautifully brown I' Tlie doctor tittered. 
After B Bburl grace, Boaiviill eaiil, ' I soppose, at, I 
am to carve at UHunl ; — what part shall I help you 
to ?' The doctor replied, ' My dear Boiiy, I did not 
like Id tell you bctbrc, but I am determinMl to 
abatUD from meat to-day.' 'Oh dear! thia is a 

feat diBappointmcnt,' said Bozzj. ' day no more ; 

tho first cut at the mutloii. ' How the gravy runi> '. 
what fine (lavouiod Tat 1 — bo nice and brown, loo I 
Uli, air, yoa would Iiave rcUsh«d this prime piece of 
ntuttoti.' 1'he meat beings removed, in came tlw 
long wished-fia pudding. The doctor looked joyous, 
fell eagerly to, uid in a lew minutes nearly j^nuAcii 
all tht pudding. The table waa cleared, and Bos- 
well said, ' Doctor, while I waa eating: the mutton, 
you seemed frequently inclined to laugh ; pray, tell 
me, what tickled your fancy 7" ThB doctor then 
literully told Mm nit tliat had peased at the kitehon 
lire, about the boy and the basting. Boewell turned 
u pale ss D parsniji, and, sick of himself and the 
company, darted out of the room. Somewhat re- 
lieved, on returning, he insisted on seeing tho dirty 
little mscally boy, whom he severely rcprhnandcd 
befiirc Jolmaon. The [loor boy cried ; the doctor 
laughed, ' You little, filthy, anivelling hound,' said 
Bomvell, ' vhen you bailed the meat, why did you 
n<« pat on the cap I saw you in this morning J' ' I 
couMn't, sir,' said the boy. ' No ! why couldn't 
nV said BoswelL ' Becau ' ' " 



c 



gathered up his Herculean f^ame, stood erect, 
touched tlic ceiling with his -wig, glared or squinted 
~-indecii, looked any way bot the rigln wag. At 
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last, with mouth wide open (none of the smallest), 
and stomach heaving, he. with some difficulty re- 
covered his breath, and looking at Boswell with dig- 
nified contempt, he roared out, with the lungs of a 
StenCw, * Mr. Boswell, sir, leave off laughing ; and 
nnder pain of my eternal displeasure, never Uttisr a 
flinffle sellable of this abominable adventure to any 
soul livmg, while you breathe." — "And so, air," 
said mine host, "» you have the positive fiict from the 
simple moutli of your humble servant" 



Stuttering Letter, 

A certain old woman took from the post-office in 

the town of G , a letter. Not knowing how to 

read, and being ansdous to knoir the contents, sup- 
posing it to be from one of her absent sons, she 
called on a person near, to read the letter to her. 
He accordingly began and read : 

" Charleston, Juna k3d, 1821. 
** Dear mother," — then making a stop to find out 
what followed (as the writing was rather bad), the 
old lady exclaimed, " O *tis from poor Jerry ; he aU 
ytays stuttered" 

Living in an Oven. 

A -gentleman having occasion to call fbr Mr. 
Joseph Gullan, found him at home in his writing 
chamber. He remarked the great heat of the apart- 
rpent, and said, ** It was hot as an oven." ** So it 
ought," repUed Mr. G. "fbr *tis here I make my 
bread:* 

l> . 



-i 




A Sootch blaekimhfa being ssked tbe meuangfC 
nwtaphyHCB, explained it u tbUow* i — " When tM . 
pu^ mo lulenj dim* ken what tlia ptrtf who 
nieui means; and when the part; who apeaka 
dsna ken nhit be meanf hinuell — that ia niela- 



Ibnging Tiget^r. 

e'i 
ID hu prayer, " 
Paiiiament, and grant tbey may aU bang bigelbn !" 
A ojTD i tiy l^&DW, itandiiif; by, said, ■■ Amrai, willi 
• tSlaij heart, and tha fooner tbe better ; and I am 
■Die, tiB tbe prayer efall good people !" ** Frienda," 
■aye Me«Jofan,''IdDn't memi aa that Mow mean* ; 
Lot pray Cut tbey may all bang togetber in aoovd 
and coDCotd I" ■ No matter what cord," answeied 
tba niBtic, ** ao 'Ua but a atrong cord." 

A Omd Exetue. 
lie Jadgn oT tbe Conrl of Seaskn, in coae of 
tbeir being unable lo attend, alwaja send an eicDie 
to the Lord FreaidcnL On odd ocGiston, when 
LcH-d StoneSetd Bent on apologetic note, Lord Bm- 
field naked the PrcBideot, in hi» brood dialect, 
*^Wbat eicnae can.a stoat fellow like bim hoeT" 
" My Lord," anewered the Prendent, " he ha* loit 
his wile." "Lost his wile!" eieloimed Braifidd, 
whose connubial lot waa not tbe most hnpny; "Ihtf 
jb t good oxciua tmly ; I wiab we liad, a' ths aama 1** 
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AneediOe rf Sihbald, EdU9r of ChnmieU$ tf 
ScoUiah Poetry, 

Mr. JamM Sibbald, editor of the Chnmicles of 
Soottiih Poetry, was a man of eccentricity and 
humour. For three or four years he resided in 
London, withont ever letting his Scotch friends 
know any thing of his proceedings, or even where 
he lived. At last his brother, a Leith merchant, 
found means to get a letter conveyed to him, the ob- 
ject of which was to inquire into his drcumstanoes, 
and to ask where he resided, ^bbald ssat the Al- 
lowing laMnic reply :— 

** I>ear brother, 
** I live in So-ho, and my business is so-m 

"Youri, 
mJaioebSibbald.** 

The Advantage* 

Two gentlemen, Mr. D. and Mr. L., stood candi- 
dates for a seat in the legislature of New York—- 
They were violently opposed ti^each other. By some 
artifice Mr. D. gained the election. When he was 
retumiog home much elated with success, he met a 

gentleman, an acauaintance of his ** Well,** says 

D. ** I have got the election — L. was no match for 
me — 1*11 tell you how I flung him — if there happen, 
ed any Dutch voters, I could talk Dutch with them, 
and tnere J had the advantage of him. If there were 
any Frenchmen, I could telk French with them* 
and there I had the advantage of him. But as to L. 
he was a clever, honest, sensible little fellow.** — 
** Yes, sir,** replies the gentleman, ** and there he had 
the advantage of you/* 
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guishcd baronet at a liiirh prico. Sir Wnltor was 
exci ssivrly aimistci, dur'na" the limr of th(^ bi(iiliii<r, 
to observe bow much it excited tlie a>tonisbinent ot' 
an old woman, wbo bad evidently come lliere to buy 
culinary utensils on a more economical principle. 
** If the parritch-pan/* she at length burst out, " if 
the parritch'pan gangs at that, what will tlie kaU-pai 
gang fix !'* 

Where you ought to hate heen, 

A clergyman who is in tlic haUt of preaching in 
diflferent parts of tlic country, was not Wg since at 
an inn, whcic he observed a horse-jockey trying to 
take in a simple gentleman, by imposing ;Bpon him 
a brokdn-winded horse, for a sound one. l^c par- 
son knew tbc bad cluuracter of the jockey, and taking 
the gentleman asidep'told him to be cautious of the 
person he was dealing with. t|je ^cntlcm^ finally 
declined tlic purcbasc, axtA the jockey, quite nettled, 
observed—" Parson, I liad much rather bear yoa 
preach, Uian see you priTatcly interfere in bargains 
between man and man, ifuU>is way." " Well, (re- 
plied the parson) if you hn. been wberc you ought 
to have been, last Sunday, you mifjht have heard nic 
preach." " Where was tliat ?" inquired the jockey. 
** In the State Prison," returned the clergyman. 

As Deep in the Mud as J was in the Mire. 

A country gentleman, who had been out with 
Montrose, retiring to his own parish afler the war 
was done, was taken through hands by the Presby- 
terian clergyman of the place, and ordained to sit 
for a certain time on the cutty-stool, as a penanoe j 
for his dreadfbl offence. ** Ye should set my mM| 



1«<."^"' 









lE^'^r, dee? ' "^ 



ttfli'*"^' 



».ll 






K"..*lS»»tf. 



t. »»•''> 



•>«s.'« 






M^ 



HUMOtmiST's OWN BOOK. 55 

vanerablc Judc^c Peters. The dust was somewhat 
troublesome, and from his advanced age, &,c. tlic 
General felt and expressed some solicitude lest his 
companion should evperience inconvenience from it 
To which he replied : ** General, do yon not recol- 
lect that I am, a Jtid^e — I do not regard tin dust, 
I am Qocuakiibed to iL The lawyers throw dust in 
my eyes almost every day in the coart-hoose.** 

Robert Bums, 

Burns was one day in a gentleman^s library. The 
collection was very fine; but the owner happened to 
be a man not the most able in the world to ^qnre- 
eiate the. contents. After some conversation with 
Burns, be expressed himself as being particularly 
anxious about the bindings of his books : he liked 
to see books with a handsome exterior. Next room- 
ing the wicked poet was found to have left the fill- 
lowing couplet on the library table : — 

Free through these books, yc maggot*, make your 

winding; 
But, fur the owner's sake, oh spare the binding! 

Marquis of Montrose. 

A descendant of the Marquis of Montrose being 
tannted by a Campbell for tlie lonf time his ances- 
tor's head was stuck upon the Tolbooth at Edin- 
burgh, ** Montrose,** said he, ** was too good a soldier 
to quit his post till he was relieved,** aUuding to the 
Marquis of Argyle*s head having been placed in its 
stead, after the restoration. 

< Scotch Judge, 

A judge of the Court of Session, well known fitt ^. 
speaking his mofthcr tongue hi its broadest accent^ 




«■ wen on tbo bend) lu in cammm dwcoune, on ■ 
pDTticnlDr occauan was uldrcBSed bj & bamateT, 
eqo&lly noted for the elegHUco uid parity o£ hia 
Rtyle, IB hia lordship wob the nrerse, who opened 
tho cBK of liis cUcnt ill tbc! tblloniDg worda : — 
" My lord, the pursuer, my client, ia an itinerant 
riolin player." "What's that?" aoid hia lordiMp ; 
"is thatwhat yc>»' a blm'Gddlerr' "Vatgariy 
w coOc^ikjiid the lawyer. 

7Kr Pntidenl't Guard. 
An Englishmtui in Phil^elphia, apeaking of llie 
PrBsidenoy of Washington, waa cipresmng a wiah lo 
bh American to behold him. While thin conversation 
passed, "There he Boea," replied the Amertean, point- 
ing to • tall, erect, dignified pcraonajtc, paasine (m the 
Olher side of the street — " That General Wnsliin^. 
ton!" oiGlaiinod the Englishman — "where is his 
guard?" "Here," replied the American, stiikmg- 
bia boEotn witli em[)haiia. 

An old Bchoolmaater, who uanolly heard hia pa|Hls 
once a-tveek tlirougb Walta'a Scripture History, and 
anerwards asked them pramiscuously such qnea- 
tions aa auggeatcd thcmselvea to hia mind, ono day 
deaired a yoong urchin to tell him who Jeaee woa T 
when the boy ^iskly replied, " The Flower of I>an- 

March Bf Inlelieet. 
A gentleman visiting Mr. Wood's achool in E 
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ring In the verse, the querist interrogBted the 
youngster as fidlows : — ^* What is inheritance ?" 
"Patrimony." "What is a patrimony?" "Some- 
thing left by a father." " What would you call it 
if left by a mother ?" " Matrimony:' 

Kind Permission, 

A candidate for the honour of represaMinp four 
Fife Burghs in Farhament, calling upon an honest 
shoemaker for his vote and influence, took the lib- 
erty of kissing the gudewife, who was a middle- 
aged woman ; and, in doing so, he took the farther 
liberty of slipping a couple of guineas out of his 
own mouth into that of the matron. Instead of be- 
ing offended by such a breach of decorum, the lady 
slily said, as she pocketed the two shining pieces, 
" Gin ye like, sir, ye may kiss my dochter too,''' 

Love your Enemies, 

A clergyman told an Indian he should love his 
enemies. " I do," said the latter, " for I love Rum 
,aind Cider." 

Anecdote of Burns. 

Bums was standing one day upon the quay at 
Greenock, when a wealthy merchant, belonging to 
the town, had the misfortune to fiill into the bar- 
hour. He was no swimmer ; and his deatli would 
have been inevitable, had not a sailor, who happened 
to be passing at the time, immediately plunged in, 
and, at the risk of his own life, rescued him from 
his dangerous situation. The Greenock merchant, 
upon recovering a little ftom his fright, put hU hand 
into his pocket, and gcneionsly ^TeacuX^ i3cv!!^ ^la^x 
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with a ihilliog' ! The crowd, who were by this time 
collected, loufOy protested against the contemptible 
insignificance of the sum ; but Bums, with a smile 
of meffable scorn, entreated them to restrain their 
clamour, "For," said he, "the gentleman is of 
course the best judge of the value of his own life.** 

Style of Dr. Johnson, 

Dr. Johnson*s style one night became the subject 
of con?ersation, in a company where Sir Walter 
Scott was present Some individuals asserted, that 
it had been often imitated very successfully; in- 
deed, so successfully, that the copy sounded quite rs 
well as the original. ** Ay, souvided^^ said Sir Wal- 
ter ; " but sound only : most of them have his re- 
port, fattt which of them carries his bullet ?*' 

Henry Clay, 

A few years since, shortly after the agitation of 
the famous compensation biU in Congress, Mr. Clay, 
who voted in fiivour of this bill, upon returning 
home to his constituents, found a formidable oppo- 
sition arrayed against his re-election. After address- 
ing the people from tlje hustings, previous to the 
openins^ of the poll, he stepped down into the crowd, 
where he met an old and influential fViend of his, 
named Scott, one of the first settlers of Kentucky, 
and of course, in his younger days, a great hunts- 
man. This gentleman, stepping up, addressed Mr. 
Clay as fi^ows : — •* Well, well, Harry, I've been 
with you in six troubles ; I am sorry I must now 
desert you in the seventh ; you have voted for that 
miserable compensation bill ; I must now turn mv 
back upon you." "Is it so, friend Scott ? Is this 
the only objection V « It W ''VfexcvxMJL^Qver 



H file best we on. Van aiv >n old hantaman T" 
"Yea." "You have killed muiy n tat beir and 
Imck 7" " Yea." " I beliere you have a Terj good 
rifle V " Yea, as good ■ one as ever craoked." 
" Wall, did you ever beve a fine buck befinn yod, 
when yoor gaa mapped T" ' The like of that lion 
happened." "Well, now. friend Scott, did you take 
that faithfol rifle and break it all to inece* on tl.c 
vciT next log you ctuns to, or did you pick the tlint 
and try it a^in ?" The le»i atoocf in the old man's 
eyaa. The chord was touched. "No, Harry, I 
picked the flint, nod tried lier again ; and I'll try 
you again ; give ui your band." We need ■carcrly 
lay ioat the welkin rung with the huzzaing plnuJilH 
of the byttanders. Clay was borne off to tlie bust. 
inga and le-okcted. 

Houi to MiJse a Doctor. 
Bclbni the honourable degree of M. D. is con- 
ferred, the candidate ia aHnmonly eiamined in 
Latin. At a recent ceremony oF tbii kind in a Uni. 
versily not a hundred miles from Edinburgh, the 
fUlowing qneation was aaked : — " Quid rd crtari f 
The ftMOg jEacukpiuB looked rather nonplussed, 
but at Rngth answered, " Creart tMt facirt oiipiM 
CI niAii." ** Ergo," was tho reidj, "crromua Ja 

CoTnedy and Tragtdt/ txehangtd. 
Foote once came to Edinburgh, with a complete 
company of comedlana, but did not receive much 
■ ancouragemenl. At length, after he had pined a 
month, a nobleman naidmg in town ordered a tra- 
gedy, and inaiited on Foolc and all his comedians 
perfimoiqg- in it, notwithslimitn^ \!hen \iiiaiii?>A.i& 




surdity, and the execrable acling ; and, ajtcr a fort- 
night of crowded liousea, Foole rrtunied in good 
spirit!, roinsrking, that if coracdy had become tn. 
godj with hiiu in one respect, tragedy, or HoiDething 
YOry like it, hud become comedy in unother. 

Duke of ArgyB. 
John, Dake of Argyll, haying been with some 
ladies in the Opcra-fniue in London, an flnglish 
iqoire, pnffing, blowing, and sweafirg, entered the 
boi in which they were seated, with his hunting 
boots on, and whip in hand. The Diike instantly 
rose ap, and making a low bow, exclaimed, "Sir,! 
am Teiy much obliged lo you." "Oh! why? — 
how? — lor what I" "For nof bringing your horte 



UniAcceptabU GratitudcM 

Capt (wo spare bis name) was walking one 

day in company with the Marquis of Anglescn, 
down Piccadilly, when he was accosted by a ftllow, 
half soldier, half beggar, with a most revprential 
military salute. " God bless your honoor '. (taiid the 
man, whose accent betrayed him lo bo IriEh,) and 
kmg life to you," " How do you know mc ?" said 
the captain. " Is it how do I know your honour 7" 
responded Pat, " good right sure I haTc, to know the 
man who Bflv-cd my life in battle. The captain, 
highly gratified at this tribute lo his valour in Rucli 
hearing, slid half a crown into hia hand, and aekcd 
him when t ^ God hlesB your honour and kmg life 
to you," said the grateful veteran, " sure it was at 
Nvn'-Orleana, when, seeing jomt hononK ran ^way 



HDMOUK18T*S OWN BOQK. 61 

as hard as your legs could carry you from the Yan- 
kees, I followed your lead, and ran after you out of 
the way ; whereby, under God, I saved my life. Oh ! 
good luck to your honour, I never will forget it to 
you." 

Amor PcftruB, 

A gentleman from the highlands of Scotland, at- 
tended by his trusty servant Donald, a native of the 
wild and mountainous district of Lochaber in Invcr- 
ness-shire, when travelling through the fertile and 
delightful plains of Italy, asked Donald what he 
would do if he .possessed an^Mtate there? Donald 
instantly replied, ** Please yoiir honour, I would sell 
him, and buy an estate in Lochaber ! !" 

Poor Man of Mutton, 

A leg of mutton, in its last stage of scraggism, is 
sometimes (in Scotland) devilled, or otherwise pre- 
pared for the table, and then bears the familiar title 
of " a poor man of mutton," ot more briefly, " a 
poor man." It is related by Dr. Jamieson, in his 
Dictionary, that a Scotch nobleman entering an inn 
at London, afler a long journey, and being asked by 
the landlord what he would please to have, answer- 
ed, with a yawn, ** I dare say, I could take a bit of 
a poor man." " A bit of what ?" inquired the land- 
lord. " A bit of a poor man," repeated his Lordship. 
" The Lord have a care of my poor soul !" cried 
mine host, and made but one step from tlie top of 
the stair to the bottom ; nor could he be prevailed 
upon, till the phrase was explained by the noble- 
man^s valet, to make his appearance again in tlie 
!>ar]our. 




Ciiy Habitt. 
A genlkmui frum BoHfam, on k visit to his friend 
in the oountn, nieakiiig of the timet, obKired that 
his wift had latelv enmded Mj dolJir* Ibr a fatbit 
His friend replied, * Here in the counti/ we dtm't 
olloir oar wiTee to gtl into nieJi habUi." 



Matatit JHutsniJi*. 



Iieer-iteak at n Hiri^Ml inn, a 

boy. " DoniU, biCKtoB mora bread, ibr I 
great deal of hnmitvaf (teak." Donald uuwer 
ed, with much modeot ■iniplicilj,*'Aj, and plean 
jour honour, and ye eat a great deal of rtenk b 



A Pun tehiitUd. 
A yooag Scotoiunan Tisiting Londmi with hia 
fkther, and being much given to punning, hi> blher 
often reprored mm Ibr it, and expressed a wish lliat 
he would endeavour to leave it off entirely, and, if 
possible, display a little genuine wit> One day, 
taking a walk together, they passed Newgate, where 
a man was conflned in the stocks, with his head 
firmly jammed in bctwmn two ponderous blooks of 
wood. An exccUsnt pun, strictly in point, instantly 
occurred (o tbe young man ; but, hu tklher being 
present, he durst not come out with it; bo he oon- 
tented bimself with whistling the tone of " Tknu^ 
t!tt awd, laddie." 



Hitgt AxTtat. 
Ham Aniot one daj, while panting wltfa uthmm, 
mi ■hmat deafeoed b j tbe nniiB of a bnwtiiig ftl- 
tow who wu lellmg ojalen below hii window. 
"^Ilw extravu^t rucal f . hM Hugo, " ha hu 
waited u ma<£ tsealh m wodd haTS lerTDd me fis 

■*/ Hk, rir, /ar in^Dnntfun," uld » TGiy giKn 
membar of ■ legiBlBtini bo^, who then madi: no 
great figuTe in the buainen in which he wis eo- 
fraged, bat ha> nnoe &r uutcruwu io pdilical im- 
pottonce both hii own and hia neigiiboaia' eipecta- 
tiona. '^I ant wry glad to hear itf" aaid a bjatandert 
"for t» nun mint* it mart." 

Aiuedoitt of SptiMng out in CAurthtt. 

A moat amnflJiig iiialaiite of speaking out in 

chmcli oGCorrsd aome jeara Bgtj^ in the paiiah of 

^— . The milkialer, in preaching upon the atotx 

of Jonah, altered a piece of declunatoi? rbatoric, to~ 
sometluaE; like the Ibltawing eSect: — 'And whal - 
sort of a fiah was it, my bretliren, that God had ap- 
pointod thua to execute hia holj will 7 Waa it a 
ahork, my brethren 7 No — it could not be a shark ; 
for God could never have TOntoied the peraon of hia 
beloTed Prophet aioonget the deadly leetii of that 
ravenouB fish. Whol fish waa it, then, my brethren 1 
Was it a Bilmon, thiok ye 7 Ah, no; that were loo 
narrow lodgiiig. lliere'a no ae aaloioii i' the deep- 
est pule o' a' Tweed oould swallow a man, Beaidea, 
ye ken, it's mair nDtnral for nicD to swallow aslmon, 
than for aalmon lo awallow men, WW, ttreB,-*** 




it T Wu ll B Bea-Uon, oi a ■ea.faonc, or a sea-dog, 
or tlic great rhinoceroa T Oh, no I 'ITkese am not 
acripler beuta ava. Te'ra aa &r offH aa ever. 
Whwh of the moiutsn of the gnat deep mB it, 
cao ye tnll me ?" — Here an old spectacled -Mguit, 
wlio lud an elemoiyiuiTy wat on the polpit'irfyr, 
thinking that the niiiuitBr wu in ■ real perplexily 
about the Dame of tlks fiali, intarruptcd him with, 
"Hoot, sir, it weis a whole, ye ken." "Out upon ye, 
jou jjmccless wile that yon are 1" cried the orator, 
HI enraged ai alnioat to fly out of tim pulpit at ber ; 
"thus to take the word out of the month of God's 



Anotlicr amaaing inatance of a nmilar piece (rf' 
indecorum occurred at Bignr. It Diuat be wall 
known [o our readcra, that the more ignorant and 
xculoiiN congregationa of the Scottish church, in 
CDiiniiou with those lulongit^ to what is called the 
Secfaiion, entertain a very atrong prejudice agaioit 
tlic UHC of written note* in the pilpiL The con- 
toiupt with whirl) clergymen are sometiiDes treater 
on tliis account, would uloniah the liberal mindi & 
their EnglUh naighboorB. In one ease, which hi 
come wimm our knowledge, thia contempt praoea 
ed so far u to ocoasion a tptaldag ouf. llie mi 
islcr of Bigjar, in LanarkBhire, wboae abilili 
wiiaterer thcjr might be, were held in the utm 
acorn on account of his rtading, waa <»e day t 
eluding his discourse, us an cM woman of tlje f 
old Icaren wu leaving Ibc charch. He cloaed 
IcDTcs of bis sermon, and thaw of the Bible at 
B^inie time, saying, with cmphaBiB, intended ■* t 
of clencher to liis argumaot, " I add no n 
" lircaaMe je conna !" eriod the old woman. 



Here waa, indenl, a tieroine to be proud oC Ber 
cjrca .aparkled with feeling and vivacity, wbila her 
eqpdHensnce bo plaialj bespoke her kindnens and 
b^KTolencv, that sorroiv and miefbrtune inelJnctlTelf 
■oaght sbeller imder her piDtection. There was an 
appearance of poraonaJ debility about her, that ren- 
dered her peculiarly inlcrcating ; it seemed to aolicit 
the interasl of every heart, and the man wouJd hava 
feh himself de^aded who would uot have put his 
lift at haioid to serve her. Yet, when firmnoaB of 
character wa« requisite, when ftrtitudc was called 
Jot to repel the eneroachments of aggicsaion, IheM 
WBB not a more intrepid being ii ' ' 

allowing 

Boldiar, I, „ . . . ., 

her protection, and was promiBCil it. The British 
pressing close upon hint, insieied that he should be 
delivered up, threatening immediste and univerul 
deetruelion in case of refusal. The ladie«, her 
friends and companions, who were in the liouse with 
her, ihrnnk from the contest, and were silent ; but, 
undauntad by their threats, this intrepid lady placed 
herself before the chiunber into whidi the unfortu- 
nsla fugitive had been conducted, and resolutely 
said,—" To men of honour the chamber (£ a lady 
should be as sacred as the eanctuary I 1 will dcftnd 
the passage to it though 1 perish. Yon may sue- 
ceed, and enter it, hut it shall be over my corpse." 

placed in the hands of a few such women, our only 
safety would be ftiund in retreat. Your intrepidity. 
Madam, gives you security; Irom iM'jm shall 
meat no further annoyance " 



Hot w this the onl; inrttmce of her uncooquerablo 
ftrtitodo. At Brabant, the seat of the Ttapedb.h]i> 
ntd patriotic Kihop Smith, a, Serjeant of Tarletoo'a 
Dnnons, eagarfortbe acqoisition of plnnder, fbl- 
lowM the oreraeer, • msii adFaiiced in ynn, into 
the apailment where the ladies of the titmilj wert 
awetnbled, and on hia refiisal to diecovei the ipot in 
which the plutO wu concealei], struck bici with vio- 

Rhoulden. Aroused by the in&inj of the act, Mrx. 
Sbobiick, Btarting- from her seat, and placing- bcreclf 
betwixt the ruf&an and hia lictim, resolutel; eaid, 
** Fliice jounelf behind me, Murdoch ; the interpo- 
■ition r^ my body ahall give yon piolectioo, or I 
will die :" then, addreaaing herself to the Serpent, 
eiclaimed, "O what a degradation of manhood — 
what depajiurc from that ^lantry whicli \tia ODCO 
the charactBiiatic of British aoldiere I Human na- 
ture ia degraded by your barbarity }— but should 
jou persist, then strike at me, for till I die, no 
Arthcr injury shall be done to him. The Berjeant, 
DDoblc (0 resist such conunaodiog eloquence, retired. 
The hope, however, of attaining- tlie object in view, 
very speedily subjected the uoirtunate Murdoch to 
IMW persecution. He was tisd up under (he Tery 
tros where the plate was buried, and threatened 
with immediate execution nnlcn he would make the 
discovery required, But although well aojuainlad 
with the unrelenting severity of his enemy, and 
earnestly solicited by hia wiii) to save hia lift hy a 
apecdy confessioa of the plaee of depoait ; he per- 
siated rewdntGly, that a sacred trust waa not to be 
betrayed, and actually succeeded in preaerring it 
Wbea compliatenied at id after period on hia bwoio 
AnmemM, be aucrled, that bo wai ttieugtbeiMd in 
iu nesn/olioD by the tccoUection tWv & f«A iA "hft 
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piate belonged to the church, and that he riMmld 
have conaiderod it as sacrUege, had he miffered it, 
through a weakness of disposition, to fall into the 
hands of robbers. 

Mi88 Flint, 

**Who is that gentleman walking with Miss 
Ffint ?" said a wag to his companion, as they walk- 
ed along Princess street ** 04i," replied the other,' 
**that is a spark which she has stmdc" 

BanTwckhtum, 

Two English gentlemen visited the field of Ban- 
nockborn, so celebrated for the total defeat of the 
English army, by Robert the Bruce. A country 
blacksmith pointed out the positions of both armies, 
the stone where the Bruce*s standard was fixed 
during the battle, &c. Highly ^tisfied i^th hiiF 
attentKm, the gentleman, on leaving him, pressed 
his acceptance of a crown-piece: "Na, na,** said 
Vulcan, drawing himself up, and adding with 
emphasis, ** It has cost ye enough already." 

Pleasure and Pain. 

The Hon. Thomas Erskine was one evening 
taken suddenly ill at Lady Payne's: on her ex- 
pressing a hope that his indisposition might not be 
serious, he answered her in the following im- 
promptu : — 

*Ti« true I am ill, bat I need not complain, 

Fm be never knew pleasure wbo never knew Payne. 

Pun upon Pun. 

The Hon. Henry Erskine, observing a spot of 
grease upon a friend'a cottt) «aid^ tSnai Va^ himi iA 



\ 




present in the mne sitoatioii with lua bom. " How 
u Ihatr' the gcntlenuui asked. " Beeoiuo," replied 
Mr. E. " jou are greowd.** "* Oh, Harry'* said hii 
ftiend, " thai wit is far-fitcbcd." " By ao ineBDO," 
exeluDwd Mr. E. " it is madt upon the ipal." 

T%e BritUh Lion. 
[d the commencDiDeDt of the American reroh)- 
lion, when one of the Biitiih kind's thundering 
pcoclamallaiu made ita appenrance, Uie subject was 
mentioDed in t. compan; in Philadelphia ; a member 
of congrea who was present, turning to Miss Liv- 
ingston, said, "Well, Miss, are vou greatly terciiied 
at the TtariHg af tht BritUh Lion T' " Not at all, 
■ir, for J have learned from Natuisl History, that 
bia*t roan Imideat ichen he U motl frighitntd." 

Ot TualH. 

In the humanity class of Glaagow, it is a prac- 
tice atnongst the atudents to call out to any of their 
oompanioas who leave the clasB-room door open, — 

"Claude dHiih. puer." 
Once, during the time of Proteaaor Muirhead, on ■ 
student being very fiirward in Todieratiiig thk in- 
junction, tbe Prof^sDi eiclaimed, — 



The Hon. Henry Birtine bdng retamed as 
oonnsel kt k boBy w Shotmaktn, in a question b»- 
fin the CooTt of Session, in Scotland, tlie mm 
was repeatedly called bebr* the Lord Ordinalft 
J0^Of waiting -a oonudersble time, tb* othw 
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party's counsel not appearing, Mr. E. observed to 
his Lordship, "that the present was certainly a 
cause of stay-makers." ' 

A poor Mouthful for a Gourmand, 

It was once observed, in the Parliament tbam 
at Edinburgh, that a gentleman, who was known to . 
have a pretty good appetite, had eaten away his 
senses. "Pooh!" readied Henry Erskine, "they 
would not be a mouthful to him." 

Accusation and Acquittal. '* 

"... 

A person looking over the catalogiw of profes- 
siqnal gentleman of the Bar, with his pencil wrote 
against the name of one who is of the bustling or- 
der — *^Ha8 been accused of possessing talents." — 
Another seeing the accusation, immediately wrote 
under the charge—^ Has been tried and acquitted," 

King James I. 

Among the addresses presented upon the acces- 
sion of that Solomon of Great Britain, James the 
First, was one from the ancient town of Shrews- 
bury, wishing his Majesty might reign as long as 
the sun, moon, and stars endured. " In troth, man,** 
said the King to the person who presented it, " if I 
do, my son must reign by candle-light" 

Anecdote of the BaUle of Trafalgar, 

Nothing galls the national pride of a true-blue 
Beot more than the liberties that have beeqiia,k0n 
.frfth that artidetfof the Union, whic|| ejprossly de- 
dtml, that Britain ■hm\d \m \hje^ ^isac^ ^twMsaa*^ 



» 
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of the United Kingdom! of Scoduid 

_„'liiiA Tha King of England, Ibe Enelish 

Ambwiior, the Englith Army, the Engli^ SW, 
Ae. ue Iherefcra terms particularly offensive to a 
Sootttab ear. An inalanoc of this ftcling nocurred 
iX the battle of Trufil^. Two Scotchmen, mem- 
DMtei and bosom cronies, Irani the laMa little 
"r'f V«"i happened to be Btationed near each other, 
when the celebrated intimation wis diapliyed ftom 
Ote Admiral's ship. "Loot up, and read yon, Jock,", 
nid the one to the other ; ■* ' England eipecta erery 
mail to do bii duty'—oo a word free puir auld Scot- 
land on tfais ocoBsion." Jock cocked his eye at tfae 
object lor a moment, and, turning to his companion, 
thus addressed him — " Man, Gcordie. is that a' your 
■ensB 7 — Scotland kens weel enough that her bairna 
vill do their duty— tAoCf Jutt a hiirl to the Emg- 

IKgUand Aacettry. 
The GiDowbg is an amusing inetance oT the 
tenacity with which the Highlanders hcJd to the 
bonnura and antiquity of their kindred : — A diapule 
atoSD between Campbell and Mi-eon upon the 
nentr^ndine euhject "" ...... -i . 

-•- -"9 had 



n the beginning of the world. 
more biblical lore tbo: 



Caniplioll had a little more biblical lore than hie an. 
taeonist, and asked him if the clan of M'Lean wai 
berare tlie flood. " Flood ! what flood 7" said M'lieaii. 
* The flood you know that drowned alt the ms'ld 
tel Hoah and Ilia &mily and hii flocka," aaid 
Oimpien. 'Paaht joa and wr flood," Mid 
M'l^ta, "m/^dtn wafHfbret&aana." "Wwi^vlb 




md in my Bibla," aiud Cnmpbell, " of the lUune of 
M'Leao eiHDg into Noih's ark." "NobIi'i ark!" 
retorted M'Lean in contempt, "who ever heard i£ a. 
H'Leui that bod not & boat of bis onn ?" 

Goai Rrtarmd for BeiL 
Wben #■ unved at ASbtaj, xija the barooeM 
Reideael, vhere we aa often wiAed ooraelvea, bal 
where we did not eiAer as we eipected we ahouU — 
lictorg '. we were reccired by the good General 
Scbuyler, liis wile sad dnugbters, not u enemies 
but aa kind friends; and tfae; treated IB with tba 
aiked attention and politeness, ae they did 
Bureoyoe, who had eauaet' " 
lly fitiiBhed tiouM to be bu 
behaved Uke penon* of exalted n 
mined to bury all recollection of tArir mm injurks 
m the cOTtcmplation of our misfbrlunea. General 
■ ' with Genera! Schuyler'e 



reneroBity, and said to him, " Ym «Ao» me great 

"irfB. 



indnett, althoueh I have done ron much injury." 
'^' -' oo» tkt fate of icar," replied the brare man. 



Rtjrraif. 
A poor old deaf umn, rending in a flfeibire vil- 
lage, waa viaited one day by the parish clergyman, 
who had recently taken a reeolotion to pay audi 
visita regulaily to hie perishicnen, and thereRnn 
made a premise to the wife of this viilagnr that be 
would call occasitHially and pray with him. The 
minister, however, soon fell threugh hia resolution, 
and did not pay mother visit to the deaf man till 
two yeaji ailnr. vfafin. fainoenir 




ttw nwiister, >■ Iwv U Thamu?" "Nae the better 
o' yon," was Ihe raUrer curt inawer. " How, hew, 
Margaret?" inqirired tie minister. "Ou, yeproro- 
ued twa yean Byne lo ca' and pray luce a tbrtoisbl 
wi' him, and ye nerer ance dailie;)ed Ihe door sin 
me." " Well, well, Margaret, dont be so abort. 



f thoueht it was not very necesMry lo coll and pray 
~ith Thamas, lor he's dcaT, you know, an ' 
rejoined the won 



J^Td'i no deaf," And the indolent clergymao 
■hrunk abtuhed (roio the cottage. 

Womaa'g Wadorn. 
One of ttie Cecil lamily, minister to Scotland 
from England, was upeakmg to Mary, Qoeeo of 
Scots, of llie wisdom of his gorereign. Queen Eliza- 
beth. Mary stopped him short by aaying, "Pray, 
sir, don't talk to roe of the wiedoni of a woman ; i 
think I know my own eei pratty wcil, and can as. 
lure you, that the wisest of db all la only a little less 
a Sxil than the othera." 

Htnry Clay. 

In the long dispute between the States of Vir- 
ginia and Kentucky, grcTwing out of what waa 
termed the "occupying claimant laws," Mr. day 
was retained by Kentucky to maintain her right! 
before "thai tribiniil in the last renrt," the So. 
preme Court of the United States. The lh«^Sp«aker 
of tlie House of RepreaentatiTes was toaJMr Ibr 
Dm first lime before that dersled, digDiGpd«a<fMk 
enUe body j and a large conooonM of afijiBtalon -* 
no tttncted by a natural cnrlnnt^ to Attmnia* 



N KOK. 73 

irbether the orator of tbe Weat would ba &ble to 
tiutun fain high repntation upon thU new uul uiu 
tried [heatic— When he rose, it was with Bomo 
■lig-bt igilation of nmnner ; bat be Boon recoiered 
hia wonted coEnpoaore, and held hii auditors in ad- 
miring &tt£ntJoD, while be pronounced « mofit beao- 
tiflil eulogiuin upon tbe chnracter of the bod* of 
Kentuck;. The Judges eat in their black robes of 
office, sedate and attentive. The Uts JuiTge Wash, 
in^n, who was in the habit of indulging himself 
with an occaaiooa] pinch of anuff, hod taken out his 
snufT-box fill s little of thai titillating restoralive ; 
and Mr.Claj, on obBerriogit, instantly stopped, and 
adrancing graccfiiUy to the bench wilh his thumb 
and finger eilended, participated with the Judge in 
the refreshment of his nasal organs. As he applied 
the pinch, he obaerred, " I perceive tliat your Hon. 
OUT Bticks to tbe Scotch," and immediately' resuming 
bia stand, he proceeded in his argument without the 
least embarraesment So extraordinary a step over 
the uBual barrier whiclj separates this Court and the 
barristers, eicited not* little oBtonishmcnt and ad. 
miration among the spectatora ; and it was after, 
watda well remarked by Judge 8. in relating (he 
circumetanee to a fiiend, that " he did not beliere 
there was a man in the United Stales who could 
have done that, but Henry Clay." 

EUctigntning. 
Aa eccentric clergyman, of the name of Ogil^, 
jbrmeriy miniitcr c? Lunan in Fortkrahire, was m 
requeit at an election for the coun^, in consequence 
of his having a ll^ehald vote. One Sunday. Lord 
Gray, whoae portf he eepoDsed, son! into the diurch 
tony, that lie willed lo see tbe ^Mn «]l <^ -^^^ 




buunflflfl oT the nation ; you will nn^ to the pvain 
and g]otj of God from ths beginning of the 119tb 
Pulm ; uid, if 1 bara not retonied when von bare 
coHicladed it, jou miij cither begin it again, or go 
on to the next, oi jou like best" 

Frgiidice RmmeiUd, 
Bensley, the player, was originally a captain in 
the army. One day he mot a Scotx^h officer, who 
had been in the aune regiment. The latter waa 
buppy to meet on old meawnate ; but hja Scotch 
bloMmade bim aehanicd to be seen with & player. 
Ho tlicrofore hurried Mr. Beneley into an unfhk 
qpented coirce.hDUse, wlierc be oaked liim, very ae- 
nou?ly, " Hoo could ye diegrace Ibe oorpe, by turn- 
ing a play-actor 7" Mr. BeruJey replied, tliat he by 
no mcaiiB considered it in that light; that, on the 
contrnry, a respectable playci, win behiTed with 
propriety, woe looked upon in tbs beat manner, and 
kept the company of the Grdt people. "And what, 
man," aaid tlie other, ** do you get by tliia bmiiiiaa 
of yonrs T" "I now," answered Mr. Benaley, " got 
about a Ihousand u-year." " A Iboosand a-year !" 
exclaimed Saunders, astnuabed ; " has you aaj va- 
eancies in your corps J" 



Scene— Doctor's Study. Enter a donceJoiAiaf 

Glasgow Merchant; 
J'aiieiU. — Good momiiig, doctor ; I'm jmt ooma 
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thought, when I was here at ony rate, I might juat 
ai weel tak your advice, sifi, anent my trouble. 

DBckn-^ — ^And pray what may your trouble be, 
my good air 7 

P. — 'Deed, doctor, I'm no very sure; Ifct I'm 
thinking it's a kind of weakness that makes me 
dizzy at times, and a kind of pinkling about my 
stomach — just no right 

Dr. — You're from the west country, I should suj^ 
pose, sir? 

P. — Yes, sir, from Glasgow. 

Dr, — Ay, Pray, sir, are you a gouitnand — a 
glutton ? 

P. — God ibrbid, sir ! Pm one of the plainest men 
living in all the west country. 

i>r.-— Then, perhaps, you're a drunkard ? 

P. — ^No, do(koT ; tiiank God, no one can accuse ^ 
me of that : I'm of the Dissenting persuasion, doc- 
tor, and an elder; s» ye may suppose I'm nae 
drunkard. 

Dr. — {Agide — I'll suppose no such thing, till you 
tell me your mode of life.) I'm so much puzzled 
with your symptoms, sir, that I'shoidd wish to hear 
in detail what you eat and drink. When do you 
breakfast, and what do you take to it ? 

P- — I brea^fiist at nme o'clock. I tak a cup of 
coffee, and one or two cups of tea; a cou^ of eggs^ . 
and a bit of ham or l^ipper'A ssilmon, or may be 
both, if they're good, <and ^tl^^'or three rolls and 
butter. 

Dr4 — Do you eat bo honey, or jelly, or janit to 

break&4T 

P^-^ yea, sir ; but I don't count that as kny 
thing. 

Dvs — Came, this is a very moderate break&st. 
What kiiid of dinner do ycwi iiiaV%.^ 




p. — Ofa, dr, 1 eat a very plain dinner tndiwd. 
Some soup, and lome fiah, and a. little plain roul ot 
bcnied ; lor I diona care Ibr made di^ua : I thick, 
■ome way, Uiej never arSety the appetite. 

Dr. — Yoa lake a little pudding, then, andaflCT. 

F, — Oh yoB ; though I don't care much about 
Dr. — You take a glan of ale or porter widt jour 

i*^— Yes, one or the other, but seldun both. 

Dr. — You west amalry people get>crallj take a 
glaas or Highland whUkey alter dinner 7 

P. — Yea, vie do ; it's good for digeation. 

Dr. — Do you lake any wine during dinner T 

P. — Yea, a gtasa or two of aherry ; but I'm in- 
diffbrent as lo wine during dinnor. I drink a good 
deal of beer. 

Dr. — What quanti^ of port do yon drink 1 

P. — Oh, rery little ,' not above hoira doran ghwet 

Dr. — la the west country, it i> impoanble, I bear, 
to dine without punch T 

Pf— Yea, air; indeed 'tie punch we drink tbiafly; 
but, for myaelt^ unlcaa I happen to havq i ^^— -* 
with me, I never tak more than a coople </ ' 
or Ki, — and that'a uioderate. 

Dr. — Oh, exceedingly moderate indeed! Ton 
then, after tbia alight repuat, take aome ta^ fid 
bread and butter T 

P. — Yea, before I go to the coonting-baaw to 
read the evening letteia, 

Dr. — And, on your return, you take tOppOT, I 
roppoae? 

P. — No^ air, I oanna be said la tak rappn ; hut 
oMlnUeGk, 
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or a Ut of toasted cheese, or half a hundred of 
oysten, or the like o^ that ; and, may be, two-tlurdi 
m a bottle of ale ; bat I tak no regular supper. 

Dr* — But ^ou take a little more punch after that 7 

P^ — ^No, BUT ; punch does not agree with me at 
bed-time. I tak a tumbler of warm whiskey toddy 
at night ; it*s lighter to sleep on. 

Vr, — So it must be, no doubt. This, you say, is 
your every-day life ; but, upon great occasions, you 
perhaps exceed a little ? 

P. — ^No, sir, except when a firiend or two dine 
with me, or I dine out, which, as I am a sober 
family man, does not oflen happen. 

Dr. — Not above twice a-week ? 

P. — ^No; not oflener. 

Dr, — Of course you sleep well, and have a good 
appetite? 

Pd — ^Yes, sir, thank Grod, I have ; indeed, any wee 
harl o* health that I hae is about meal-time. 

I>r.-^ Assuming a severe look, knitting his brows, 
and lowering his eyebrows.) Now, sir, you are a 
very pretty kUow, mdeed ; you come here and tell 
me that you are a moderate man, and I might have 
believed you, did I pot know the nature of the peo- 
ple in your part of the country ; but, upon examina- 
tion, I find, uy your own showing, that you are a 
most voracioas glutton ; you break&st in the mom- 
I ' ing in m, style that would serve a moderate man for 
\ dinner; and, from five o*cIock in the afienioon, you 
f under^gD one almost unhiterrupted loading of your 
' stomach till you go to bed. This is your modera- 
* tion ! yoa told me, too, another falsehood — you said 
you were a sober man ; yet, by your own sbowinff, 
yoa MX6 a beer-swiller, a dram-drinker, a wine-biS- 
'*' ber, and a ^uizler of GlasTOW punch ; a liquor, the 
nuQe of which is associated, in my mind, only with 
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Iha Ideu of low eampao; a , 

Yoa ItU tai jrou eat indi^estiUe sappers, and nril 
toddy to Ibrce alesp — I we that jou chev lobseca 
Now, sir, what humao Ktornach can stand this 7 Gi 
home, sir, and leave off yonr pmeot course of riot 
ous living — Ukc fome drj toart and lea to join 
breakfast — some pliun meat Dud BOup for jour din 
Der, without adding to it uny thing to spur on joui 
fbgHn^ appetite; yon may take a. cup of tea in thi 
evening, but never let me hear of haddocks am 
toasted cheese, and oysterii, with their occompani 
ments of ale and toddy al night ; give up chcwinj 
that vile, narcotic, nauseous abomination, and then 
ore some hopes that your sloniacli mny recover it 
tone, and you be in good haaltli like your neigh 

I'. — I'm sure, doctor, I'm very much obliged b 
you — (taking out a bunch of tuik-notcs) — f sbal 

Dr. — Sir, you ore not obliged to mo — put up yooi 
money, sic. Do you think I'll take a tee fi™n yw 
tor telling you what you knew u woll as myaelfJ 
Though you are no physician, sir, you are not sJ 
together a fool. You have read your Bible, aw 
must know that drunkenness and glullony are botl 
Wnful and dangerous ; and, whatever you may think 
you have this day eonfessed to me that you are i 
notorious glutton and drunkard. Gb home, sir, ani 
refiirm, or, take my word Ibr it, your li& is not wotl 
half a year's purchaee. 

[Exit patient, daiabfeialded and laAiiig blue. 

Dr. — {Sella.) Sober and temperate 1 Dr. WatI 
tried to livo in Glasgow, and make hie patients lin 
moderately, and purged and blad theni when tha| 
were sick ; but it would not do. Let the Glasgux 
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doetomi prescribe beefsteaks and mm puncb, and 
their fortune is made. 

George Schaffer and the Salamander Hat. 

Whilst Schafifer was at a tavern in Epping, N. H., 
he noticed a raw-looking would-be-dandy sort of a 
feUoWf strutting^ about, with all the consequence al- 
lowable to persons who wear new hats and fine 
clotltes ; and thinkings this to be a fine opportunity 
for enjoying a little sport at tlic bumpkin*s expense, 
he accordingly addressed himself in a very respect- 
ful manner to the fellow in the following words : — 
•* A beautiful hat that of yours, sir : pray, young 
gentleman, if I may be so bold, what did you give 
for that?"—" Eight dollars," said the fellow, with an 
air of consequence. " But eight dollars 7 Indeed, 
sir \ Why I pretend to know something about hat9, 
being a hatter myself^ — and I consider iliat liat to 
be as much worth twenty dollars, as the one I wear 
myself which I gave twenty-five for, by the gross. 
Why, sir, they are very scarce — very few of the 
salamander hats imported now-a-days." ** What are 
they ? — salamander hats ?" said tlic fellow. " To be 
sure,** said Schaffer, " did you never hear of tlie 
oalamander hats, wliich are made of a substance 
called asbestos^ which resists the action of heat ? — 
io that if you should leave one in the fire an hour^ it 
wouldn't burn." " What," said the fellow, " wont 
my hat bum, if I slionld go to stick it into that are 
grate ?" ** Burn !" bellow^ Schaffer, staring in hit 
peculiar manner, ** to be sure the salamanaer hatt 
neyer bum !" ** What will you bet, uow, that my 
hat won't bum ?" said the fellow, taking dF his hat 
and examining it ^ Bet ?" said Scha&r, " I never 
bet ! yet, as I am positive iti ihxn case^ I «^»l!\ '^wX. ^^ 
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gtui of pop, thut that hBt(« il ia A tatamander tut) 
mraH bum if TDU should leave it in the flra hos 
minaitt." — " You '11 bet that my hat wont bum, if 
1 ihould BO to poke it in thai are grate ?" " Yen," 



a lesi time than wu Btipu- 
Jated in the bet J while he was prevented from res- 
cuing! it by the coflipanf, who alGrmed that tbcj 
would ace no cheating in the matter, and that the 
hat Bhoiild remain the appointed time. After the 
hat wae consumed, Schaffer, turning round, aaid in 
a melancholy manner, " Here, landlord, give the 
joung gontleraan a gtan of pup— I'ye lost my bet!" 

A Scotch Antmer. 
The Itev. Ralph Enkine, one of the fkthen of 
the Ecccsaion Tmni the Kirk of Scotland, paid a visit 
to his venerable brother, ESieneier, at Abaraethv. 
"Oh ', man," said tfae latter, " but ye come in f^uda 
time ; I've a diet of examination to-day, and ye 
maun tak it, as I have matters o' life and death to 
■citle at Ferth." " With all my heart," quoth Ratph. 
" Noo, KUy," says Eheneier, "ye'll find ■' myfolk 
easy to examine but ane, and him I reckna ye had 
better no meddle wi'. He hu an suld, &diioaa, 
Bcotch way of anawering ae question by potting an- 
other ; and may be he'll affront ye." ""Affimt me l" 
qnoth the indignant theologian; "do ye think ha 
can foU me wi' my oin natural tools r " Awoel," 
■aid his brother, "I'se gie ye &ir warning ; ye bad 
better no ca' him up." The lecuaant wa <hm Wat 
tor Simpaeo, (he smith of On ^axuta. iW ^Axd 
Jlalph, inaigiuMt to the laat 4»^c« il fti* V— "" ' 
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of such an illiterate cbwn chopping divinity with 
him, determined to ^avcl him at once with a i^rand, 
leadingr, wianswcrable question. Accordingly, after 
puttingr a variety of simple preliminary intcrroga> 
lories to tlie senior clodhoppers, he all at once, with 
a loud voice, cried out, " Walter Simpson !" ** Here, 
sir," says Walter, *• arc ye wanting me ?" " Atten- 
tion, sir! Now, Walter, can yo tell me how long 
Adam stood in a state of innocence 7** ** Ay — ^till he 
got a wife,** cried the anvil-hammcrcr, in an in- 
stant ; ** but can ye tell me, sir, hoo lang he stood 
after?" "Sit down, Walter," said the discomfited 
divine. 

Let Sleeping Dogs Ide. 

A weaver, who lived in a village in Ayrshire, and 
who occupied every Sunday a conspicuous bottom- 
room in the front lafi of the parish churcli, was a 
shameless votary of Morpheus. Day after day, for 
years, John Thamaon regularly laid his head upon 
the book-board at the reading out of tlie text, and 
there did he sleep, yea sometimes snore, till tlie con- 
elusion of the diaoourse. John seemed to tliink tlic 
text all that was truly necessary ; ho ** dreamed tlie 
rest" This at length became intolerably annoying 
to the clergyman, and two elders were sent to re- 
monstrate with him on the exceeding sinfulness of 
his behaviour. ** I canna help it, sirs," said John ; 
** I*m a hard-working man a* the week, but Sabbath ; 
and though I like toe kirk and the minister wccl 
eneuch, unless ye ca* my head off, I canna keep my 
een open." " Weel, John," sftid the remanstranli, 
** if ye vriU allow Satan to exerceese his power over 
you in thii dorming, dwammins ^n^^^ W ^^ -mr^ 
kirk HaeU, what gan ye nt mU)eiraDSL>aiS^«^>B» 

F 
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jj amaist sees yoa ? Can je no ttk a baek 
where your sin micht be less seen and heard ?** 
k a back scat t" exclaimed John ; ** na, na, I*U 
or qnit my cozie comer ; my father, my grand- 
er, and my great-grandfather a* sat there : and 
re sit will John, come o*t what will !** This re- 
nstrancc being found ineffectual, the minister re- 
ved upon the desperate measure of affronting John 
t of his truly antichristian practice, by rebuking 
m before the congregation, and while he was in 
ic very act Little, however, did he know the 
rinciple of resistance which glowed within the 
losom of the drowsy wabstcr. Next Sunday fbre> 
loon, as soon as Jolm had, as usual, sunk into slum- 
ber upon the desk, and fairly begun his serenade, 
he cried, " Sit up, Jolm Thamson I" " I 'm no sleep- 
incr, sir," quoth John. ** Oh, John, John ! can you 
teU me what I said last 7" ^ Ou ay, sir ; ye nid, 
• Sit up, John Thamson !' " 

Acute Criticiam. 

Three Roxburghshire lairds, Mr. Kerr of Abbot- 
rule, Mr. E— t of II— d, and Mr. K— r of C— o, 
were officers in one fencible regiment, which was 
quartered in a town in Ireland durmg the time of 
the Rebellion of 1798. It was the .age before intel- 
lect began its march, when all men were not baand 
to bo familiar with literary matters, as in latter 
times. Mr. Kerr was oonsulted by his two com- 
panions, whose capacities, he was very well aware, 
were not over brilliant, as to the best manner of be- 
guiling the time while the regiment woa lying in- 
active, and reoonimcndcd the Viear of Wak^fieid to 
them as a book from the perusal of which they wero 
euro to deriTQ tlie desired amusement : it ww ym 
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dpftUy, boweTei, nilh ■ view to his own unnn. 
nKDt, that be eDg:a^ed tbem in Ihia method of kilL 
ing iheir tediona leuure honra. The two stndenti 
■et to work on Goldunith'a toKinaliag novel witfa- 
otit loM of time, uid, living to^tbeTj they resolved 
also to rend topether : upon the nme principle, it im 
to be pienuned, that two tmeUeis on one road iain 
company in order to lighten the waj. Mr. Kerr 
loilEdnottocallregiilajJy every forenoon, to see what 
progreM they made, and always found the Vicar iif 
WatrfiM lying on the tabic, with a mark at the 
place where they had left off. This mark he eye>7 day 
pat back to very nearly the same place where it had 
been the day betore; so that the two intelligent gen- 
tlemen, though they applied assiduouely, coud hardly 
make their way thnugh the volume it all At 
length he did permit them to finish it, and aakcd, 
when it was done, how they liked ilT "Why," 
•aid one of them very simply, ■■ it's a nice enough 
kind of book; but dont you think there is a great 

Fitt^mrgfi imibuiunt at Leghorn. 
Pitlaburgh ia a fort of entry, and ship-building 
hu been ctnied oa with spirit even at the source 
oi the Ohio. A curious incident, connected with 
tbii subject, WM mentioned by Mr. Clay, on ^e 
floor of Congreaa. " To illuBtrate the commercial 
habitg of the American people, be said he woold 
relate an anecdote of a veaBel boilt and cleared oat 
■t I^ttaburgb, for Leehom. When (he arrived at 
her place of dsDtination, the master praeented hia 
papera to the pinier nfficvr, wbo woold not oredit 
them ! but said to him, ' Sir, your pweia are fbfnd. 
"nierp i* DO nioh flu* la Flttdxnrgh in tbs wiSil 
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yimr twri must be coofifcated.* ITie tremblinff 
CSaptun Hid before the officer the map of the United 
Btatee— directed him to the Gulf of Mexico— point- 
ed oat to him the moath of the Miwiflsippi — led 
him a thooaand miles ap to the mooth of the Ohio, 
and thence another thousand np to Pittsborgh. 
* There, sir, is the port where my vessel cleared 
oat r The astonished officer, before he had seen the 
map, would as readily have believed that this vessel 
had been navigated from the moon.** 

Summer and Winter. 

Daring the wet and disagreeable summer of 
1820, one gentleman asked another if he ever re- 
membered such a summer ; to which the other re- 
plied, very seriously, ** Yes ; last winter.** 

CrUieism, 

The early patroness of Bums (Mis. Dunlop, of 
Dunlop) had an old housekeeper, a sort of privileged 
person, who had certain aristocratical notions of 
the family dignity, that made her utterly astonished 
at tlie attentions that were paid by her mistress to a 
man in such low worldly estate as the rustic poet 
In order to overcome her prejudice and surprise, 
her mistress persuaded her to peruse a MS. copy of 
the **Cotter*s Saturday Ni^ht,** which the poet had 
just then written. When Mrs. Dunlop inquired her 
opinion of the poem, she replied, with a quaint in- 
difference, ** Awed, madam, that's vera wee!.** ** Is 
that all you have to say in its favour V* asked the 
mistress. ** *Deed, madam," she returned, ** the like 
o* you quality may see a vast in*t; bat I was aye 
used to the like o* all that the poet has written about 
flitber'e house, and atweel I dimui keii 
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how he eotild hae detscribed it ony other ffttte.** 
When Burns heard of the old woman's criticism, 
he remorked that it was one of the hijfhest oompU- 
ments he had ever received. 

Lord Kaimei, 

Lord Kaimes, it is very well known, paid great 
and successful attention to the improvement of ag- 
riculture. A great number of years ago, a Grerman 
quack, who called himself Baron Von Haak, vaunted 
of having discovered a powerfully fertilizing ma- 
nure, which he advertised for sale, pretending that 
a very small quantity sufficed to fertilize an acre of 
land in a very extraordinary manner. Happening 
to converse upon this subject with one of his neigh- 
bours, a plain sagacious &mier, the former observed 
lO Lord Kaimes, that he had no faith in the Baron*8 
nostrum, as he conceived the proposed quantity vastly 
too small to be of any use. ** My good friend," said 
Lord Kaimes, **such are tlie wonderful discoveries 
in science, that I should not be surprised if, at some 
future time, we might be able to carry the manure 
of an acre of land to the field in our coat pocket !** 
•* Very possibly," replied the farmer ; " but, in that 
case, I suspect you will be aUe to bring back the 
crop in your waistcoat poeket" 

It was once customary for the Scotch criminal 
judges to give a dinner at the circuit towns to all 
the legal train which follow them. Lord Kaimes 
was once doing the honours of such an afiair at 
Perth, where, being very parsimonious, he defraud- 
ed the company of their usual daret. The ooover- 
sation turned on Sir Cbarles Hardy^s fleets which. 
WW then blockaded by the ¥tc!IM^\ vdi^ ouit^^di^ 
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thit part of the oanntr; to have a somewhat bettor 
dinnei on Sundiji than on the other day* of the 
week. The Dominican letter on the present accanoii, 
in s'certsin coUxge, indicated sheep'i hcod and p 
haggis, two diaheji, each of which mfly bo mid to 
Bland high in the effediona of a Sccttish pcannt, bat 
which, t(«ether, are £t to make him at happy ai a 
kin|r. _ Toe itad warthat of a itout liill-grown lup^ 
and, as the old tong aajs, it wae put — 

" ; i- IhB pal, . 

— the same pot, be it remarked, with the hams- 
This delicious men wu left to the chai^ of a hUls 
boy, the aon of the boneri coUior, and the rert of UM 
famil; all trudged off' to church. During ■crmaa, 
to the great mortificalioii of the mother, the javenilo 
ciiBtodier of tba kail-pat entered the place of wonhip 
during- sermon, and began, from a station a l!uB 
within the door, to make some ludicrous, but evi- 
denlly Tery earnest and aniiouB signs to her, by 
way of inducing her to leave her seat and (bllow 
him out of doors. She kepi winking and glooming, 
to make him go away ; hut he was not to be carried 
from his purpose by any such signals, Tt was evi- 
dently « case of great and imptutant distres*. At 
length, tiiB bof 's anxiety getting qnitc the belter of 
his prudence, ho ftirly hurst out with, — " 'Deed, 
mothec, ye may winky-wanky as you like i but it's 
tniB eneuch : 1 tell ye, the sheep's head has sticket 
Ihe haggis !" This appeal was heard by the whole 
congregation, and moved the very elders, and even 
the mmister himseir, to laughter; while the old 
lady, hobbling out of her seat, lent the unfbrlanate 
•cullion such a lounder on the cheek, as made him 
■[On before her out of the church. This exclamation 
is to this doy prmarbial in the place. 
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Wit by Marriage. 

An En^-lish frcntlenian visitingf the widow of 
I{ob«?rt liiirns, tlic Scottish poet, at Dumfries, was 
exceedingly anxious to obtain some relick of the 
bard, as he called it; that is, some scrap of his 
handwriting, or any other little object which could 
be considered a memorial of the deceased. Mrs. 
Bums replied to all his entreaties, that she had al- 
ready given away every thing of that kind that was 
remarkable, or which she could think of parting 
with ; that, indeed, she had no relick to give him. 
Still the visitant insisted, and still Mrs. Burns de- 
clared her inability to satisfy him ; at length, pushed 
by his good-humoured entreaties to very extremity, 
»he as good-humourcdly said, ** Well, sir, unless you 
take myself, I reallj can think of bo other relick 
(relict) of him that is in my power to give, or yours 
to receive." Of course, this closed the argument 

Female Patriotiam, 

The following anecdote, which is too well authen- 
ticated to be disputed, furnishes one instance, among 
thousands, of that heroic spirit and love of liberty, 
which characterized the American lemabM during 
the struggle for independence. 

**A good lady, in 1775, lived on the seaboard, 
about a day's march from Boston, where the British 
army then was. By some unaccountable accident, 
a rumour was spread in town, and country, in and 
about there, that the regulars were on a full march 
fat that place, and would probably arrive in three 
hours. 

" This was aAer the battle of Lezington, and all, 
OS might be well supposed, was in sao oonfbsion : 
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tome iv«re boUmff with rage, and fbU of fight ; Mme, 
in fear and oonflakn, were biding their treasures ; 
and others flying fix life. In this wild moment, 
when most people, in some way or other, were 
frightened from tlftir propriety, our heroine, who 
had two sons, one about nineteen years of age, the 
other about sixteen, was seen preparing them to dis- 
charge their duty. The eldest she was able to equip 
in fine style : she took her husband^s fbwlin^-piece, 
* made for duck cfr plover,* (the good man being ab- 
sent on a coasting voyage to Virginia) and with it 
the powder-horn and shot-bag. But the lad thinking 
the duck and goose shot not quite the size to kiS 
regulars, his mother look a chisel, cut up her pew- 
ter spoons, hammered them into slugs, and put them 
into his bag, and ,he set off in great earnest, but 
thought he would 4dk one moment and see tlic par- 
son, who said, * Well done, my brave boy ! God pre- 
serve you !* and on he went in the way of his duty. 
The youngest was importunate for hU equipments, 
hut his m^er could find notliing to arm him with, 
but an old rusty sword. The boy seemed rather un- 
willing to risk himself with this alone, but lingered 
in the street, in a state of hesitation, when his mo- 
ther thus upbraided him : • You John H*****, what 
will your fiither say, if he hears that a child of his 
is afraid to meet the British ? — go along : beg or 
borrow a gun, or you will find one, child : some cow- 
ard, I dare say, will be running away. : then take 
his gun, and march forward ; and if yon come back, 
and I hear you have not behaved like a man, I shall 
carry the Imish of shame on my fiice to the grave.* 
She then shut the door, wiped the tear froini her 
eye, and waited the issue. The boy joined the 
march. Snch^ woman could not have cowards for 
her sons. InstBiices of refined and delicate pride 
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Apoiogieg for ShaUdnaa, 
A reepectable public functionary in Dundee, of 
puBtmonious habiu, was one day rallied b; a friend 
(him tlie country upon tbe eitrenic sbabbinesi of 
hit attire. "Hoot, man," onewered the hailia, "it's 
Dae matter; every Imdy hem me here;" meaning 
that, his chHTacler being perlectlj known in tbc 
place, it was quite unneecssaiy thit he shonld fijr- 
tify hie pretensiona by fine clothes. It happened lliat 

of London ; and, finding his clothes no better, ei- 
prcned Btitl greater surprise than betoce, adding, 
that surely his tormer excuse ivould not now OTtil 
him. "Hoot, man," answered the perlinaciona mi- 
ser, ** TIaebody kena me here !" 

Rtproaf fnm tht Pulpit. 
The ReT^M^, Shirro, a most occentric diascnting 
clergyman ft Kirkaldy, oould never endore lo reo 
any of hia flock attend public worship in clotbt?s 
that he thought to) fine for their station in lilb. One 
Bunday afternoon, a young lasa, who attended his 
meeting.liotise regularly, and wna peraouoll; known 
to him, came in with s new bonnet or greatM mig- 
nitode, and more richly decorated, Ihan be Ihoafltt 
befitted the wearer. He nnn observed it ; and, pauc- 
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Meg Dad: 

A lute temale innkeeper at Peeblm, Miss Ititcliic 
by name, uisirered in eTeiy respect to tlie ciiaracter 
of Meg Doda, in the novel of St. Ronan's Well In 
the year 1810, a nomber of French officers, who had 
been priBoners in the depot at Pennycuili, were sent 
to PeeblcB, to lodge there on parole. At their first 
uriTsl, Borne of them went to dine at MIsb Ritchie's ; 
■nd she placed before them a luieen of excellent 
Scotch broth. Being keenlj eel after their walk, 
they relished her fiire xery moch, and said to one 
another, " C'eat bon, c'eet bon ;" accompanying the 
remark with shrues and grimaces expressive of sut- 
is&ction. Thii, Miss Ritchie overheard, and, mis- 
taking the ejtpreeaion, — "I daur yc," said she, "ya 
hallanshaker looking sooondrels, to say there's bantg 
i^ my kail ! Gang li^k whuur ye cam frae, and hq 
if ye'll get oDf better there l" And il was not with- 
out some jij^ralty that the good lady vcss appeased, 
io as to penml thetn to sit any longer in her houst. 

Another lady of this stamp kepi a hotel at Green, 
law, in Berwickshire, where, one day, she had the 
hoooiir to receive under her roof a very wortliy eler- 
eyman, with three sons of the same profession, each 
having a cure of aoula — be it said, in pasuing, none 
of the reverend party was reckoned powerful in tlie 
pnlpit. Tt most at» be mmaiked that the worthy 
lusMsB, like the most of her tribe in that age, did 
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not fMnk henelf well treated if her goarf^djld not 
ask her to partake of their repaft, or at least of their 
driifk. After dinner was over, the worthy senior, in 
the pride of his heart, asked Mrs. Buclian whether 
she ever hod had such a party in her house beiore. 
" Here sit I,** said he, ** a (Maced minister of the 
Kirk of Scotland, and ^ere sit my three sons, each 
a placed minister of the same kirk. Confess, Lucky 
Buchan, you never had such a party in your house 
before." The questicm not being premised by any 
invitation to sit down and take a ^ass of wine, Mrs. 
R answered drily, ** Indeed, sir, i cannot just say 
that I ever had such a party in my house before, ex- 
cept once in the forty-five, when I had a Highland 
piper here, with his three sons, all Highland [Mpers : 
and deil a spring could they {day among them.** 



Washington's Friendship for Gen, Knox. 

Wuhington always kept this useful and scientific 
officer near his own person ; and he not only Ikhi- 
oured him with confidence, but with brotherly afiec 
ti<m. Afler the defeat of Grates*s army at Camden, 
General Greene was offered the arduous command 
of the southern department. The Quaker General, 
with his usual modesty, replied, " Knofl^ ii the man 
for that difficult undertaking ; all obstacles vanish 
before him; his resources are infinite.** ''True,** 
answered Washingtcm, ** and therefore I cannot part 
with him.** 

Bishop heigktmL 

This amiable personage, who was bishop of Don^ 
keld, in the reign of Qiarles II., was ezoeedingly 
charitable. One day, as he was taking exeroiM in 



a Mdaded walk near the town, the widow of a poor 
deigyman, to whose sajiport, and that of her chil- 
dren, his lordahip hod libenilly contrihuted, broke 
in npon hia solitiide, and fix* a i^erj strange reason. 
The good woman had been led to luppoee, that the 
real cause of the bislu^^s beneficence was a desire 
to make himself agreeable to her. Accordingly, 
when he asked eagerly after her children, under the 
impression that her intrusion arose from sudden 
distress on their part, she replied that they were all 
well, but she had been unable to rest till she dis- 
dosed to his lordship a remarkable revelation which 
had been made to her. ^ A revelation to you !*' 
exclaimed the astonished dignitary. ** Yes, my 
lord," said the woman; **it was revealed to me 
that your lordship and I are about to be married." 
"Indeed!" cried Leighton, "no such revelation, 
however, has yet been made to me ; and if we are 
to be married by revelation, the marriage cannot 
take place, you know, until it be revealed to both 
partieaJ'^ 

Bans Mots of a Brother of T. Campbell, 

While Mr. Thomas Campbell was prosecuting 
his studies at the University of Glasgow, he occu- 
pied the same apartments with an elder brother, 
who, though no poet himself^ was an admirable 
eritic, and possessed a species of dry sarcastie hu- 
mour, peculiarly his own. Mr. Campbell had de- 
icended to the break&st-room one morning, leaving 
Ihe poet to follow at his leisure. After waiting some 
ime, he commenced his meal in sditode, and had 
learly finished, when his brother entered with a 
of vers^ in his hand, which he laid on the 
as an excuse for the delay, at the same time 
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reqneitinf Mr. Campbell*fl opinkm of their merit 
The nfAy was quite characteristic: **Yoi]r lines 
are admirable, Tom, my boy ; but they want Jire ;*' 
and, suiting the action to the word, the merciless 
critic committed the paper to the flames. 

On another occasion, when the brothers were in 
bed together, the poet was more than usually rest- 
less, and, in the ardcnir of inspiration, inflicted sun- 
dry kickiB upon his less elevated brother, which the 
other received with his usual lang froid. In the 
morning, however, he took the first oniortnni^ of 
interrogating the poet as to the cauie of his per]dezp 
cd slumbers. ** I was not asleep," he xifiied, ** but 
was attempting a poem upon grandeur, and could 
not get the lines to please me at all ; with one or 
two alterations, however, I think it will do now.** 
"Indeed!" said the elder brother drily: •'Well, 
Tom, I don't know what share you claim in this ef^ 
fusion; but I am quite sure / had all the bdd 
strokes of it" 

The Lost Wig, 

-While Lord Coalstoun lived in a house in the 
Advocate's Close, Edinburgh, a strange accident 
one morning befell him. It was at t&t time the 
custom f<x advocates and judges to dress themselves 
in gowns, and wigs, and cravats, at their own 
houses, and walk to the Parliament House. They 
usually breakfasted early, and, when dressed, were 
in the habit of leaning over their parlmur windows 
for a few minutes, before St Giles's bell started the 
sounding peal of a quarter to nine, enjoying the 
agreeabfe morning air, and perhaps discussing the 
news of the day. It so happened one morning, 
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while Lord Coalstoun was prepazing to enjoy his 
matutinal treat, two eirls, who lived in the seocmd 
flat above, were amusing themselyes with a kitten, 
which, in thoughtless sport, (hey had swung over 
the window, by a oord tied round its middle, and 
hoisted for some time up and down, till the creature 
was getting father desperate with its exertions. 
His lordship had just popped his head out of the 
window, directly below that from which the kitten 
swung, little suspecting, good easy man, what a 
danger impended; like the sword of Dionysius, over 
his head ; when dowxl came the exasperated animal 
at full career, directly upon the senatorial wig. No 
sooner did the girls perceive what sort of landing 
place their kitten had found, than in terror or sur- 
prise they began to draw it up ; but this measure 
was now too late, for along with the animal, up also 
came the judge's wig, 6xcd full in its determined 
talons, ms fordship*s surprise, on finding his wig 
lifled off his head, was ten thousand times redoubled, 
when, on looking up, he perceived it dangling in 
its way upwards, without any means visible to him 
by which its motion might be accounted for. The 
astonishment, the dread, the awe almost of the sen- 
ator below — ^the half mirth, half terror, of the girls 
above— together with the fierce and retentive energy 
q£ puss between — altogether formed a scene to 
which lansTiage cannot do justice, but which George 
CruikshaxuL might perhaps embody with comudera- 
ble efiect It was a joke soon explained and par- 
doned ; but assuredly the perpetrators of it did af- 
terwards get many a lengthened injunction from 
their parents never again to fish over the window 
with inch a bait for honest men's wigs. 
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oould get up to the world he had discovered in the 
moon ; jfbr, as the way must needs be longf, a person 
travelling thither would require to have satDQ rest- 
ing places by the way? **0h, madam,** said the 
bishop, " your grace, who has built so many castlei 
in the air, can be at no loss.*^ 

At your Service, 

The late Sir Fletcher Norton was in his charac> 
ter of a counsellor rather coarse : he once examined 
Mr. Alderman Shakespeare as a witness, and, in 
the course of his examination, said in a rude way, 
•* And pray, what trade arc you, friend ?** ** A rope- 
maker, at your sertice^ replied the alderman. 

The American Soldier, 

In the battle of , Colonel Jessup, suspect- 
ing that his troops had expended nearly all their 
cartiidges, passed along the rear of the line, to make 
inquiry as to the fact. Several soldiers who lay 
mortally wounded, some of them actually in the 
agonies of death, hearing the inquiry, forgot for a 
moment, in their devotion to their country, both the 
pain they endured and the approach of death, and 
called out, each one ibr himself, ** Here are cartridges 
in my box — ^take and distribute them among my 
companions.** 

A soldier in the line exclaimed to his commander, 
** My musket is shot to pieces.** His comrade, who 
lay expiring with his wounds at the distance of a 
few feet, replied in a voice scarcely audible, " My 
musket is in excellent order — take and use her.** 

It is no extravagance to assert, that an army of 
such men, commanded by ofBcers of corresponding 
merits is literally invincible. 



** VfiOi npid to pnigitoiy," lajf an old popkh 
writsr, "witE rantd to pnrnlory, I wfll Mt My * 
frest deal ; but IhU moch I (AMy— All the 1%- 
tntuita RWj gn isrtber, imd &n wone." 

Oti«r Ihnu m lib f%'e. 

Mn. B deaired Dr. Jofauaa ts ghf hk opin- 

ko of I arm work she had joat wiittaBi adding, 
th&t, if it would not do, dW bwged Um to teD lier, 
fir ibe hnd other innu i» tk J^ and in caM ofila 
not being lihelj (o mceeed, abe ccold brinf out 
•omething eln. " Then," nid the Doctor, aAer 
having turned orer a few of the leaTea, ** I advkc 
you, madam, to pnt it where your lUier trmu are." 

Grtid in Lttteri. 
It being proved, tsi ■ trial at Goildball, that a 
la really luck, who pretended that it 



Jhivtlling Pait. 

A traveller ■peaking of the many oi . 

dtie* be liad aeen, one of lbs coouiany aaksd him 
If be had enz baeu in ConiiogrMby T Hc^ takinf 
it ftr the name of a oi^, aaid, -We aaw it a' 
tBBDa; but, aa we went port, we mnlil not vi 

TluHiL 

■ brigade wai once engafed in 



( eappoRd (o b* DnrtaUy 
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wounded. A boll passed through the cock of his 
hat, very much tearing, not only the orown, but also 
his head. He laj, for roany hours, insensible ; hot, 
suddenly reviving, his first inquiry was after his hat; 
which bein^ brought to him, a friend at the same 
time lamenting the mangled state of his bead, he ex- 
claimed ; ** Oh, I care nothing about my head : time 
and the doctors will mend that ; but it grieves me 
to think that the rascals have ruined my new hat 
for evft." 

Sdling LemdM, 

A yeoman of Kent Mlling some lands, the law- 
yer was puzzled as to the designation which ha 
should have in the deeds. ** Say ffcntiefium,** sug. 
gested a bystander ; " for selling buds is a gentle- 
man's trade.** 

A Warlike Prelate. 

Richard 11, on the pope reclaiming, as a son of 
the church, a bishop he had taken prisoner in battle, 
sent him the prelate*s coat ofmaily and, in the w(Hrd» 
of Scripture, asked him, ** Know whether this be 
tky ffon*ff coat or no 7** 

Croe9 Answen. 

A prisoner being brought up to Bow Street, the 
following dialogue passed between him and the sit- 
ting magistrate : ** How do you live 7** ** Pretty well, 
sir ; generally a joint and pudding at dinner." ** I 
mean, sir, how do you get your bread ?** **! beg your 
worship's pardon ; sometimes at the baker**, and 
sometimes at the chandler's shop.** ** Yoa may be as 
witty as yoa {dease, sir; but I mean siniply to aak 
you, h(M¥do yoa dor* •"Toleral^y «iA» I Aank 
ymir wondi^: Ilnpeyoar wvnhipUiiauv ^M 




Charltt (Ae Sicmd 
Ko prince wa» more nddre 
while the very people who ecu 
cilrBTiigBiit o^rs, bcarcely t, 
WBiy Bupplies. Killigrew row t 
■sd once gave privuti: oidera 
make one of his maiestj's cc 
BDonnDUB size, bdiI the other i 
thimble. The king beinp in 
done It the desire of Killig 
leoeaa. " M«y it please youi 
■wb wig, "liie large pocket 
AtMH of yoat subjects, and 
^tmut/ in, which they iutead t 

PuniihmeTit of 
Lord North, who was very 
the gout, one day feeling bojdi 
proaching fit, ordered his serv 
gouty Ehoes. The fellow, sf 
some time in vain, returned, ai 
believed they were slolen, end 
information, muttered t few 
the thief. "Poh! poh I" raic 
peer, "do not be Ul-naturcd ; uJ 
rascal is, that the shoes may f 

GtnrTBuity of La 
In the year 1787, there was 



, F^ttUk who was then in PVi 
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SuDud Breck, of Boston, expressing his syropathj 
inr the sufferers, and directing him to draw a bill on 
him for 300 pounds sterling, to be applied towards 
their relief. The bill was accordingly drawHi and 
the money was received and applied according to 
his directions. 

Mr. Breck's son still preserves this letter as a 
precious memorial of the philanthropy and American 
feeling of La Fayette. 

This American feeling has indeed been manifested 
throoghoot his whole life. His oply son bears the 
name of George Washington, and his tWo ^taghters 
are called Carolina and Virginia. 

Pun upon Pun. 

Strange, Moore, and Wright, three notorious pun- 
sters, were, on a certain occasion, dining together, 
when Moore observed, ** There is but one knave 
amonff us, and that's Strange" **0h no," said 
Wright " there is one Moored " Ay," laid Strange, 
« that's Wrigktr 

Charles Matthetos. 

Matthews being asked what he was going to do 
with his son, (the young man's profession was to be 
that of an architect,) " Why," answered the come- 
dian, ** he is going to draw houses like his father." 

Making Free, 

Some time ago, a member of Parliament applied 
to the post^ffice, to know why some of his nranks 
had been charged. The answer was : " We sap- 
posed, sir, they were not of your writiiif ; the hmtm 
IB not the same," " Why, not precisely the saniB | 
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but the truth is, I happened to be a HHU tiftif 
when I wrote them." ^ Tlien, or, wUl you, in m* * 
tnre^ be bo good as to write * drunk ' when you make 
Jner 

John Hancock, 

Dorlne the siege of Boettm, General Washington 
oonsiilted Congress upon the propriety of bombards 
iBf the town of Bcwton. Mr. Hancock was the 
Prandent of Congress. After General Wadiin^- 
ton's leltjf/t was roSo, a solemn silence ensued. This 
was broMi by a member making a motion that the 
House should resolve itself into a committee of the 
whfde, in order that Mr. Hancock might give his 
(pinion upon the important subject, as he was deep- 
ly interested fhrni having all his estate in Boston. 
After he left the chair, he addressed the chairman 
of the committee of the whole in the following 
words: "It is true, sir, nearly all the property 1 
have in the world is in houses and other real eirtate 
in the town of Boston ; but if the ezpukion of the 
British army from it, and the liberties of our Country 
require their being burnt to ashes— msim the order 
for that purpose immediately .'*^ 

Historical Doubts, 

An auctioneer, at a sale of antiquities, put up a 
helmet, with the fbUowing candid observation:— 
'** This, ladies and gentlemen, is a helmet of Rom- 
ulus, the Roman Founder ; but whether he was a 
hrass or iron founder, I cannot tell.** 

Stocks Jfdiw, 

A wag, passing through a country town in Hm 
north, observed a iaUow ^aoed in the tlMdub— *• Mjr 
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upon the Spaninfa fleet, "• Whether he had reckoned 
the number of the enemy V* ** No,'* replied the latter, 
*" it will be time enough to do that when we haw 
made them strike I" 

Posts and Ratling, 

Mr. Pitt was forming a park about Walmer Cae. 
tie, thinking to inclote it with posts and rails. As 
he was one day calculating the expense, a gentleman 
stood by, and told him that he did not go the cheap- 
est way to work. " Why ?" said the premier. " Be- 
cause," replied tlie gentleman, "if you will find 
postSt the country will find railing,^* 

Svperfieial Knowledge, 

A young man, in a large company, descanting 
very flippantly on a subject, his know^dg&of which 
was fevidcntly very superficial, the Duchess of De- 
vonshire asked his name. ** *l'is Scarlet,^^ replied a 
gentleman who stood by. ** That may be," s^ her 
grace, " and yet he is not deep red^* 

Dr. Spring of Watertown. 

A man of property, residing in Charlestown, 
Mass., who had long been in habits of lutemperance, 
at last found his health to be on the decline^ and re- 
solved to consult the celebrated Dr. Spring, of Water- 
town. He stated to him the symptoms of his case, 
which tlic learned Doctor could not but understand. 
" I can cure you," said he, ** if you follow my adviee ;** 
whlcli the patient hnplicitly promised to do. ''Now,'* 
says the doctor, "you must steal a horse." ** What ! 
steal a horse?" "Yes — ^yoa must iteal a hone. 
You will tlien be arrested, conTicted, uid phoed im 




« (itiialioa irtiere jour diet and regimen will ba 
Bach, that in s ihort time jdat health wiU be per- 
fectlj restored." 

" JtritA I could," 
A gentlenuii, traveDing- in a long l&np, where hii 
lione could hardly get throngh the mire, met a 
pesBant, of whom he inqoired the way to a certain 
place. " Straight forwaTil," uid the nun, " yon 
cannot go out of jfnur way." " Faith, I fear so," 
Bttid the querist ; " I wiirfi 1 coqld 1" 

Lrnthaa, tht Sptaktr. 
In the time of the Long Pailiament, Sandyi, a 
gentleman of bold iipirit, was examined before the 
House, when LenthaU, the Speaker, pot mnie ridicn. 
Ions and impeftioent queations to him, aekingf, at 
bst, what countryman he was? "Of Kent," said 
Sandynj "and pray, may 1 demand the same of 
you 1" » I am out of the weot," said Lcnthall. " By 
my troth," replied Sandys, "so I thought, for all the 
wiso men come ont of Uie easL" 

Exftumation of the Regicidft. 

In the crowd which attended the eihiimation of 

Cromwell, Ireton, and Braddiaw, after the Restora. 

tion, some one eiclaimed, " Who would have ever 

thought to OEC Cromwell hanged lor high trcFuvn ?" 

see," he added, painting to Bradshaw, "there ia 4 
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Doetor Lathrop wb* ■ man of gi 
mnch oppoaed to the noisj h»1 tMl 
knawn <k raea." 

A yautg dtviiie, who wsa raoob j 
ulic caul, vte dij nid to him, " 
JOD have any real raUgioa T" " No 



a hod better m 

■ vet jacket." Newton, kwhiag 
■ervinff neither cZoudi nor a speck 
Vn™ on, taking- very little notlo 
mfiirniitian. Ho bed mide but a 

■ ■torm, auddeniy arisiug-, drenched 
Sorpiiwd at tbc circumiliince, an 
poaiibte, lo ascertain how on ignoi 
tained a precisian of knowledge of 
which tihe wiaert philosophers woi 
rode buck, wet na he was. " My io 
"I'll give thee a guinea if thou » 
thou canst ibretell the weather so t 
■ir I I will then ;" and the boy, sen 
and holding out hi> hand fin the 
air," having received ttie moDey, an 
alieem " when you see that hiack 
towanl* the wiod, tia a sure sign « 
liaur." "What!" eiclsimed the ph 
I, in order to rorelcll the weathn 
wateb wbiiJi way that black ram 
" Yea, or." Off rode Newton, qui 
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Good SubtiitMU jmr Law. 

" I de^ you,** said a atabborn culprit to a jnstiee 
during toa Civil War; ** there is no law now.** 
**Then,** aaid the justice gravely to his servants, 
** if there be no law, bring me a rope.** The knave 
instantly knocked under. 

CkarleMiL 

diaries the Second laid it down as a rule, that in 
his oonvivial parties the king was alweyt abwetA. 
Being one night in a select party of this kind, one 
of his ooortiers, who had contributed a good deal to 
his mirth, ventured to ask him for a place. Charles, 
though he liked the man as a companion, was yet 
unwilling to break through a fixed rule; and he 
therefore quickly replied, — *^ You may depend upon 
it, I win speak to the king to-morrow abc^it it** 

General WuthingUm^t MaHon, 

In 1817, in a debate in the house of Delegates, 
on tlie biU relative to a map of Virginia, in which 
something was said of military roads, Mr. Mercer 
L. related and applied an anecdote of General 
Washington, which he had received from a member 
of the Convention that formed the Constitation of 
the . United States. The subject of power to be 
given the new Confess, relative to a standing 
army, was on the tapis. A member made a motion 
that Congress shoidd be restricted to a standing 
army n<^ exceeding Jive thousand at any one time. 
Gen. Washington, who, being chairman, could not 
offinr a motion, whispered to a member fixm Mary- 
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land, to amend the motion, by providing that no 
foreign enemy should invade the United States at 
any one time with more thsin three thou$and troops, 

Peter the Great, 

A Russian oflioer, named Valensky, who had a. 
command in the Persian expedition, had once been 
beaten by the Emperor Peter*s order, mistaking 
him for another. " Well," said Peter, •* I am sorry 
for it, but you will deserve it one day or other, and 
then remind me that you ore in arrears with me ;** 
which accordingly happened upon that very expedi- 
tion, and he wai exsiued. 

Judge Juries, 

Jeffries, examining an old follow with a long 
beard, told him, he supposed he had a conscience 
igiiite as long as that natural ornament of his vis- 
age. ** Does your lordship measure consciences by 
beards?" said the man; **that is strange, seeing 
you are yourself ahaven.*' 

Sheridan and the Wettminster Voter. 

As Mr. Sheridan was coming op to town in one 
of the public coaches, for the purpose of canvassing 
Westminster, at the time when Paall was his op- 
ponent, he found himself in company with two 
Westminster electors*. In the course of the con- 
versation, one of them asked tl^ other to whom he 
meant to give his vote? When his friend replied, 
"^ To Paull, certainly ; for though I think him but a 
shabby sort of feUow, I would vote for any one 
rather than that rascal Sheridan !" 

^ Po you know Sheridan ?'* afked the flCnnfer. 
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''Not I, sir," aiMwered the gentleman, **nor 
should I wish to knour him.** 

The convcrsatioa dropped here; bat when the 
party alighted to breaknist, Sheridan called aside 
the one gentleman, and said, — 

*^Pray, who is that very agreeable friend of 
yours ? He is one of the pleasantest fellowe I ever 
met with, and I should be glad to know his name ?*' 

•• His name is Mr. T : he is an eminent 

lawyer, and resides in Lincoln*^ Inn Fleld^** 

Breakfast over, the party resumed their seats in 
the coach; soon afler which, Sheridan turned the 
discourse to the law. ** It is,** said he, " a fine pro- 
fession. Men may rise from it to the highest emi- 
nence in the state ; and it gives vast scope to the 
display of talent : many of the most virtuous and 
noble characters recorded in our history haVtB been 
lawyers. I am sorry, however, to ad j, that somQ 
of the greatest rascals have been lawyers ; but d 
all the rascals of lawyers I ever heard o^ Hxe 

greatest is one Mr. T , who lives in Lincoln*s 

Inn Fields." 

" I am Mr. T ,** said the gentleman. 

^ And I am Mr. Sheridan,** was the reply. 

The jest was instantly seen ; they shook hands, 
and, instead of voting against the recetious orator, 
the lawyer exerted nimself warmly in promoting 
his election. 

Names alter Things, 

A few years since, a tract of land belonging to 
North Carolina, was ceded to South Carolina. A' 
young lady very wisely observed, **I am sorry 
father's plantation is in that tract ; for every body 
says Ncurth Carolina is more healthy than Sooth 
Carolina.** 
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Budcingliam and Sir SiUri Vhicr. 

Dnks of Bnckiiigliiiin tUkinK la Sir 



Robert Viner io > mebinchol; b> 

Cracoal eitrBTngance, " I am afraid, Sir RDbBrl," 
■aid, " I ■faill die a beggar it last— -the iiHiat let- 
riUe thiDg- b the world." " Upon my word, my 
lord," uiiwered the major, ** there ii another thinr 
more lerribb wbid). jtn bn-n reonn to apprehend, 
•nd that is, thai yon will lice a beggar at tlie nu 

A bully leUin^ ■ gentleman, that in manhood and 
Tnlonr be came &r bebind biin, " Yoo are TM)t ftr 
wrong," uknrered the other ; " the taut time I 
fixight with joti, you ran away so fiiat that I could 
Dot overtake you, ran ■■ I mi^L" 

Tit BtUoiBi-BtaatT. 
Id a oathedral, one da^, ailer nrvice, the bellowi- 
btower nid to Ihn nrganut, " I think we iMTe done 
very well to-day." '^ We f" aoid the oreauiat, in no 
■mall Rurpriw at the impudaice of hin menial, 
'bow can you pretend to have any merit in the 
performance 1 Never let me hear yon ny aiwh k 
thing again." The moo said nothing more at the tinte, 
but wlutn they wen next nlaying, be ■uddenly In- 
termitted in lua ti^ of inSatmf the organ, libe 
orgunict rose in wroth to order him to proceed, whtn 
the fellow, thnulJng Itie head oat from behind the 
corttin, asked (lily, *■ ahall it be tM, then t" 
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MOUary Pride. 

A finner was elected to a eorpocabbip in ■ 
nlfitia oempuijr. Hie wife, after disooundnf with 
him ftr ioroe time on the adrantago whMh the 
Aunily would dome from hie exaltation, inquired in 
a doubting tone, ** Husband, will it be proper for us 
to let our ehSdzen phr with the neigfabomrs now ?** 
One of the little urchins Mfrij aakod, ** Are we 
notaM oorporaler* •«Tut,**4H the mother, «• hold 
jrenr toogue; there is no one oorpotal, hot your 
ftther and myself.** 

Jjord Xengon, 

A fnend having pointed oat. to flhfiridan, thai 
Lord Kenyon had faJlen asleep at the first i^pre- 
eentation of Pisarro, and that, too, in the midst of 
RoOa's fine speech to the Peruvian soldiers, tht 
dramatist ibit rather mortified; but, instantly re- 
covering his usual good humour, he said, **Ah, 
poor man ! let him deep : he thinks he is on the 

Ben^ of Stammering. 

A ■tammering Lord Deloraine, being in a cock- 
pit, and QflSBiing sevnral bets, wbich he would have 
lOBt if he could have rejdieid in time, at length efl^- 
•d ten pounds tQ a orown. A ^mbler, who stood 
Vy« said ** Done ;'* but his kirdship*s fit of stuttering 
happening to seize htm at that moment, he could 
not repeat the word ** Done** till the fiivourite cock 
was beat ** Confound your stuttering tongue!** 
cried the leg, ** if you could speak like other ftHst 
yoa would oe rumed.** 
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A Match for Sheridan, 

Sheridan sometimes met with liis match, and tliat 
in quarters where it might have been least expected. 
lie was one day endeavouring to ctU a suit of new 
clothes out of a tailor's shop in the city. Flattery 
was the weapon he employed. ** Upon my word,** 
said he, ** you are an excellent finisher ; you beat 
our snips in the West End hollow. Why don*t 
you push your thimble amongst us? 1*11 recom- 
mend you everywhere. Upon my. honour, your 
work does you infinite credit** ** Yes,** replied the 
artist, " I always take care that my work gives long 
creditf but the wearers ready money" 

BuUding Ibrsea* 

Not many years ago, a pair of miserabk lean 
horses, that looked as though the next gust of wind 
would take them into the air, and who were already 
waiting to have their understanding secured by a 
few nails, attracted the attention of a wag, while 
passing by a blacksmith's shop. The fellow pauoed 
a moment, and examined these objects of anatomy, 
tlien stepped into the shop, and gravely accosted its 
occupant with *^ Do you build horses, sir?** ** Build 
horses !" exclaimed the astonished son of Vulcaii, 
taking off his paper cap and lengthening down hii 
round good-natured face — *^ build hones, sir ! what 
do you mean ?** ** Wh;^,** replied the wag, ** I saw a 
couple o? frames standing at the door, and I thoughl 
I*d just inquire.** 

Good Manners* 

Dunning, the celebrated barrister, was addicted to 
the low and unpardonable vice of taming 
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la lelling Mr. Solicitor-General Lee thai he hvl 
•ought a lew good manori in DevonsliirG, neu 
itiie rillBge <^ Ashbnrtoii. " I wish," wiid Lee, 
would briog some of them into WestminMer 
; lor, apoo mj houoor, ;oa have moat need of 



A Monarch in Fault. 
About the time ivben Murgiby » ■uccenfUhr at- 
tacked the fitage-atruck hvroes in the pIcoAoiit iarcA 
of Jlie Apprcnticf, au eminent poulterer went to a 
Bpouling-club in leareii of hia acrrant, who, ho un- 
derstood, waa tiial evening to make liis debut in 
Loar; he entered lliu room at the moment when 
Dick waa eiclaimiag, " I am the kins — ;ou cannot 
touch nte Ibr coining !" " No, you dog," cried the 
enraged maater, catching- the mad monarch by thi 



Aa Eaal Indian Major Ijtngboa. 
An old East Indian, who had returned Irom Cal- 
cutta, with II largo fortane and a liver complaint, 
had retired to hia native place (Bsnf&hiie), and wa« 
aTailing hioMclf, one evening, of tlie usual privilege 
of travellen to a Tcr; larfe extent- Hia Scotch 
Brienda liatened to hia Major Lmgboiei with an air 
dT perlect belief; till, at laat, the worthy nabob hap- 
pened loaaj, that in a particular part of India, itwai 
□Bual to Ritten hones upon the fleah of aheep's heada, 
reduced to a pulp, and mixed with rice. " Oli," ex- 
claimed all hu aaditora with odh vWw, -Oh, that 
will never do. We can believe aH thn wrt ; hnt real- 
ly, feeding horacs upon shecp'a Iieada U too bad." • 
-Well, gentlampn," aaid the man of 4^YaA.<'\ 



1 ftc ^. 



A boatman, while cngragcd in conveyinj 
tlie Onondago lake, a few years since, sav 
gray cajrle cutting his gyrations in tlic u 
reutly noticing some ])rey in the lake benen 
moment he poised, and darted trom his 
into the water, from which he was unable 
A OHitinued flapping with his broad and < 
pinions kept hirn from being drawn unc 
proved that his diamond eyes had not mistal 
object. He approached the land slowly, the i 
creature below acting as propellant and h< 
The boatman grew interested in the a 
landed. The eagle, on touching terra firm 
himself fastened to a fine salmon. Our h( 
ing it time to take his share of the plunder 
self a stout cudvel, and approached tli 
bird of Jove; which, having his taloni 
unable to rise, advance, or recede. I'lirei 
the club raised to strike, but the noble 
Hke regal bird, and his undaunted fit>nt 
'**«■ boatman qnaiL He could not assaul 
— 1« exhibited no siffns 
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Foote and the Earl cfKdly, 

When the Earl of Kelly paid Foote a visit at his 
country villa, that celebrated wit took him into his 
garden, and, alluding to the beaming honoars of his 
lordship*s fiice, said, " Pray, my lord, look over the 
wall upon my cucumber bed ; it has had no sun this 
year." 

The Greatest Bore in London. 

When Sir William Curtis returned from his vk>y. 
age to Italy and Spain, he called to pay bis respects 
to Mr. Canning, at Gloucester Lodge. Among other 
questions. Sir William said, ** But, pray, Mr. Can- 
ning, what do you say to the tunnel under the 
Thiimes ?" " Say," replied the secretary, ** why, I 
say it will be the greatest bore London ever had, 
and that is saying a great deal." 

Sheridan upon Regularity^ toiih Notes by the 
Earl of Guilford. 

Just about the time that Mr. Sheridan took his 
house in Saville Row, he happened to meet Lord 
Guilford in the street,, to whom he mentioned his 
change of residence, and also announced a change 
in his habits. ** Now, my dear lord, every thing is 
carried on in my house with the greatest regularity ; 
every thing, in short, goes like ck)ckwork." ** Ah," 
replied Lord Guilford, " tick, tick, tick, I suppose." 

A Compliment Quizzed^ 

A gentleman walking in the fields with^ a lady, 
picked a blue beU, and taking out his pencil, wrc^^ | 
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the fbUinriiiK linta, which, with the flower, bo pn- 
■rated to tho Udj. 

For fm, deii girl, ire htamilr Mo. 
Tb which the lodj reidied :— 

If lir, ^Mr comnliinent ke Irna. 

Tht J^cet* of M 



through Ihii conrtry, Bome yee™ preiioi 
leTolalion, paid a vigil lo the Governor uf Connccti. 
cnt, of whom he made inquiriee respecting the con. 
(titution of the country. His Eieoneocy infiirmcd 
him thot, litcrojtj apeUcing, there whb no go^'cm. 

cipher ; thai the IcgislDture met only to wrangle nnd 
da DOthing' ; in a word, it was a mere anarchy and 
confueiori, whenever any active ilep waatobe talicn ; 
and that, iqwn the whoie, the people generally govern- 
ed themselves, every nian doing be he pleased. The 
convcfBation changed ; and the colonel apolte of the 
face of the country ; the improvcmentf ererywhcie 
viiiible ; and the uDiversal appearance of plenty and 
happiness in the Gclda, dwellinga, and clolbing of 
the people. The gBVonior assented, and said hs 
believed there was hardly a country in the world 
that excelled it in all tho« paitlculaia. Such, uil' 
the colonel, were the eCfecta of the no ffovemmeDt 
ite had jiut eipotinted apoo. 




Mr. Jekyll being told that Mr. Raine thebi 



AncJumet and Caperv^ 
A. few yean igo, sn Irish t£cer, who belimgeil 
to s regiment in girriaaii at Malta, returned to E£g> 
land on leave of nbacnce ; and, according to tM 
costom of tinTellcr?, ivna Kind of rtlating tbe won- 
ders lie had seen. Ainon^ otiicr things, he one day, 
in a public cofTi'c-moin, cipoliatcd un the excellency 
of living in general uinong tbe military. " But," 
Slid ho, "as tot the Ancliotiits — by Ibe powers, there 
ia nothing to be seen like tliem in Ihe known wcirld I" 
" Why, Ihat is a bold asBcrtitm," enid a gentleman 
prci'cnl; ' lor I lliiuk England cuu boact of Ibst" 
article iu as groat perfection u any co<Uitr7, if not 
grcnler." "My dear fir," rapiied tlie Irjabraan, 
" you'll pardon me for anyiog tliat joor opinion is 
founded on aliccr ignorance ot' tlio fiict ; — excuse my 
plain spcakingi but you'd soon be oF my way of 
tliiokiog, if you saw (lie fruit growing Eo beautilbl 
aiid largo, as I Imvo seen it many's the day." 
"Well done, Pat," exclaimed hia opponeqt[ "the 
ftuit growing so beantlful and large !— on > tree, I 
suppose 1 Conic, you won't beat that, howeter." 
"Do you doubt tlio word of a genlleman, sir I" re- 
torted the officer. " I doubt lix; fad, sir," answer- 
ed tbe tjentleman. " Then, by the powers lymoCly 
display your own want of understanding, by BO 
doing: and I lake it very uncivil of yon; fir I've 
seen the nnchoriea grow upon the trees with my 
own eyes, niany's the hundred fitnB»-,Mv4^)W«S*iS» 
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all my brotner k,^.^. 

time, were they here to the tore, lu *.^ 

** Upon my soul/^ returned hie opponelfti lactghii 

heartily, " you out-Mandeville even Sir John bimse 

« — and he was no flincher at a fib. He it was, 1 1 

Here, who asserted that oysters grew upon trees < 

tlM Malabar coast ; but you give us anchovies rfai 

mfekied^ ftom the same source! Huzza for Sai 

ndbriok \ — the days of miracles have returned 

'"Thflik, sir,** retarned the Irubman, bridling wl 
uifer, ''ain I to imdentand thi^ 70a .daaCt n 
wordT" *Yoa mar undentand, air, what y 
pleiie; but, thoagn the Uoeoae of traTellmv 
fenenlly tUowed to be pmtLj extensive, joa /n 

.IMt w ttp pose that any gentleman in this oompni; 

'^ be crammed widtjfc absmdily so palpable, as ' 

^ lif aiieho<ie> giu w iugpipun trees.**. ** As mookf 
i^gf^iir, in pfain tenns, that I have told yoa m 
' i Sy the word, sir, and I am satisSed^ Vm 
qqarrdsome, sir, bo^ hj mj woml I otdr «iy 
Midy0D hnd better been' bom wl|hoiit a sbdBlp 
fto^ort shirt to your baok.'*-^Veither |M 
* the gentlnnM, *nbr any oChfer mM 
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^rentlemen, upon mj honoor and conBcicnoe ! as I 
have a sowl to be saved, and to escape the pains of 
pnr^tory, I swear by all the saints in the oilendar, 
that I would scorn to tell a falsehood to man or 
mortal. These very eyes have, on ten thousand dif* 
ferent occasions, seen the anchovies, as plump as 
gooseberries, growing on, and plucked from, the trees 
in his raajcsty^s island and fortress of Malta. In 
the second place—" " Impossible !" exclaimed his 
pertinacious opponent ; **I tell you to your face, and 
before these gentlemen, that you never saw any 
such thing.y "The lie direct!— By the rod of St 
Patrick ! it is more than a Christian officer can bear; 
— but I'll keep myself cool for the honour of the 
corps ; and I'd advise you, sir, if you can't be aisy, 
that you'd better be as aisy as you can ; for if you 
spaik such another disrespectful and injurious word, 
I'll not call you out at all ; but, by the powers ! I'll 
smite your eye out on tlie spot, and plaster the walls 
with your blood ! — so you had better take care of 
yourself, and not be cantankerous, my dear honey.—- 
But to return to my argument, sir, which you have 
so uncivilly interrupted, — ^I was goingr to observe, in 
the second place, to yourself mat it is a rule in 
the army, and mxae particularly in the honourable 
corps to which I belong, that no gentleman shall 
presume to doubt the word of an<^er, unless he 
can positively prove that he is wronii and that too 
on the spot Therefore, sir, even mippose I had 
tould yon a lie, you have no right, by the laws of 
honour, to challenge me with it ; because you never 
were at Malta at all, and of course coofd not see 
the thing with your own eyes. But, sir, by way of 
conclusion to my discourse, I have to remark to ye 
that you have not only insulted an officer and a 
gentleman, but an Irishman ; therefore I trust that 

M 






V 




■^^>&?^!t^ 



HUMOUR urr^s own book. ISfl 

yer pardon in this world and the hext ; for I made 
a mistake ; — ^it was capers that I saw growing upon 
the trees at Malta, and not anchovies at all !** The 
wounded roan, smiling at this ludicrous explanation 
and apology, said, •* My good fellow, I wish you had 
thought of that a little sooner. I don't think you 
have quite killed me, but I hope you will remember 
the difFereoce between anchovies and capers as long 
as you live." 

AntuClimax, 

Mr. — , the Professor of Chemistry in the Uni- 
versity of Dublin, who was more remarkable for 
the clearness of his intellect than the purity of his 
eloquence, adverted in one of his lectures to the 
celebrated Dr. Boyle, of whose talents he spoke 
with the highest veneration : he thus concluded his 
eulogy : — ^^'He was a great man ; he was the father 
of chemistry, gentlemen, and brother of the £arl of 
Cork." 

Titles, 

Several years ago there was a young English n$>- 
bleman figuring away at Washington. He had not 
much brains, but a vast number of titles, which, 
notwithstanding our pretended dislike to them, have 
sometimes the effect of tickling the ear amazingly. 
Several young ladies wore in debate, going over the 
list — ^he is Lord Viscount so and so. Baron of such 
a county, &c. ** My fair friends," exclaimed the gal- 
lant Lieut. N. ** one of his titles you appear to have 
forgotten." ** Ah," exclaimed they eagerly, " what 
is that ?" « He is Barren of Intellect,'" was the reply 
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JIfr. Fox'b Estimalt of the French. Character. 

In one of the latter days of Fox, the conversation 
turned on the comparative wisdom of the French 
and English character. ** The Frenchman,** it was 
observed, ** delights himself witli the present ; the 
Englishman makes himself anxious about the fu- 
ture. Is not the Frenchman the wiser ?" " He may 
be the merrier," said Fox; "but did you ever hear 
of a savage who did not buy a mirror in preference 
to a telescope ?" 

Upright Judge. 

Judge Richardson, in going the western Circuit, 
had a great stone thrown at him, which, as he hap- 
pened to stoop at the moment, passed clear over his 
head. ** You see," he said to his friends who con- 
gratulated him on his escape, ** you sec, if I had 
been an upright judge, I had been slain." 

Kites. 

Boji fly kites for recreation, and men for oilier 
motives ; the 6r8t require the wind to raise the lute, 
the second the kite to raise the wind. 



u 



Do you Smoke, Sir ?" 



** Do you smoke, sir ?''.'0aid a London ■hurper to 
a country gentleman, whom he met with in a ooflfee- 
house, and with whom he wished to SGrmpe aoqnaint. 
ance. " Yes," said tlie other, with a oool titmdy 
eye, " any one who has ar design upon roo.** 




Dr. PimAlin m Cmfedenlioii. 

The CDnfederatton of tbe stales, while on tbc car- 
pet belbre the old congress, nas strenuoiislj opposed 
br Uie amaller states, under Ihc apprehension thai 
they would be swallowed up by the larger ones. 
Thpy were long engaged in the discuaaioH ; it pro- 
duced great heata, much ill-huinour and intcinperutc 
deelaraliona &om wme memhcra. Dr. Frulklin al 
Icngtli brought the debate to a cloae with odd of bin 
liltte apologies. Hs obaemd that " at the lime oF 
the union of England and Scotland, the Dulie oC 
Argyle woa moat violently oppoaed to that measure, 
and among otiicr tliinga predicted, that as the whatc 
had swallowed Jonah, bo Scotland would be awaU 
lowed by England. However (said the doctor), 
when Lord Bute came into the governmimt, he soon 
brought into its administration so many of his coun- 
trymen, that it was found in the event that Jonah 
Bwallowed (he whale," Tbit httle story produced a 
general laugh, restored good-humour, and the Ltticle 
of diflicuHy was paaaed. 

Frvmiting CandidaU. 



nte lor (he pulpit hut a good voieo, having occasion 
to preach ■ probation Bermoo fgi a lectureship, a 
friend congratulated him, aa he descended from tho 
pulpit, obwrving, that "he wonld certainly carry 
the electioD ; he had nobody's voice against him but 



A Frimd in Ifetd. 

A pBTMn, hsing arr«rtBd fcr a itm sum of 

mcnsv. aent to an Mqnuntuoe, who had nO»" ^F^ 
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fesaed a great friendship for hi:n, to hug he would 
bail him. The other sent back a note, to the effect 
that he had promised never to be bail for any body. 
" I will tell you, however, what you m»j do,*' added 
he; **you may get somebody else, if yoa can." 

Singular Stakes, 

A lady, who loved gaming very much, and who, 
at the same time, was very oovetovn, fiiUing sick in 
the country, in a village where her I'lititn lay, sent 
for the curate, and proposed play to him. The 
curate, being also fiuid of gaming, accepted the 
proposition with joy. They played, and the curate 
lost Ailer having won all his money, she proposed 
to him to play for the parson^s fees at her biirial, in 
case she died. They played; and he lost. She 
obliged him to give a note fi>r the sum at which in- 
terments then stood ; and dying eight or ten days 
afler, the curate withdrew his note by the Interment 

Precedency. 

Two little girls of the city of- Norwich, one the 
daughter of a wealthy brewer, the other the daugh- 
ter of a gentleman of a small fortune, disputing for 
precedency, — ** You are to consider, miss," said the 
brewer's daughter, ^ that my papa keeps a coach." 
" Very true, miss," said the other, " and yon are to 
consider that he likewise keepi a dray." 

Three ladies meeting at a visit, a grocer's wife, a 
cheese-monger's, and a tobacconist's, who perhaps 
stood more upon the punctilios of precedmce than 
some of their betters would have done at l&e court- 
end of the town ; when they had risen up, and taken* 
their leave, the cheeBe-nionf«t!a V\^ ^«& fB^inm ^ovt 
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lit tbe room Srst ; upon which the grocer's Indy, 
polling her back bj the ikirt of her govm, and 
■itep)Hng before her, " No, inadun," any* she, ' no- 
Ihiof comef after cheese." " I beg yoiir pardon, 
midam," replies tbe cbecfle-mongrr'B wife, pnlting 
the l(rtiacconi>t*s Ud^ back, who was iilao itcpjUDg 
before her, "afler cheese cotneii tobaeeo." 

Solditr and ilu Indian. 
A soldier in the American army, beJonging to 
Wen™, N. Y. nboirt tbe time Gen. Brock w« killed 
in battle, wiib on a Kouting party one day. Being 
a mon of coara^ enterpriee, end sagacity, ho was 
determineii, if poeaible, lo obtain an accurate know- 
led^ of Ibo poaition of the enemy. For this purpose 
he ventured to separate from his companions. In 
the course of his reconnoitring alone, in the open 
field, he appronched a wood, tlie underbrush of 
which was lery thick. His watchful eye diacovered 
what he supposed to be sonic animal among the 
bushes. He immediately saw his mistake— it was 
an Indian crawling on his hands and feci, wiUi his 
ritle in his hnnd, and watching the soldier, evidently 
ivith the intention of advancing sufliciently near to 
niuke bitn a sure mark. For the sotdiet to retreat 
was now impossible; he thouglit he could not es- 
cape, and he remembered too, that his tallier had 
toid him n^vcr to return willi a backride utaand. He 
pretended not to see the Indian, and walked slowly 
towards him, with liis gun cocked by his side, care 
fntly oLserring all his movements. They approacl 
ed nearer and nearer ; at lengtli he san> the India 
brin^ng>4he gun to liis shoittdur — at tliat itistw 
the soldier (ell to the groimd — the ball whislled i 
iKudlynm^ie ov>r his heiid. The soldier lay u 




lioaieat. The lodiui uttered the dnadfhl ^ 
which lifDifin the death of sd enemf , and, dnwmg 
the bloody solpiue-kuiie (bat fbiKetline to reh>aa> 
bia piece), advoncGd with bartir stndo, liiinting for 
murder, and Bnticipatia|[ the riiward tor the scalp. 
The Ecldier, motHHileH, permillcd him to npproadi 
wilhin ten paces, tie then with the uUnosl composure 
sprung upon liia fbet. The savage stood aghaat ! 
7'he toldicr, with deUberate siro, put two balla di. 
recti; through faia heart A boorse groan was the 
on); sound that issued from the AUen uvage. This 
SOD of the Ibrest was at least six feet live inches id 
height The soldier took the Indian's lilte, relunwd 
to Uie camp, and sold it for twenty-live doilara. 

Lord Riiliardiim and the Curman. 
Lord Richardaon, riding abroad in his Couch to 
take the air, and piiasing by a carman whose horses 
were of unequal fatness, called out, " Sirrah, sirrsh, 
resolve me one question : why is your tbremosl 
horse so lusty and pampered, aud the real such lean 
jades?" The carman, not knowing the judge, but 
deeming him a lawyer, from his habit, anewered, 
*Whoy, the reason IB plain enough ; my fore horw 
ia the counaellor, and all the rest his clients." 



Cure for Lne. 
When Mrs. Rcwers, the aclrers, was young and 
handsome, Lord North and Grey used to dangle 
aflet her; and one night being behind the scenes, 
standing with his arms folded, in the posture of a 
desponding lover, he asked her, with a sigh. " What 
ia a cpre nr love V " Your lordship," said she, " ths 
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n> maoutBTt *^how It ij that joa ixiumge. 1 ■m 
convinced 70U are Dot at > temper to spead iDorp 
[han your itieome; and yet, tliough yoar estate w 
leH than mine, 1 oould not allbrd to lira at the rate 
that jFou do." " Mj Lord," uid the otber, " 1 have 
a place." "A place! you aman me. I never 
heard of it till now. Praj, what [dace 7" " I am my 

Indian Rtjiy. 
A chief of the Creek Indium, haling heen ap- 
pointed to negotiate a treaty of peace with the citi- 
leni of South Carolina, aitd banag anal the pnper 
authoritiei for that purpose, was ^eaired by the gov- 
ernor to apeak hia mind iVeelf and without reaerve ; 
for, aa be was among hia Irienda, he aeed not be 
"afraid." " I will," said hei^apeell fnelyi 1 will 
not be afraid. Why should 1 be afraid amour mj 
ftieuda, who am never afraid among m; enemiea I" 



A Pot I Carry. 
A At BjaOmtmrj, having got drunk at a taveni 
in fleet Street, waa aeut borne bj his eompanione 
in a porter'a baikeL When the man cune to 
Temple Bar, he waa aaked by the keeper witiiin 
what waa hia buainesa. " A thing of ^reat weight," 
vaa the anawer. After being ndimtted, he was 
aaked what waa in hia baaket. "A pot I carry," 
t«^isd the porter. 



Grosetnor Hiiate. 
WhfD UroHveiior IIousl', MLllbonk, wai the 
tiemc house on ooe ai Ibe waje leudiD^ oat of 
don, aoniebod; asked uiother, in pusing, " 
liTed in it 1" " Lord GroneDor," wai tb> repl;. 
do not knov whit estaU Ilia locdBhip hu," hu 
quenst ; " bnl he ought to have a frood one i fill 
body livea beyimd him in tlie wlidla town." 

I rofeitional OUiquiiy of UndeT$laading. 

A gcntlenmn, passing a woman who waa skin 

ocl.i, and oliserving the toiture of Uie poor anil 

asked lier, how ■!» coold haTe the baart to put 

to sucli pain. " Lord, lir," ahe re{ilied, " the 



A fiehmoager of famoiu London town waa ti 
■ Deighlnur that he Intended to take « trip to 
gate, where lie ahoulcl apend some time. " 
will you halheT" inquired the other. "Oi ] 
no!" anawered" the worthy citizen; "the 1 
would know ine." Let Ireland match thia, if it 

WUintht Oilkry. 
Soon aftei the accession of George UL, ■■ 
dilioaal tax wu laid on beer, to the great diaco 
of the populace. Hie majcaty waa one nigbt at 
iag the theatre, when a fellow in the upper gi 
called to another to come and drink wkb hii 
he lud got a flill pot. " What did yon gin fcr 
fill! iBt?" inquired tlie invited peraoD. "T 
pend^J^rninj." " Thteepence-hall^eiiny 1 ^ 




FemaU lalrepidihf. 
Wben tbo warof eiteriDmB.tian between Uia In- 
dians and Kcnluckiuia was at its height, those vrlio 
inhabited the back parts of the slate of Kentucky, 
were obliged la liave their hoaaes built very slrong, 
n>tlh loop-lialeB sll around, and doorH always raatcn- 
ed. so as (0 n:prl any attack from the Indians. 
While the owner of one of theeo domesdo fortresses 
wu with his sbvcs, at work on the plantation, a 
aogto, who was posted near the bouse, saw approBch- 
inr ■ party of Indiana. He immediately ran to Uis 
house, uid tlic fbrcnioet Indian afWr him. Tho In- 
dian was the fleclcst, and as the door opened to ad- 
mit tho negro, lliey both jumped in together. Tlic 
other Indiana being some distance behind, the dow 
was instantly closol by the planter's wife within, 
when tlie Indian and ixegra grapplgd. ijoag and 
liird was the vtruffgle, Jbr as in the case of Fit£ 
Jomcs and RodericSi Dhu, the one was the etrangeat 
and the other more expert, but strength this timo 
was tho victor, ibr they fell, (he Indian below ; when 
the negro, placing fats knees on his breast, and hold- 
ing his hands, kept him in that position, until tlio 
woman, wiling a broad ax, and takin)^ the Indian 
by hia long hnir, at ono blow screred hu head from 
his body. The negio, then selling the guns, fired 
them at the otlier Indians, which, as last as die- 
charged, were lomicd again by tho planter's wife, 
until tho iiarty from the Eeld, hearing the firinf, u- 
rived, and the Indians took to fliglit. 
I 
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Paenr mil Sodorim. 
Boon after .If. Favor was uppoialfd liisl baDet- 
miuler of tlii: Opera (toa'arda the coDclusioii of tiis 
Ual cciilury> l^gnot Sodorini, another peribrmer 
there, C3TUC otic d«y upon the stage, afler Ihe rc- 
honrsBl, and bM to him : " Allow me, my ituor nir, 
to iiilniduoii inyMrlf lo you. You are ihc dcorcal 
fi-bnd I haTD on earth. Let mo thank you a Uiou- 
Band times Ibr the happtncas you have contctred 
upon mo by coming- amongst us. Commiind me in 
any vaf ; Ibr, wlialcver I do lor you, I can never 
EumcicDtly rajny }-oii." The ballet-master, n-ln liai) 
DCTcr Kcn or lieard of Sodorini hetbie, was ustound- 
od. At lost, Im said, " Fray, sir, to whsl peculiar 
IHOCC of good fortune may I attribute tlic cain|)Ii. 
menfci and profcssiona with which you iiivour nic." 
"To your unparalleled ugliness, my dcu sir," re. 
plied Sodorini ; " Tor before your arrival, I wsa cod. 
aidereil the ugliest umn in Great Britam." The bsl- 
kt-maatcr, strange to say, took thia joke in good 
part ; and the two vcro ever after wum fiieods. 

Negro Wil. 
A gentleman driving on the road between little 
liivcr and Brighton, iraa overtaken by a nofra boy 
on a mule, who adcmpled for ■ long while, wilbmit 
success, to make Ihc BDimal paw tbe carrion. At 
l[in;Ttli the boy exclaimed to his beast, " Fll bet you 
one fippennj J make you to pass thia tinie ;" and, 
after a short pause, again said, "Von bet? very 
well." Tlio boy repeated lbs blows with renewed 
vigour, and at last succeeded in making him pan ; 
wjicn Ibe geutlciuan win overheard the cooveiMtian 
bvtwuau QuaHhw and \ib At'^ raid to bim, ■• Well, 
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my bof , now you have won, how are yoa going' to . 
make the mule pay you ?" ** Oht nr," says the ne« 
gro, " me make him pay me very well ; massa give 
me one tenpenny for buy him grase, and me only 
buy him a fippexmy worUi !" 

The Rev. George Whitfield, a clergjrman of the 
church of England, first arrived in tms country in 
the year 1738. He landed in Savannah, Georgia, 
and laid the foundatioa of an orphan-hoiifle, a few 
miles from Savannah, and afterwards finished it at 
great expense. He returned to England the same 
year. In the following year he returned to Americat 
and landed at Philaddphia, and began to preach in 
different churches. In this and in his subsequent 
visits to America, he visited most of the principal 
places in the Colonies. Immense numbers of people 
flocked to hear him wherever he preached 

Tlic effects produced in Philadelphia and other 
places, were truly astonishing. Numbers of almost 
all rcli|rious denominations, and many who had no 
connexion with any denomination, were brought to 
inquire with the uUnost eagerness, what they should 
do to bo saved. Such was the eagerness of the 
multitude in Philadelphia to listen to spiritual in* 
struction, that there was public worship regularly 
twice a day for a year ; and on the Lord's day, it 
was celebrated three or four times. 

During his visit to Philadelphia, he preached fre- 
quently after night, from the gallery of the court- 
house in Market-street So loud was his voice at 
that time, that it was distinctly heard on the Jersey 
nhore, azid so distinct was his speech, that every 
word he said was understood on board a shallop al 
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Market-street wharf^ a distance of upwards of 400 
feet from the coart-hoiffie. All the intermediate 
space was crowded with his hearers. He was truly 
remarkable for his uncommon eloquence and fervent 
zcaL Ills eloquence was indeed Terj great, and of 
the truest kind. He was utterly deroid of all afl 
fectation. The importance of his subject, and the 
regard due to his hearers, engrossed all his concern. 
Every accent of his voice spoke to the ear, every 
feature of his face, every motion of his hands, and 
every gesture, spoke to the eye ; so that the most 
dissipated and thoughtless found their attention ar* 
rested, and the dullest an4 most ignorant could not 
but understand. He appeared to be devmd of the 
spirit of sectarianism ; his only object seemed to be 
to preach Christ, and him crucified. 

The following anecdote respecting his manner of 
preaching will serve to illustrate this part of his 
character. One day, while preaching from the 
balcony of the court-house, in Philadelphia, he cried 
out, " Father Abraham, whom have you got in 
heaven ; any EpUcopnlians ?" " No !" ** Any PreM- 
byterians?" "No!" "Any BaptisUV "No!" 
" Have you any Methodists there ?" " No !" •* Have 
you any Independents or SecedersV^ '*No! No!" 
" Why, whom have you then ?" " We don*t know 
those names here ; all that are here are Christians 
— believers in Christ — men who have overcome b^ 
the blood of the Lamb, and the word of his testi- 
mony !" " O, is this the case ? then God help me, 
God help us all to forget party names, and to be- 
come Christians indeed and in truth." 

Mr. Whitfield died in Newburyport, Mass. on tho 
30th of September, 1770, in the fifty-sixth ywr of 
htB age, on his seventeenth visit to Amerio«--lM¥ing 
Aeoa in the ministry thirty-fovir years. 
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Sheridan and Monk Lewis, 

Sheridan never gave Lewis any of the profits of 
the Castle Spectre. One day, Levria, being in com- 
pany with him, said, ** Sheridan, I will mu:e you a 
large J>et.** Sheridan, who was always ready 
to make a wager (however he might find it 
inconvenient to pay It, if lost), asked eagerly, 
" What hot ?" " All the profits of my Castle Spec- 
tre," replied Lewis. ** I will tell you what,** said 
Sheridan (who never found his match at repartee), 
**I will make you a very small one — v:hiBii it is 
worth." 

Name Recollected. 

At a dinner party one day, somebody talked of a 
rich rector in Worcestershire, whose name he could 
not recollect, but who hod not preached for the last 
twelve months, as he every Sunday requested one 
of the neighbouring clergy to officiate for him." 
** Oh !" rep£ed a ^fentleman present, ^ though you 
cannot recollect his name, I can — it is in iSiglond 
— England expects every man to do his duty.* 



♦» 



Bon-Mot of Sir William Curtie. 

A coach proprietor complained to Sir William 
Curtis that he suspected his euard of robbing him, 
and asked what he should do 7 ** Prenez-garde^** 
■aid Sir William. 

Consumjiiive Appetite, 

Poctor Thomson was called in to attend a gentle, 
man who persuaded himself that he was, to use a 
rx>pnlar expression, * dying by inches.* The docU^ 



might tlie invalid at diiinor. niitl having leen hi 
^loliali soiiii; souji, u slice of taljiion, Ivro cnta i 
i of muttoDi unci Jmlf a ji^irlricli^, inquir 
other ByjnptDioB of .llf«-asc lie IblL " Noi 
liculnrly, air," said tlio invalid, "only e\e 
ing about me tcnda to convince mo that I am co 
mptivc." "Your af^tila if, at all bvedIb, n] 
id tliB docUr, and walked off. 

Cammodort Tucker. 
nicmber wctl, aays an American writer, hn 
is vcneralJe man relate faia roctuving hln tu 
idsjon in our navy. He waa at MatUehei 
fl(T Ilia return from England, and at the til 
' Wishitigloii waa at Cambridge. Tucker, then 
ytiiiiig iiioii. waa cuttjog wood berore hi> motlio 
drxir, wlii'ti a gaily dreiccd officer rode down t 
street It was in the dark of the evening, and t 
oSieer, Bcelag Tucker tluu employed, rode up 
liim and asked him if be could inStrm him wIm 
the hanouruUt Somuel Tucker rended, Tncki 
astoniaheil. onsweicd him in the nenlive, ■ijii 
" Ttipre ie, no otlicr Sam Tucker in th_i< town thi 
myaotf " Immediately on hearing thin, the o£c 
raised hi» beaver, and, bowing low, presented hi 



The Fireworks fhr the peace oT Rjiwiek Wl 
made liy a colonel in the army, and were mneh a 
_-__j .>.. jj gcntlcinan one day o 



eel's eiulnjih, ' He is gone to that place whan 
his hnrmoiiy can bo eiceeded,' — "Why," a 
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lady present, ** that epitaph wiQ serve fi>r you, vv 
a very small alleratioii : there is nothing to do, 
to ohanige the word harmony fi>r Jirwforks" 

Where Hurt 

A gentlenuui who was relating an accidont 
had met with fiom a fidi, was asked by a surge 
if it was near the neriebr^B that he had been hu 
'* No, sac," was the rej^y^ ** it was near the Obser 
tory." 

Banr-Mat on a Te^Um» 

htAj S r was complaining one morning 
breakfast, that the tea was very bad, and said i 
was quite sure the water didn*t boil ; ** Nay," & 
she, ** the urn dldnH even hiss when it was brou^ 
in-" ^» No," said Sir W. K "it was taciturn.'' 

Deiptndencff ofLtrd ComtDoUxB* 

Aflcr the capture of Lord Comwallis, at Yc 
town, he was one day standinsr in the presence 
General Washington, with has head uncovei 
His ezcelleney pdkely said to him, ** My Lord, ; 
bad better be covered fW>m the cold.** His Lc 
ship apfdying has haad to his head, replied, ^ It n 
ters not, sir, what becomes of this head now." 

CwnrntM FaeL 

In the great catalofue of the British Muse 
Library, many of the books are classed accord 
to the subjects of which they treat A^nst 
head ** Rebellion,'* there appears this notice (oi 
*» ri£fc Hibemia.** 




Advanlage of Buttmu on LHUttring. 
Sir Baptiit Mlekea ma telling how his gold bot- 
tom were eat off in » crowd, and be never the 
wiser, though the poorer. Sir Edmund BaeoD ask- 
ed him, if Ihey were not itninif npoo lutestring ? . 
" No," BnHWored he. " Oh, flo !" said Sir Edmund, 
"that was the came it was not discovered; lor, if 
the; had twen Btrung upon luleatring, u soon Bt it 
wae cut it would have cried twang." 

WiUiam tlL and Sergtant Maynard. 
When the public bodies at London paid their 
court to tlie Priac* of Orange, oa bia arrival in the 
ercr-mcmorabte 1639, Sergeant Majnord, a man 
near ninety years of age, headed tlje deputation of 
lawjera. William, remarking his great age, ck- 
prcised a supposition tliat ho must have outlived all 
the men of law of hia time. " Why," said Hsynard, 
with wit admirably suited to the ctiua, " I was like 
to have outlived the law itself, if your Royal High- 
ness had not come over." 

BtdJackrt. ' 
It happened during the Revolutionary war, that 
a treaty wai held witli the Indians, at whiob La 
Fuyctto waa present. The object was to unite tho 
various triboa ia amity with America. The ma. 
jority of the Chiefi were friendly, hot there was 
much oppoaition made to it, more eapeeiallj by « 
yooug warrior, who declared that when on alliaiicu 
was entered into with America, he Mbonld oonaidar 
the sun of hii country as set forever. In his travdo 
thtongh the In^an country, when btcly in AmalMt 



it happened at n iArge uwmbluge of ChieA, Uiat 
La Fayette reftmd to the treaty in qncstion, aud 
turniiiE to Ked Jioket, said, " Piay, tell me, if ;ou 
con, whit hoa becanra of that daring youtb who EO 
decidedly opposed oU our propontioiiB for pe^ce find 
amity ? Doei he itill live— and wlioC ii Jiie condi. 
tion T" " I, myself, am the man," ntplicd Red Jacket, 
"the decided enemy of the Amencaiu, aa long aa 
the hope of appoeiag them with succcea remained, 
but now their true and &ithful all; UDtil death." 

Too Rtttunu agai*$l lie I'Ttiender, 
A Btaunch Wbi^ of the old echool, diaputing with 
■ Jacobite, said be had two rcaeona for being ngainat 
the inlereet of the Pretondar. » What arc those 1" 
inquired the Tory. " The first ia, thai he is an im- 
postor, and not really Kng James's eon." " Wliy, 
that," said the Jacobite, " la agood tcaaon, if it couU 
be picRod j but, pray, what ia the other ?" " That 
he ii King Junea'a ion," nplied the Whig. 



eervmt to aik what bie would have fo 
roasted horae," laid the doctor. Tho man stared, 
and vanished ; but, turning upon the stairs, eoon re- 
appeared, and Bai4 to the reverend divine, " Sir, will 
Qpleaae to hare a pudding in his belly ?" Bullcr, 
hing*, said, " Thou hast a pudding of wit in thy 
head, and I like thee well. But why ask me whut 
I obMse lor supper ? I cama here to |^va advice, 
■nd not to eat 1 ah^ ejit (■ the tcH," 




A Trvt ^■noaUdgt of iS^^. 
Some jeire ago, a reDtlenian at Wimbor tooh 
tlw place of the organut, with a view to show his 
n^ioiotlt; in ciecutioD. Among;^o<beT (Neoca, he 
wu pUying one of Dr. Blow's antbcms; but, just 
m be had EDuhed the rerae put, uid began the full 
obomi, the organ ceased. On this, be called to Dick, 
tbe beUom-blower, to know wlint was the mailer. 
"Tbematlsr?" a^ Dick, "I have pli3'ed the on- 
tbem below." " Aj," Buys the other, " but 1 have 
not played it above." " No matter," quoth Dick, 
"yon might have made more boete, tben; T know 
bow many pufis go to one of Dr. BlowS onllicnie, 
as well as jou do : I have not plajed the organ so 
mmj years fer nothing." 

Otneral Iiaae Hagtr. 
An otfioer calling out to him, '■General Hngcr, I 
plainly see one oT lbs enemy's ridemcn taking de- 
Ubetala aifli to destroy you." " That is no coocera 
of mine," said the Oeiieral. " If yon think proper, 
order one of your men to take the ieDoir oC" 
" Dodge, ta chai^ yoar poaition," mdned dtc i^- 
cer, * or 700 are ■ dMd num." " I will neitber 
dodge DOT quit my pMt)" npliid tin Oeneral !t)» 
tbe oonseqnenca wbnt it mayi" 

Wat hdUn Btm 
A tnLVeUed man waa deaeanring one in npoo. 
vbat be had seen in his peiegrinatiani. He was 
.' particolarly impresdie on tbe largeneas to wliidi 
OOQimon reptiles and insects grew In tmpical clL 
mate*. » In tbe We«t Indies," said be, " bees MB 
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aboat the size of our sheep." " And bow large may 
the boe-hJTaa bcV ioquirtd one of Ihe company. 
"Oh, about tlie oriiinorv size," saiil tho traveller, 
witbout thiuhiogof tbeeng^ented liie hehidJiMt 
uoribed to tbc tenuita of then rsceptaclBB. ■■ TbcD," 
said tba iiujiuTcr^ " bow da tbe bees get into tho 
"" detected SluncbaOBcn, 



Tbry 

A Whig, of the mme stuip with Tom Bontet, 
bebe.uhed nbat he tbourbt of tbe firawuAs 
which oelebnlcd the peace of Dtreeht(a peace oon- 
cluded by the Tmy nuDUtrj moch agaiiwt tho 
wiabo of the oppoeition), " I thbk," nid he, " thaj 
were A boming ■home." 

Cawdor and CardtT. 
The tramdj of Macbeth wm acted at a town in 
Saffblk, aiM aajooCTt tbe audience u-aa a man who 
had been nearly Wis "lileSi in the eooree oT tho 
day, to aee Cordcr, the memonlile murderer, hanged 
at Buiy, Bach was the belief entertained to tho 
laat, in nme puta of the country, that the eitrema 
penalty of the taw would nol be inflictad, that tin 
nun who had teen him die wu pestered on all eidea 
jbr an account of the melancholy apectade. At last 
be actually betook himaelf to the theatre, to avoid 
laithcr importunitieB. Jiul ai he entered, the 
foirlh acene of the tragedy was commencing, and 
he waa quietly sitting hmiBctf down in a boi near 
the Btage, when Dnncan began, in the worda of ths 

" It encuiian done on Cawdor r 




" Ye^ di," Mid the nun, ^ I nw him tanged tlili 
raoniinf , — and Ihol'a Ihe lut time 111 iniwer any 
more qDestions about iU" The audimiiB wm con- 
voIkiI with laughter at the ttnuige mistake, and ft 
wu >Dnie lioutUBlbre the performance could be pm- 
ceeded with. 



Count RsB^ord. 

Bir Benjamin Thomson, Ouunt of Rumford, wai 
bvn Id the town of Rumfbrd, proriDOo c^ MobiC' 
chuietta. During the American war, he command- 
ed a regiment of dragoana. and sigDiliied MmKlT 
ia the service of Great Britain. When the war 
Icrminated, be obtained leave to traiel on the conti- 
nent, where he hoped to £nd an opportunity of 
Irving' Ds a lolunteer in (he Austrian army telnet 
the Turks. During hia travels he met the wife of 
General de Berghaiuen, a woman of great acnso 
and knowled^ who ** cured him of hia martial 
SAly, and gave u. new turn to hia ideas, by present- 
ing in perspective, another species of ^ory than that 
of conquenng in battles." In 1784, Mr. Thomson 
""■aretl the aervice of the Elector of Bavaria. 



lot improviDE^the condition of the poor. 
cd a House of Industry at Manheim, and that noble 
CBtablishmont, the House of luduatiy at Munich. 
Tlie estimation in which his numeroua and important 
services were held by the Elector, may be estimated 
by the marka of honour conferred upon him by hia 
serene highness. He was created count of Kumfbrd, 
knight of the orders of the White Eaele and of St. 
Slanialaas. He ww appoiotiBd chaniberlain, privy 
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wanmSior of state, lieutenant ^enenl, colonel of 
artilery, and Commander-on-chief of the general 
staff in the army. The inhabitants of Munich also 
taptified their gratitude, by erecting a s]dendid mon- 
ument to commemorate the good he had achieved in 
BavAria. 

#■ 
Prime Mtnitters, 

A person, speaking of the remarkablj short lives 
of i»'ime ministers, said, " that almost as soon as 
they're primed they go q^.** 

Queen Anne'B Batch of New Peers. 

The peace of Utrecht sticking in the House of 
Lords, Queen Anne, or rather her prime minister, 
the Elarl of Oxford, found it politically necessary to 
create a majority, by callis^ up twelve commoners 
to the Hou^ of Peers. The celebrated Duke o£ 
Wharton, who was in the opposition, took care to be 
in the House the day of their introduction, and^ as 
they passed by him, very deliberately counted out 
aloud, ** One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, 
nine, ten, eleven, twelve : well, gentlemen of the 
jury, who shall speak for you V 



?»» 



The same nobleman, soon afler, meeting the Earl 
of Oxford, addressed him with,—** So, Robin, I find 
what you lost by tricks, you have gained by 
honours." 

Very Little of its Age. 

Foote being at a nobleman's house, his lordship, 
as soon as dinner was over, ordered a bottle of Cape 
to be set on the table, which, al\er magnifying its 




good qmStin, and, in parlicalar, }ta age, ha mat 
rotand ttie table in riassea that scarcely held ■ dho' 
Ue-fiilL " Fiae wine, upon my Mnl," aajra lira wH, 
taettng, and omackme' hia lipa. "Ib it not very 
cnriouB ?" Bays his iordship. " Perfectly BO, indeed, 

'iuy thing so hllle of its age in m; Ufc berorc." 

CwMcIIor C . 

Cbunselkir C being choaen a triendly arbi. 

trstor between two near relatimiB, one of nhnin had 
■ very deservedly bad character, it happened, in the 
narnitb of Btating their frnevancea, ttie one gave 
the other the lie. ** Lie, air '." saja the man with 
the bad charaeterj "know, that ia amongat tba 
Bctians of my life I dare not do." "iSj dear 
flieod," aaya the CDnaaelkir, " do not be in a poaaion ; 
npon my aoi^ yon have too mean an opinion of your 
ojm oourage." 

JoMtfh LaacatttT, 
When Mr. J«e^ Lonculei bod Gniabcd bi» lec- 
ture, from the chair of the house of repreaentatiTea 
in the United Stales, Mr. Clay, the speaker, com- 
plimented him, saying, that the chair had never iw- 
lore been filled so welL Mr. Lancaster very modntiy 
replied, that man, in hia purest aspect, was but a 
very humble inatnunent in the hands of a higher 
Power; [he chair he had just filled, eialled as it 
WDB, had not been filled wnh UTthiilur bttter liaa 
Clay. 

QuiR. 
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OQioomb asked him^ " What would he give tq be as 
yomg as he was ?^' " I do not know," sayii Qiun, 
measiiring him very contemptuously, ** bat I should 
be almost content to be as fo^ish.** 

Me$8-rooin Chasip, 

The late Duke of York once remarked to Colonel 
W. at the mess of the 11th regiment, that the colo- 
nel was uncommonly bald, and, although a younger 
roan than his royal highness, he stood more in need 
of a wig. The colonel, who had been of very long 
standing in the service, and whose promotion had 
been by no means rapid, informed his royal high- 
ness, that his baldness could be very easily account-' 
ed for. ** In what manner ?" asked his royal 
highness, rather eagerly. To which Colonel W. 
replied, ** By junior ofBeers stepping over my head." 
The duke was so pleased with the reply, that the 
gallant colonel obtained promotion in a Saw days 

afterwards. 

* 

Beau Brurmnel, 

When Brummel was the great oracle on coats, the 
Duke <^ Leinster was very anxious to bespeak the 
approbation of the ^Emperor of the Dandies,* for a 
* cut* which he had just patronized. The Duke, in 
the course of his eulogy on his Schneider, had fre- 
quently occasion to use the words * my coat' ** Your 
coat, my dear fellow ! " said Brummel, ** what coat ?" 
** Why this coat," said Leinster ; " this coat that I 
have on." Brummel, after regarding the vestment 
with an air of infinite scorn, walked up to the duke, 
and taking the collar between his finger and thumbs 
as if fearful of contamination, said, "What! duke, 
do you coll that tiling a coat ?" 
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V 



LiuRcrous Mittake, "^ 

When Mrs. Mary Robinson published iier Sappho 
and Phaon, she wrote to Mr. Boadeh, then editor 
of a newspaper, in the fbllowng terms: — ^**Mrs. 
Robinson wonld thank her friend Boaden Gxr a dozen 
pufis for Sappho and Phaon." By mistake of the 
twopenny post, this note was dcUvered to Mr. Bow- 
den, the pastry-cook, in the Strand, who sent Ihis 
answer ; — ^ Mr. Bowden^s respectful compfiments to 
Mrs. Robinson ; shall be very happy to eerre her ; 
but, as Mrs. R. is not a constant customer, he can- 
not send the puffs for the young folks without first 
Kceiving the money." 

Punning Flattery^ 

One day, when Sir Isaac Heard was in company 
with Greorge III., it was announced that his majesty^i 
horse was ready for hunting. ** Sir Isaac," said the 
king, ** are you a judge of horses ?" ** In my yoanger 
days, pleaae your majesty, I was a great deal among 
them," was the reply. ** What do you think of thjt^ 
then 7^ said the kmg, who was by this time prepar- 
ing to mount his fiivourite; and, without waiting for 
an answer, added, ** we call him Perfection,^ ** A 
most appropriate name," replied the courtly herald 
bowing as his majesty reached the saddle; *6r ha 
bears the best of characters.** 

If You can^ I cannot. 

An American gentleman, who was so passionatd^ 
fond of backgammon, that even to be a spectator <t 
it much interested him, happened to be suweying 
a same in whieh one of the players showed SB ' 
evident in&riorify te the other. At the game pM- f 
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cecded, he was wrought up to a pitch ofperft 
at theind play of this individual, who, on th< 
hand, maintained, under all his reverses, a o 
perfectly admirable. **Can you bear thatT 
the American at every hit made by the good 
** Why not ?" said the other, with perfect mdiflS 
At last, on the good player gaininsr an advont 
a particularly l^illiant nature, " dan you real 
that?" exclaimed the American. "Why 
drawled out the keer, with his usual phuc 
ooobiess. ** WeU,** cried the American, ** if yo 
I cannot;** and seizing the board, he thrc 
whole, dice, men, and every Uiing, into the fi 

MUitia Fine, 

At the dose of a militia training in the cc 
the officers had a custom to assemble in the 1 
look over the business of the day, and dire 
clerk on the subject of collecting fines. ] 

town of L y. on such an occasion, it was i 

ered that several absentees had various ej 
which, if offered, would be deemed sufficien 
the officers, not having the militia law at hand 
in doubt aa to the time alk>wed for the purp 
offering excuses. A young soldier, who had h 
to the subject, and discovered the uncertainty 
officers as to the above point, remarked that hi 
that they could not fine a man for non-exiiU 
he executed himself within eight days. 

Good Exchange, 

Garrick having remarked at the Beef-Steab 
that he bad so urge a mass of manuscript 
■obmitted to his perusal, that they were coni 
Jiable to be mislaid, he oljeerved^ that, unpleas 
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it wu to reject an lutbot'n piece, it vu an afihmt 
to tbe poor devil's ieeliiig;s if it could not be instsntlf 
fbniid ; md thnt, for this reamn, he made a point <tC 
ticketing and labelling tbe play that was to be »- 
tamed, that it migjit be fbrtbcoming at a moment'a 
notice. " A % tor four h^pociis; ! " eiclaimed 
MurfAy, acroM the tahle: "yoa know, D1T7, ;ou 
mialiid my tragedy two montlu ago, and I make no 
doubt you have lost it." " Yea," replied Garrickj 
" but you forget, yoa UDgratelol dog-, that I offbred 
you more than ita value ; tbi yoa might havB hid 
two mantucript Gucea in its itead." 

A Campiieation ttf Dimrdtrt. 

" What did Mr. die of)" aaked a mmpto 

neighbonr. " Of a cDin[dicatiaii of diiorder^" re- 
pli^ hie friend. " How do vou deaeribe thia com- 
plication, my good air 1" " He died," annvered the 
other, "of two phyncjans, an apothecary, and m, 
Burgewi !" 

Slakt twrtua Strak. 
On one occaaion, Garrick dined in tbe bee£ateak 
at Covent Garden, ready dreaaed Id character 



peara in the opening of the comedj : and aa tba 
curtain was not drawn up at the usual time, tbe 
audience began to maniieatconaideiable impatience. 
Sir Oarrick had not yet arrived. A call-boy was in. 
■tantly dispatched for him, but he was unfortunately 
retarded by a line of carriafrca that blocked up tbe 
whole of Kuvel Street, which it was neceaaary for 
him to cioaa. Thia [Motraotad atiU fiutber the ooa» 
mencement of the piece ; and the bonas sriiwod 
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connderable dissatis&ction, with the cries of " Man 
ager, manager !" When Gramck at len^ reached 
the green-room, he found Dr. Ford, one of the pa* 
tentccs, pacing backwards and forwards in great 
agitation. The moment the doctor saw him, be ad- 
dressed him in a strong tone of rebake. ** I think, 
David, considering the stake you and I have in this 
theatre, you might pay more attention to its bnsi- 
ness." " True, my good friend," returned Garrick, 
**I should have been in good time; but I was 
thinking of my atetik in the other." The appear- 
ance of their favourite soon pacified the aucUence, 
and Garrick went through the character with more 
vivacity than ever. 

Deny Every Thing and Insist upon Proof. 

Lawyer Acmoody figured at the bar in Essex 
county, Massachusetts, something like half a cen- 
tury ago. He had a student named Varnum, who, 
having just completed his studies, was journeying 
to a distant town in company with his master. 
Acmoody, on his way, observed to his student — 
** Varnum, you have now been with me three years, 
and finished your studies ; but there is oae import- 
ant part of a lawyer's practice, of great conse- 
quence, that I have never mentioned.*' ^ What is 
that?" inquired the student " I will tell it," re- 
plied A., " provided you will pay expenses at the 
next tavern." The student agreed, and Acmoody 
imparted the maxim at the bead of this article. 
The supper, &,c., were procured ; and, on preparing 
to set off from the tavern, Acmoody reminded Var- 
num tliat hs had engaged to pay the biU. ** / deny 
every thing and insist upon proof^^ Tetorted Vamnm. 
The joke was so good, thaX Acmoody coooludfid it 
^ Jbmt to pay the bill himself. 



•• »*:*■ . 




When Cdmu rekd his admirBble opera of j 
onJ Voruo la the bts Dr. Mueley, the di 
mode DO remtrk during the t^t^ren of Um pi 
bat, when it w*a cxmcluded, being Mked wh* 
thonght of it, " II won't do," nid t£s docloc } " i 
DonBonse '." Eterj bodj else hsving bean de\ig 
with it, this decided disai^robiliou paizled 
circle: he wu asked whj 1 "I'll tell yon w 
answered the critic ; " you My in the finale. 



It won't do : there ig but one hell in the whole idi 

Appropriate llltutTatiinu, 
Some one was uhed what worka he had in p 
"Why, the Hietor^r of the Bank, with natei. 
Art (M Cookery, with plaltt ; and the Scienc 
Single-Stick, with teood-etiit." 

Diilinctim bttarm a Lord and a Gfntlana 
In the reign of King James the First, it ia 
that titlea wero not always well placed ; which i 
an extravagant young feUnw Tery smut up 
courtier, wnom bo desired to move the Kic 
make him a Lord. "What pretensions, eithi 
blood or merit," replies the courtier, " have y< 
Tecommend jou to tliat dignity 7" The young 
conlcMed modeatty, that " he hoped he alood 
■oswd of all the qualiliea requif-'- " — ■■__i.:. 
nobleman ; that he lo. ' ' 
wit in poor clothes ; ai 
and ruined hiti tailor." The nutter came b 
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king's ear; but the young candidate's preferment 
was opposed by a person in waiting, who, it seems, 
had had no feeling in tlic affair. The king de. 
tnauded what reasons there were against the man's 
being made a lord ; the courtier insisted, that ** he 
Was a mean obscure person, and not so much as a 
gentleman.'* ** Oh ! it is no matter for that," re- 
plies the monarch, merrily, **I can make a k)rd« 
thou^rh I cannot make a gentleman." 

A Lawyer eantiot ht too Barefaced, 

A barrister observed to a learned brother in court, 
that he thought his whiskers were very onprofes- 
sional. ^You are right," replied his nriend; "a 
lawyer cannot be too barefaced." 

A Fashionable Bonnet. 

A Massachusetts gentleman in Baltimore lately 

wrote that he intended to send a &shionable bonnet 

^4o his daughter, but was aiVaid to venture it on tho 

deck of the packet, and dould not get it down the 

hatchtcay. 

Sharp enough Already. 

A solicitor, who was remarkable for the length 
and sharpness of his nose, once told a lady that if 
die did not immediately settie a matter in dispute, 
he would file a bill against her. ** Indeed, sir," said 
the lady, ** there is no necessity for you to Jile your 
billf for I am sure it is sharp enough already.' 



It 



Venetian Blinds. 




Three Venetians, whom the late Lord Byron 
inwight wiitk him into England, "were so dreadfhlly 




feltowE 7" said bU lorddiip, when be benrd or their 
inurortane. "Why,"^ld Dr.L, "at tbo wont, 
we can «et eocli of them up ui «. Vaulian Blind." 

liord LauglUionHi^. 
Lord tiOQglibaroiwh rellying- ■ i^jnckn une dar 
on the tilEeacj of bu pracriptiotn, Ihe doctor itid, 
be defied aaj of hi* patienta to End ftok nitfa him. 
" 'Hut," annrered the wittjr k»d, " ii enctl; what 
Jack Ketch wya." 

A UttU Mere. 
A New-EbgtBDd mercfaEuit who Iiad accumiilated 
B TBst propcily by care and indDetrj, yet atill waa 
SB biuy HI ever in addingf veaaei to veaael, and aloie 
to Blore, though cuisiderablj advanced in life, bdng 
naked one day by a neighbour, how much property 
he thooght wodld salian a human being — after ft 
abort pause replied, " A UOlt matt." 

Ifatiimal Paradoxti. 

Somebody once remarked, that the Gaglishman 
ia never b^ipy but when he i* miaerable ; the 
Scotchman ia never at borne but when he ia abrnul ; 
and the Irishman ia never at peace but when be ia 
fighting." 

A TriJItr. 

" I will forfeit my bead if you ale not inmg!' 
eiclalmed a dull and warm orator, to the preeident 
Monteaquieu, in an argumenL " 1 accept it," re- 
plied the pliikMopher ; " any triSa amoor flienda 
tiaa a value." 




A Hird San. 
A draD eqoivoqne, and not mueamuable, toolc 

^■m between Sir aad Mi. M , at the time 

or the irreat cash dietreases in ISSB. Tbe baronet 
aveitook the latter on leturning from afoi-chaie; 
and, mppoaing' the banker had been one of tbe fi^, 
.. iiid wiabing la eay aomethnig civfl as ho poanedi 
olmrved,''A hard run tikdaj, Mr. M." "Ob, no, 

monej, not of alraw ; " no Buch thing, air ; not in 
the least liard.pre$ted to-day; no mo at all'." 
" Vfhj, we rrni tim in !" rejoined the baronet, with 
evident lurpriBe; "would you have oil knocked 
up V " Oh ! yoo are talking of the tor, perhaps," 
aeid the banker, "and I woi Ihinking of my bank. 
I hare not been hunting, but kuntid all Hie week 
by a jBck of/ooU." 

A Mocing Ditcoarn. 
A certain reverend drone in the ooontiy, preach- 
ine I very doll sernum to a congregation not used 
tohim, many of them alonk out of the church, one 
after aitolber, beftre the aernum was nearly ended. 
"Truly," aaid a gentleinan pteaent, "this learned 
doctor hai made a very mamng diacoane." 

Laugh and Oroa Fat. 
It boa been stated that good humour, and the 
power of looking on the favourable side of things, 
are among the concomitant cauici of corpuleocy, 
and ao they have been conBidered &om tbe daja of 
Solomon — ' A merry heart doelh good like a niedi. 
cbe ; but a broken apirit dcieth tin bonea.' — Proc 
*r^. Now tlic optica of aonio lean people are in 
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so unlucky a perspective, as to throw a shade over 
every picture that is presented to them — to them the 
whole fade of nature is gloomy and ugly. It would 
be a blessed thing to such persons if DoDmid could 
alter their vision by the aid of spectacles. To fatten 
a man by impressions on the optic nerve would be a 
new feat in Uie philoeoi^y of physic and surgery. 

* Laugh and grow fat* is an M adase, and Sterne 
tells us, that every time a man laughs lie adds some- 
tiling to his life. An eccentric philosopher of the 
last century used to say, that he liked not only to 
laugh himself; but to see and to hear laughter. 
** Laughter, sir, laughter is good for the heal^ — it 
is a provocative to the appetite, and a friend to di- 
gestion. Dr. Sydenham, sir, said the arrival of a 
Merry Andrew in a town, was more beneficial to 
the health of the. inhabitants than twenty asses 
loaded with medicine." Mr. Pott used to say that 
he never saw the * Tailor riding to Brentford,* with- 
out feeling better for a week afterwards. 

Dtike of Buckingham, 

An instance of astonishing quickness is related of 
the witty Duke of Buckingham. Being present at 
the first representation of one of Drydeu*8 pieces of 
heroic nonsense, where a lover says, " My wound is 
groat, because it is so smaU /** the Duke cried oat, 
" 7'hen 'twould be greater, were it none at alV* Tibe 
play was instantly damned. 

Short Prayers, 

At a dinner party at the Duke of Ormond*8 in 1715, 
Sir William Wjmdham, in a jocular dispute about 
short prayers, told the company, among whom was 



1st 

BUhop AHerbury , that the Bha^k^Et praj 
erer heud, WOB that of a oonnnon nildier, 
the buUle of Blenbeim :— " O God, if I 
God, BDTC my aoul, if I have s soul •'• Tl 
bwed by (I gerwral laugh. Atlcrburj aee: 

WUIiom Wyndhim, mid, " Vour prayer, S 
ii indoed very sbortf but 1 remember 
■hurt, and mncfa beUor, oQbred rip like 
poor soldier, in the Baiue circuniKtanFeii :• 
if, in the day of bsttle, I forget [hcp, d< 
forget me !•" 

A Highlander offered up a proyer almor 
ai either of tba above two, jiut before fJ 
the Old Chevalier, at the battle of SherlS 
uid, " Oh Lord, be thou for us;, but if t 
lor us, be Dot againct us, hot leave it b 
rtd coaf (the king'a soldiers] and u>." 

ThTte VnttfOnc Word. 
A person who lived in constant fear of t 
having absconded, one of l)ia acquaint 
naked, what was Iho reason of his absence 
ho replied, " Why, sir, I ajmrrhtnd he \ 
AfTuine of being apprehended." 

Amiablr Campattion. 
l^ieodora Hook being lold uf the mai 
poUticat opponent, eickimed, " I am ver 
deed, to bear it." Then suddenly addod, v 
ing of compossionats IbrgivBaesB, " And ; 
we why I should, poor t^low, lor he npr 
much harm." 
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RevokUionttry Amedote, 

In the 3rear 1778, when the eombined forces of 
(Vance and America were contemplating an attack 
OQ Newport, R. I., Gen. Sullivan arrang^ his army 
to march against the British forces. He disposed 
his troops in three divisions ; the first division was 
ordered to take the west road, the seocnd to take the 
east-road, and the third to march in the centre. The 
admnoed guard having arrived within three hundred 
yards of we British, commenced throwing up en- 
trenchments. The British then fired a few scattering 
shot, which passed over the heads of the Americans 
without doing any injury. The American guards 
were placed about thirty rods in advance of the army, 
and within speaking distance of the guards of the 
British. In full view were five or six hundred horses 
feeding, which excited the enterprise of a young 
man by the name of Mason, about twenty years old. 
This young man, in open day, and in the presence 
of both armies, conceived the bold design o£ carry- 
ing off one of these horses as a prize. In a low 
piece of ground between both sentinels, were a few 
scattered elders, by means of which he contrived to 
pass both lines undiscovered, and made direct for 
the pasture, where the horses with their saddles on 
were feeding, and the bridles slipped about their 
necks. Among these he selected ths best hone he 
could find, which he mounted, and after leaping two 
or three fonces, entered the road which led to the 
American army. As he approached the British 
guards, he put spurs to his horse and passed them 
before they had time to recover their surprise; 
when he received the fire of both sentinels at the 
same time. But our hero had the pxMl foictnsBA ^r 
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escape nnhurtf and arrived safe in the An 
camp witli his noble prize, when he halted, ai 
di^iificd manner, drew from his holster Ix 
pistols, and extending lus arms, discliargec 
both in triumph. 

But the alarm given by the sentinels cal 
both armies, and the panic extended even 
British fleet in the harbour. Alarm-gnns wei 
for many miles np and down tlie eoast, a 
whole country was filled with the utmost con 
turn. The Britioh army paraded In front of t 
expecting an immediate attack. The troops 
diately afvang for their horses, when lo ! one p 
coat was seen wondering alone, destitute of a 
TIic cause of alarm was soon discovered, ai 
armies retired. 

Our hero, aflcr exhibiting his horse in pr 
umph for about two hours, sold him to on 
oflicers for five hundred dollars, a reward 
of one of the most bold, daring and succe 
terprises of which history can boast 

I How to Pay a Doctor^s BilL 

\ A lingular old gentleman was waited 

J his surgeon^s bill, for the purpose of b 

Af\er cogitating over its contents for son 
I desired tlie person in waiting for his anr 

I his master, that the medicine he shoul 

pay for, but that he should return the via 

Reason to he Thankful, 

A very worthy, though not a partieu 
underwriter at liloyd's was conversing 
a friond in tlie coffee-house on the sub 
they had mutually insured. His fri 
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** Do you know that I shrewdly suspect our ship is 
in jeopardy V^ *♦ The devil she is " replied he ; ** well, 
I'm glad that she^s got into some port at last" 

WUkes. 

At the period of Wilkes's popularity, every wall 
bore his name, and every window his portrait In 
china, in bronze, or in marble, he stood upcoi the 
chimney-pieces of half the houses of the metropolis; 
he swung upon the sifn-post of every village on 
every great road throoghout the ooontry. He used 
himself to tell, with much fflee, of a mcxuurchical old 
lady, behind whom he accidentally walked, looking 
up, and murmuring within his nearing, in much 
spleen, "He swings everywhere but where he 
ought!" Wilkes passed her, and, turning round, 
politely bowed. 

Dean Svrifl's Opinion of Faidts. 

Dean Swift had a shoulder of mutton brought up 
for his dinner, too much done : he sent for the cook, 
and told her to take the mutton down, and do it less. 
" Please your honour, I cannot do it less." •• But," 
says the Dean, ** if it had not been done enough, 
you could have done it more, could you not V* " Oh, 
yes! very easily." "Why, then," says the Dean, 
" for the future, when you commit a fault, let it be 
such a one as can be mended." 

The Mother of General Greene. 

Among the many ladies who distinguished them- 
selves for tlieir patriotism, charity, and other good 
qualities, in our revolution, there is one whose name 
ought not t6 be forgotten, and who, in our opinion, 
is equal in merit to any that flourished in our coun- 
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try, and they were many at that time. About the 
commencement of our rcvoluticm, and as soon as it 
was ascertained that Nathaniel Greene, ajlcrwards 
General Greene, intended to join our army, in de- 
fence of his country, a deputation of Friends (com- 
monly called Quakers), and to whose society he then 
belonged, by order of their meeting, waited on him 
to endeavour to dissuade him from it, and after lis- 
tening to all their arguments on the subject, he in- 
form&A. them that he felt an irresistible propensity, 
not to be got over, for joining his brethren in arms. 
He thanked them for the interest they had taken in 
his welfare; but he could not comply with their 
request. When the deputation took an affectionate 
leave, and lefl him, his mother, who had been listen- 
ing with all the anxiety of a ^nd parent, used her 
best endeavours to prevail on him to stay at home, 
. . when he told her it toas impossible. After a pause 
*^e- burst into tears, with this remarkable observa- 
tion — ^ Well, Nathaniel, if thee must ^o, it is pos- 
sible that I may hear of thy .death, and if it isGod's 
will that it shall sa happen, I hope I shall not have 
the mortification to hear of thee being wounded in 
the back." Comment b needless-'-4i Spartan mother 
could not have said more ; but Mrs. Greene stands 
pre-eminently superior to the mothers of antiqui^, 
OS her education was so difierent^-«Ae teas bred a 
Christian, 

Playing the FooL 

A lady beating a tune on a table, as destitute of 
harmony as time, asked another, if she knew what 
she played ? ** I do^" answered she ; ** yoa iday tbQ 
/oo/." 
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InacripHonfor an Apolkeemry. 

The jR>llowhig was, in conBeqaence of an ereii- 
ing*B frolic, inscribed by some wags of Qzfiurd, ov«r 
an apothecary's door : — 

Hie yenditur « 

Catharticam, Emeticum, Narcoticam, 

£t orane quod exit in am, 

Pneter 

Remedium. 

CountePB Opinion, 

An eminent barrister had a case sent to him fyr 
on oinnion. The case stated was the most prepoe- 
terous and improbable that ever occurred to the 
mind of man, and concluded by asking. Whether, 
under such circumstances, an action would lie 7 He 
took his pen and wrote, — ** Yes, if the witnesses 
toiU lie too ; but not otherwise.*' 

Sheridan, 

When Sheridan's li& was to be insured, Mr. 
Aaron Graham, the maflplstrate, was applied to, in 
(Nrder to know whether Mr. Sheridan was, at that 
period, living a more regular life than usual. ** I 
believe he is," said the justice; **but understand 
me ; I think he is more regularly tipsy, every night 
noio, than he has been fiir several years past*' 

ht^rtiaUty. 

It is known to all who are acquainted with the 
early history of Kentncky, that the first emigranft* 
settled m small squads, like the first settlementiiin 
all other fhmtier ooontrieih for mutual defcnce. Tha 
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er was, whenever an alarm was given, all were 

run to that place. Eaxlj one morning the shouts 

d cries of a female were heard — all ran to the 

ot When they arrived, they saw a bear and a 

lan engaged in combat They had it hip and 

oifirh, up and down, over and under, and the man's 

viui standing by and hallooing ** Fair play ! fair 

play !" The company ran up and insisted on parting 

them. The woman said, ** No— no— let them fight ! 

fi>r it is tlie first fight I ever saw, that I did not care 

which whipped.*' 

Writing down a Ckarmcter, 

Much about the time of the universal damnation 
of Macphcrson*8 Homer, the Lord Advocate of 
Scotland, being in company with a number of beaux 
esprits, aflcr Imranguing with great vehemence and 
nationality on the general talents of Mr. Macpher- 
son, asserted there was not a man in £!ngland had 
ever the knack of vjriting dovm a character more 
than he had. ** I believe it most sincerely,** says a 
gentleman present ; ** and I think he has given a 
very recent proof of it, by writing down one of the 
Jirat characters of all antiquity.^ 

Drawings of Cork. 

Jack Bannister, praising the hospitality of the 
Irish, after his return from one of ms trips to the 
sister kingdom, was asked if he had been in Cofk. 
** No,** replied the wit; ** bat I saw a great muij 
drawings of it** i 

Religion of Sea ChapUHnt, 

When the Earl of dancarty wa« captain of 
mon-o^war, and was cruising off Ihe 
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Groinea^ he happened to lode his chaplain, who was 
carried ofif by a AK'er ; on which the heutenant, who 
was a Scotchman, gave him notice of it, saying at 
the same time, " that he was sorir to inform him he 
had died a Roman Catholic." " Well, so much the 
better," said bis lordship. **Hout awa, my lord; 
bow can you say so of a British clerpryman?" 
** Why," said his lordship, ** because I believe I am 
the first captain of a man-of-war that could boast of 
having a chaplain toho had any religion at all" 

A Scotch Moon, 

An English lady was on a visit to a ftiend in 
Edinburgh, who was at great pains to point out to 
her all the delightful prospects of that romantic city. 
The stranger, assuming an air of consequence, 
generally answered, "'Tis very well for a Scotch 
view /" One delightful evening, ^ilUking along Queen 
Street, while tlie autumnal moon shone with uncom- 
mon lustre, her friend could not help expressing 
her admiration of the resplendent orb of night, 
when the Cockney remarked, ** *Ti8 pretty well for 
ti-Scotch Moon /" 

Baehelor^s Revenge, 

An old bachelor in Ohio, by way of a set-ofiT- 
ag^nst General M'Clure*B proposition to tax baches 
lora instead of dogs, proposed as follows-— hear him. 
** Let every one that is tired of conjugal felicity pay 
a certain foe to the state for a divorce, according to 
his ability ; and it will not only supersede the ne- 
cessity of taxing dogs, but there will be no need of 
taxes of anv kind. And if government will gvn 
me the exchuivo privilege of unni&nrying all.thope 
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who wish fo be unmarried in the United Slates, 1 
■will pledge myself to pay off the national debt w 
five years." 

New Meaning of the word Remonstrate, 

A worthy fanner in (he north of England was 
once waited upon by a tax-gatherer, who claimed 
taxes which hiad been alreiSy paid. The receipt 
had been mislaid, and the &rmer could not on the 
instant produce it The man of taxes became very 
abusive ; and the farmer, in his own phrase, remon- 
strated with him. **WeII, and to what effect did 
you remonstrate with him ?" asked a friend, who 
heard the story from the farmer*s own mouth. ^* I 
don't know, was the reply ; " but I know, the poker 
was bent, and I had to get a hammer to straighten 
it again.** 

A Bridle for tke Thngue. 

A young nobleman, who had just arrived from his 
travels, full of the follies of youth and the vanities 
of his rank, was rattling away at a great rate one 
morning at the Smyrna cofiee-honse. He, in par- 
ticular, took great pains to let the company know 
of what consequence he was abroad, by the number 
of valuable presents made him at the several courts 
of Europe. " For instance, now," says he, " I have 
got a bridle given me by the King of France,, so ex- 
ceeding rich and elegant, that, upon my soul, I do 
not know what use to make of it." *• A bridU ! my 
lord ?" says an old gentleman, who sat in the comer. 
•* Yes, sir," says his lordship. " Why, then, I think 
the best use you can make of that is, to put it about 
your tongue.*"* 
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Linrd HoUand and the Chairmen, 

The late Lord HoDand (who was, perhaps, the 
fattest man of his height in England), and his bro- 
ther Charles, coming oat of the-Thatclied-honse one 
night together, a chair ww called for the former, 
who, altering his mind, Agreed to go home in his 
brother's carriage, which was in waiting : the chair- 
men, however, being disappointed, he gave them a 
shilling. " Long life to jour lordship,** says Paddy ; 
" sixpence more to your poor Chairmen.** " What !** 
says he, ** have I not given you your fiifl fiire ?** " O, 
yes, your lordship ; but contdder the fright,^ 



»» 



Original Anecdote, 

A countryman from ICentucky was offering for 
sale, a few days since, cm vendue range, a horse, 
which he was anxious to dispoieof. Several pur- 
chasers were examining him— there were also 
present three or four young men, who undertook to 
quiz the back-countryman. To tijcir numerous inqui- 
ries as to the qualities, price, &.C of his horse, the most 
civil and ingenuous answers were given, without 
any suspicion on the part of the owner, of tlicir 
object — at length, one of the number abruptly 
addressed him with the question, ** Why, sir, what 
occasions your horse to laugh so ?'* The reply was 
(and it silenced the presumption of the inquirer and 
his companions), ** I cannot imagine, sir, unlcsa ho 
is smiling at his mistake in supposing himself 
amongst gentlemen, which he now finds is not the 



case.'* 



Rehearsing a Funeral, 

Lord Chesterfield, a little before his death, was so 
infirm, that, whenever he went out in his coach, tho 
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horses were generally led step by step. In this sit 
uation he was one morniii<T met by an acquaintance 
who congratulated his lordship on being able totak( 
the lir. ** I thank you kindly, sir,'' says his lord 
■hip ; ** but I do not come out so much for the air 
MB for the benefit of rehearsing my funeraV* 

Best Sort of Language for the Pulpit. 

The vicar in a certain village in England, return 
ing one Sunday from church, was thus accosted bj 
an opulent farmer : " Well, doctor," said he, " yoi 
be gwain on pretty well now ; but why dount ye gi 
us now and tan a scrap of Latin ?** ** Why,*' saic 
the vicar, '* if I had thought it had been your wish 
I should have had no objection, but for one thing~ 
I am afraid you would not understand it** ** That,* 
said the other, " is nout to you ; " an we do pay voi 
the best, we oft to ha* the best** 



Poverty a Virtue, 
maintained that 



poverty was i 



Dr. R 

virtue. " That,** replied Mr. Canning, ** is literoUj 
making a virtue of necessity.** 

Anecdote of Joe BitUer. 

Joe Miller going one day along the Stnmd, ai 
impudent Derby Captain came swaggering ap ti 
him, and thrust between him and the waU. ** I don* 
use to give the wall,** said he, ** to every jackani^iet.' 
** But 1 dp," said Joe, and so made way for him. 

Lord Norfmry, 

Lord Norbury, happening to drive out in the naigli 
bourhood of Kingstown, \v^ c^coosted by a poo 



and what businGw he Ibllowed, He aaiil, " lusinuiM 
wna Pew, nnd he wb» a labonrer." " Whj, P«w," 
replied his lordship. ^ joa shoidd have hid a pormk 

A Patrial Preacher. 

The other crening we beard a gentleman relate 
an aneodotc wliich ought (o be recorded. It la this : 

At that eventful period when otir countr; Wat in- 
vaded by Prevoat, a clergyman, resident about thirty 
miles froni this, eihorted his Bock to march to 
Platlaburgh and repel the enemy. Many did >o. 
Alter they had departed, the guardian of libertiei. 



d togethi 
•e of offi 



the BucrcBs of those who had departed, and frben 
they had aswrnbled, he conld not Rnd an 'able 
bodied man' among his congregation. R vh« earn. 
voted of femoltt and decrepit old tnpn. A scene 
like this was fiielto the leelin^a, and food for the 
emolionB of the heart of a patriot, and the preacher 
was not wholly unmoved by it He commenced ■ 
prayer — be fettered. He recommenced — again ha 
faltered. The emotions of his heart choked up the 
Bvcnuc§ of his Houl, and the burning feclinga of the 
patriot had got the maatery of the calm, mcHiflucDt 
Ktraina of the preacher. Us arose from his knees 
and exclaimed, "1 caruiot pny when my mind is 
not on my Maker — and 1 confeas, it now centres on 
PlattMburgli ! whither I shall repair with all poari- 
bfc speed, and render my feeble assistance in de. 
ienca of the ciril and rsligioni liberty which wa 
npir enjoy." Ilo immediately embiaMd the WMWj 




ing aoDnentum — Ind them a heaify * gmd bje' — 
iiaplored a bIening~-took hia gun, and {oUewed hia 
brethren to Ibe fieU of hattb. 

TttknUai S^KUHk. 

A printer obsemng two bailiffs porramg' on in* 

geoiouB but distressed Kutlwr, remarked, "th&t It 

was a new edition of ' Tbe Punuiti of Literature,' 

un&ntnij, bat hot-prttitd," 

Shtridan atid tHe Great Seal. 



was BO strajifrelj abstracted, tlic i 
with load crtea ot;-^ Wbo stole the Seal I Sheny 
stole the Seal," &c. ; and one lellow at last exclaim- 
ed, " I suppose if there had been a walcb at it, he 
would have stolen that too." " No," said Sheridan ; 
" if there had been a woIcA at it, it probably would 
act have been Btokn at alL" 

Laugluiile Miaprint, 

In the newspaper account of an inquest held oa 

A* body of a glutton, who died by defDUring part 

or a gooae, the Tvrdiet n^oealion wu printed with 

IDOTB truth than, was intended, atu/bention. 

^uridan a^Lard l%urlau. 

e Wack-hrowed 
I admirable Con. 
Mautia, wbidi had McBtent him tnxa the Cape of 
Good Hope. Tlw wbe ti<Aled the palate of Sheri. 
dao, who law the bottle emptied with uncommon 
regret, and let hia wita to work to get uwAer 




The old chBUcellor wu not la bo so easily induced 
to produce his curkua Cape in mch prcfanioji, and 
fiiilcd d] Slieridon'B utlompls lo get nnatlicr gloB*. 
Sheridao being- piqued, and seeing the inutility of 
persecuting the imDUmibLe pillar of the law, turned 
towarda a genllenian utting taitber dawn, and said, 
" Sir, pau me up that decanter, for I muat rctura 
to Madeira unoe I cannot double tbo Cape." 

Siamttt IMu. 
An argnment afiered by one of the twins, at thdr 
late trial in Salem, offiirded much amusement lo 
the csuil. It was nearly in thle form, and was ad- 
dreaeed to Mr. PrescoU, the compluinant: — "You 
■wear you fraid o' me; you ftaid I kill you, eliuot 
you — St tiie same time you know I have guna — 
yon see I shoot if I choose — and you keep round 
me, fidiowing me about — I aik you civilly not lo 
follow me^you wonH let me go a^'ay — you col] mo 
and my mother hard name—and jct you Bwear yoa 
fraid I hill you. Now, suppose I see a man in my 
country, in Siam — he goes out into woods, and sees 
a Hon ofllcep— he say, ' Oh ! I ftaid that lion kill 
me'~what I think of that man if he go up and 
e that lion a kick and say, 'Get out, you agLf 
KtT I wish you answer me that." 

:Ru»l Shomakert. 
Two lival ■haems^er^ wholired directly (^poaile 
lo each other, in one of tlH atreets near tui west 
end of Iiondon, and wbolk Opposition wai not in 
situation alone, bat ki eretr mailer cxmnected with 
busineiB, canted on for a long tisne a wat of ad- 
vertisements and idocsrda, till at last, one at tbem. 
to signify the parity of hii styls rf cbinB U '' 
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Popular Explanation, 

At the oommencement of the French Revolnti 
when the popular excitement was at its height uj 
tlie subject of the royal veto, Mirabeau beard an 
woman in one of the fkubourgfs bawling out, w 
all imaginable zeal, **No veto! no veto!" **I 
good woman,** said Mirabeau, ** I am a stranger 
Paris, but find every body talking about the ve 
do tell me what it means.** ** Means,** said s 
** why a tax upon sugar, to be sure — so no veto I 
veto!** 

Sergeant Prince. 

Sergeant Prince, a contemporary of Murphy, 1 
translator of Tacitus, has described that gcntleni 
as the most lengthy and soporific speaker of 
time. Bar, bench, jurors, attorneys — nay, even t 
javclin-men, nodded under their somnolescent ini 
ence. A counsel getting up to reply to him, beg: 
** Gentlemen, the long speech of the learned s 

geant ** •♦ I beg your pardon, sir,** interrupt 

Mr. Justice Nares, **you might mj the long soliloiq 
of th» kamed sergeant, for my brother Prince l 
been talking an hcKir to himself.** 

Unattackabie, 

An officer wis defending himself before Sir S3 
ney Smith, for not having itlacked a certain pc 
because he bttd oonsidered it ufiattaekabU, ** Si 
■aid the galluit ehief; •* that word is not English.' 




ITO ituiniint»T'a own iooe. 

BiUical CammaU. 
At the conimeiiceinent of the Freoch revolotion- 

■ij wtLT, ui booeat fumer, vbo icad hia Bible GTei; 
SundsT, weDt to hu rector, and aaked him whether 
be did not think that the contest would go toy 
hud with the French I The rector replied, that, if 
it pleowd God, be hoped it would. ■■ Nay," eaid the 
fiumer, " I am lure it will then ; tor it i< nid by 
(he prophet Eukiel, chap, zxxr, verse 1, 'Son of 
nun let thy bee agtinA Mautil Stir ;' now, mj 
wife, who is a better acbolor than I am, saya thai 
this can be nothing but Moumtir, the Frenchman ; 
and in almost the next lerae it is atill atrongct, lor 
there the prophet adds, ' O, Mount Seir, I bid 
againal thee, and I will make thee most desolate." 

Danger of doing Ibmngt. 
Mr. Carbonel, the wine-merehanl, who served 
George the Third, was a great Arourile with the 
good old kiixg, and was admitted to the honours of 
the royal bunt Returning fhim the chase one 
day, tuB majeaty entered, in his usual aSahle man- 
ner, into coDvemation with him, riding side by sde 
with him, for some distance. I:ord WoIaiDgbam 
was in attendance, and watching an opportunity, 
whispered to Mr. Carbonel, that he had not ooce 
token his hat off before his majesty. "Whal'i 
that, what's that, Walsinc-ham T" inquired the good- 
humoured moikarch. Mr. Carbonel at ooee said, 
"I find I haTe been guilty of nnintnttiDnal disre. 
■pect to your majeitj, in not takinf off my hat) 
but yonr majesty will please to obeem that wheo. 
ever I hunt, my hat ia &stened to my wig, toi mj 
wig to m7 head, and I am on the hack oiF«hij;&- 
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spirited horse; so that if any thing* goes off, ^^i^ J^ 
must all go off together I*' The king laugheo'^x^ 
heartily at this whimsical apology. 

Slanting Ruin, 

** John,*^ said a gentleman the other day, ** I am 
going to church, and if, as it now has the appear- 
ance, it should rain, I wish you to come with the 
umbrella for me ; however, you need not come un- 
less it should rain down straight" The gentleman 
went, — it did rain, but, according to John's con- 
struction of his orders, it was not necessary, from 
the appearance of the rain, to go with the umbrella. 
While standing at the door, watching the weather, 
he was not a little astonished to see his master ap- 
proaching the house with drenched garments, and a 
look of implacable anger. ** John ! John !" said 
the good man, *^ why didnH you bring the umbrella ?" 
** Because, sir," replied John, *^ it rained slanting." 

Sheridan't Greeic, 

Lord Belgrave having clenched a speech in the 
House of Commons with a long Greek quotation, 
Sheridan, in reply, admitted the force of tlic quota- 
tion so far as it went ; " But," said he, " had the 
noble lord proceeded a little farther, and completed 
the passage, he would have seen that it applied the 
other way." Sheridan then spouted something, ore 
ratundo, which hod all the at«, ois, koua and Atom, 
that give the world assurance of a Greek quotation ; 
upon which Locd Belgrave very promptly and 
handsomely complimented the honourable member 
on his readiness of leoollection, and frankly admit- 
ted, that the oontinuatioo of the passage had the 
tendency aseribed to i| Iqf Mr. Sheridan, tnd that 
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he bid overlaoked it nt the laoment when he gfive 
hii quoUtion. On the breaking- up or the House, 
Foji, »ho piqued himwlf on hsviog some Greek, 
wenCuptoSbcrjdan, imd afibedliijn, *' Sheridan, how 
cime you to be bo rend; with that passage ? It cer- 
tainl]' u OB you aay, but I was niA aware of it before 



SheridaB and Cumberland. 

When the ' School fin Scandal' came out, Cum- 

bsrland's children prerailed upon their AitbRto take 

them to Bee it : thef had the Moge-boi ;"tkBiT ftther 
was seated behind them ; and, ai the story was told 



was going on on the Mage, be pinched them, and 
said, " What are ma toughing at, my dear little 
Iblks J fou should Dot bugh, my angels ; there is 
nothing to laugh at ;" and then, in on under tone, 
" Keep still, you little dunces." Sheridan hiring 
been told of this, kmg afterwards, said, " It was 
very ungrotefvil in Cotoberiand to have been die. 
pleased with bia poor children fiir laoghiag at my - 
crimidy ; fiir I went the other night to see Aii Iroge 
dy, and laughed at it from beginning to end." 

fFAinuicoI Pun. 
When the Marquis of TuUibaidin wbi at Cam. 
bridge, he was made the sidiject of a pun, by tb« 
young waggish Cantaba, in the tbllowiag manner : 
tbey look their opportunity, and locked the young 
noUeman op in his apartmenli, and then calfinr to 
their felbws with much clamour, shouted, '*Sea 
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Cicero in prison !** The Marquis was then exposto- 
lating through the open window, and begging to be 
released. "■ Cicero in prison !" said the puzzled Can- 
tabs, not comprehending the joke. ^ Yes," said tho 
jokers, •* it b TuUy harr'd inr 

Mountain Anecdote, » 

A party had once climbed a considerable way up 
the usual track on the side of Skiddaw, when a 
gentleman (a stranger to the rest of the company), 
who had given frequent broad hints of his being a 
man of superior knowledge, said to the guide, ** Pray, 
what is the highest part of this mountain ?^' ** The 
top, sir," replied the guide. 

Traf)eUir''8 Direction, 

A friend who has travelled, relates the following 
as a literal direction given to him by an inhabitant 
of a remote New-England town, in reply to his in- 
quiry for the direct road to — — meetmg-house. 
** Well, ah, stranger, you go right straight ahead, till 
you come to a large oak tree, then you take that are 
tree on your right shoulder, and go on till you come 
to the brick schoolhouse — then take the brick school- 
house on your lefl shoulder, and keep straight on 
till you come to Squire Wingate*s ; and then do you 
take the squire's house right on your back, and you 
can't miss the way." 

Long Bit. 

** Your horse has a tremendous long bit," said a 
friend to Theodore Hook. " Yes," said he, "it is a 
bit too long." 
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Saddletnse, 

"Shall I out this loin of mutton nddlewiaa?" 
said a gentleman carving. **No," said hiffrinrit 
** cut it bridlewise, for then we may all chanfli to 
get a 6it in our mouths." 

No Stranger of Me, 

A parson who had a scolding wife, one day 
brought home a brother clergyman to dinner. Hav. 
ing gone into a separate apartment to talk to his 
spouse about the repast, she attacked and abused 
him for bringing a parcel of idle fellows to eat up 
tlieir income. The parson, provoked at her behaviour, 
said, in a pretty loud tone, "If it wore not for the 
stranger, 1 would give you a good drubbing." " Oh I" 
cried the visitor, " I beg ywk will make no stranger 
of me." 

Nimrod and Ramrod. 

A gentleman, who thought his two sons consumed 
too much time in hunting and shooting, gave them 
the aj)pcllation of Nimrod and Ramrod. 

Doctor Franklin. 

When Doctor Franklin was in Ehigland, he spent 
part of a day in a rural excursion with Commodore 
Johnson and others. In the course of the afiemoon, 
the company separated, and the doctor was found in 
a reverie looking on the Thames. Being asked 
what was the object of his contemplation, ** I am 
musing (he replied) on the imprqper distributioii of 
power, and lamenting that the noUe rivers of Anae- 
rici should be subject to the paltry stream I am now 
hchoJding." 






\ 

humourist's own bogk. \ 

Presnng Reawn, ^ 

A spunger was reproached one day, fi»r dining so 
ofkm among his friends. ** What would you have 
me to do ?" answered he ; ** I am preated to do it*' 
^* True," answered Monk Lewis, ** there is nothing 
more preating than hunger." 



Purgatory, 

The Count de ViHa Medina, being at church one 
day, and finding there a Religious who bagged for 
the souls in purgatory, he gave him a piece of gold. 
"Ah I my lord," said the good father, ** you have 
now delivered a soul." The count threw upon the 
plate another piece : " Here is another soul deliver- 
ed," said the Religious. ** Are you positive of it ?" 
replied the count " Yes, my lord," replied the monk, 
" I am certain they are now in heaven." " Then," 
said the count, "I'll take back my money, for it 
signifies nothing to you now, seeing the souls are 
already got to heaven ; there can be no danger of 
their again returning to purgatory." And he imme- 
diately gave the pieces to the poor that were stand- 
ing by. 

IMiU Money, 

Mr. Money, a little dapper man, was dancing at 
tlie York Aasembly with a tall lady of the name of 
Bond ; on which Sterne said, " There was a groat 
bond fi>r a little money." 

Aneedaie of Sheridan. 

In the midst of his distresses, Sheridan had one 
day invited a party of friends to dine with him* 
amongst whom were a few noblemen of th« Oppo- 
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utioD party ; bat, upon examming bia cellar, a terri 
ble deficipocT was ftmnd. lie was largely in debt 
to Clialier, the great n'mcnierchuit, and lor two 
yean liad been unable U obtaui Etosa him any far- 
ther credit He put his iinaginatioa to work, and 
tried tfao fbUowiii|; expedient He sciit for Chalicr 
on the d^ of the iliniier in question, aud laid him 
^hat luckily lie WUB Justin casli, and wished to acltle 
hia account. ChutliT was much [Jeaiwd ; but told 
him. as he hod not the aceount with him, he would 
return Ihuiig and bring it. He wuB about to leavB 
the room, when, ss if upon sudden rccollectioo, Sher- 
idan said, " Oh, Clialier, by-the-by, you mtiat slay 
and dine with me to-day; 1 have a party to whom I 
will introduce you — some leading members of both 
IIouspc" Cliaher, who was fond of good eompcuiy, 

obliged lo Sheridan for the offer, and promised lo be 
with him at the hour appointed. Upon hia return 
home, lie inlbrmcd the clerk of his cellars that he 
was going to dino with Mr. Sboridon, and probably 
should not bo hoine till it was lute. Sheridan had 
filed the hour of kii to Chaher, but desired him to 
come before that time, as he had much to say to him 
in private. At about ftve o'clock, Chalier came to 
his ajipointnicnt, and he was no sooner in the boose, 
than Slieridan sent o(T a servant, with a note to the 
clerk, desiring him, as Mr. Chalicr was favooring 
him with his company, to send, as soon as poasjbls, 
three dozen of Burgundy, two doien of claret, and 
two dozen of port, witll a dozen of aid hock. The 
clerk, knowing his muster was at Sheridan's, and 
thinking that tlie order came with hia concurrence, 
immediately obeyed it Afler dinner, everj body 
praised the fine qualities of Shoridan'a wioe^ and 
at! were demnxu of hnnwiog who waa hia win«- 
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merchant Sheridan, turning toWarai Chalier, said, 
" I am indebted to my friend hero for all you liave 
tasted, and am proud to recommend him." 

Eccentricity of a Dog, 

Eccentricity is said to be the prerogative of great- 
ness. If the following relation is true, as we beliovie 
it is, it will go far to show that it is to bo met with 
among distinguished dogs, as well as distinguished 
men. 

A gentleman residing in Windham, New- York, 
has for a number of years been the owner of a dog 
of small size, but great courage, of which he has 
given abundant evidence in tlie deer hunts in wlddi 
his master was a frequent participator, and, in more 
than one instance, proved the victor in single fight. 
A few months since, for some real or imaginary 
offence, lie took * French leave' of his friends, to 
whom he liad appeared much attached, and fbllDWod 
a teamster, who was passing a distance of some ten 
or fifteen miles, and took up his quarters at a public 
house, to the inmates of which he was an entire 
stranger. Here he was well treated, and although 
frequently recognized by his old acquaintance who 
occasionally called there, he seemed determined to 
^cut' them, one and all, and invariably refiised to 
notice tlieir attentions even by a aingle wag of his 
tail. Afler spending some weeks in this manner, lie 
bade adieu to his friends and started homeward in a 
leisurely way, making occasional calls at different 
public houses on the road, the length of which 
seemed to depend altogetlier on his estimate of the 
occupants. At last, he arrived in the neighbourliood 
of home ; but instead of going at once to his mas- 
ter's, as a senBible dog would lutw done, he called at 
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the house of a neighbour, where he passed some 
days in an idle way, occasionally paying visits to 
his old acquaintance in the vicinity, and sometimes 
even passing his master^s door, which he invariably 
refused to enter — turning a deaf ear to the solicita- 
tions of himself and family, who at last gave over 
all hopes of reconciliation — when to their surprise, 
he ruiAed into his master^s house, and was actually 
riotous in his manifestations of joy at meeting the 
inmates, where he has since remamed perfectly con- 
tented, to the satisfaction of aU parties. 

Bow-Street Bon-Mot* 

A lady went into the Police Office, Bow Street, 
and inqnircd tlie price of some fur and silk articles. 
Towntend quizzingly replied, ^Oh, ma*ara, weYe 
all fair and above board — we*ve no cloaks here.** 
To which the lady rejoined, " Sir, I beg pardon ; 
I really thought that this was the celebrated pditn 
office:' 

Breaking up of a Nuraerff, 

The organ of early destructiveness sometimes 
exhibits itself in a droll way. The mother of a 
&mily was one day saying, tliat as socm as the 
youngest child was of such an age, she wonld break 
up the nursery. ** La, mamma !** said one of the 
children, " that will be fine sport — 1*11 break up ths 
chairs, and John shall break up the tables.** 

Wit of a ReturrectioitiMt,. 

A large party of soldiers surprising two resurree. 
tion men in a churchyard, the officer, eeizinif one of 
them, asked him what he had to say ftr IdmmHf^'^ 
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••flay, sir," replied tin surgeon*B provider, •♦why, 
that we came here to raise a corpse, and not a 
regiment*' 

A Yorkshire Eating Match. 

There was a famous eating match at a village in 
Yorkshire, between two men, named Gubbins and 
Muggins, which caused a great deal of interest in 
the ncighboarhood ; and a countryman, leaving the 
place before the match was decided, was stopped by 
almost every one on the road with *• Who beats 7 
how does the match get on ?" &,c. : to which he 



swered, "Why, I doant exactly know — they way 
Gubbins *11 get it ; but I thinks Muggins '11 bet 'un 
yet, for when I leafl he was oanly two geesd and 
a torkey behind him !" 

Mistake of the Press. 

An important house in New- York had occasion 
to advertise for sale a quantity of Brass Hoppers, 
such as are used in cofiee-miUs. But instead of 
Brass Hoppers the newspaper read Grasshoppers. 
In a short time the merchant's counting-room was 
thronged with inquirers respecting the new article 
of merchandise. 

"Good morning, Mr. Invoice; how do you sell 
grasshoppers?" said a fat merchant "What are 
they worth a hogshead ?" 

The importer was astonished ; but before he had 
time to reply, in came a druggist, who being bent 
on speculation, determined to purchase a whole lot, 
provided be could get them low. Taking the im- 
porter aside for fear of being overheard by the mer- 
chant, he asked him how he sold his graMhoppert ; 
if they were prime quality ; and whether they voro 
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to be used in medicine. Thb importer wu jiboat 
opening his mouth to reply in an angiy manner lo 
what he began to suspect was a consinrw^ to tor- 
ment him, when a doctor entered smelling at his 
cane and looking wondrous wise. 

** Mr. Invoice," said he, ** ahem ! will yon te|food 
enough to show me a specimen of your graae* 
hoppen r* 

^Grasshoppers I grasshoppers !" exclaimed the im- 
porter, ha soon OS he had a ciuttioe to speak — ^* what, 
gentlemen, do you mean by grasshoppers ?** 

** Mean !" said the merchant : " why, I perceive 
yoa have advertised tlie article for sale." 

** Certainly," said the druggist, ** and when a man 
advertises an article, it is natural for him to expect 
inquiries relating to the price and quality of the 
thinj." 

** Nothing in the world more natural," said the 
doctor. "As for myself) I have ot present a number 
of cases on hand in which 1 thought the article 
might be serviceable — but since you are so— lohem ! 
so uncivil — why I must look out elsewhere, and my 
patients" 

" You and your patienee be hanged !" interrupted 
the importer ; " mine is fairly worn out, and if you 
don't exphiin yourselves, gentlemen, I'll lay this 
poker over your heads." 

To save their heads, the advertisement was now 
referred to, when the importer found out the cause 
of hiH vexations by reading the foUowing: '*Ju8t 
landed and lor sale by Invoice &> Co., fen hogsheads 
prime graashoppers,^^ 

All gont out, 

A ffentleman having appointed \o nyM^V^fiiaad 
o particttlar busineis, went to Yna VuMn lui 
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knocked at the door, Wbicb was opened by a servant 
ffirl. He informed her he wanted her master. ** He 
IS gone oat, sir," said she. " Then your mistress 
will do," said the gentleman. " She," sajd the girl, 
" is gone out too." '* My business is of conse- 
quence," returned he; "is your master's son at 
home?" "No, sir," replied the girl, "he is gone 
out." " That's unlucky indeed," replied he ; " but 
perhaps it may not be Icmg before they rctarn ; I 
will step in and sit'feff your fire." "Oh, sir," said 
the girl, " the fire is gone out too." Upon which tlie 
gentleman bade her inform her master," that he did 
not expect to be received so coolly. 

Matrimony. 

Bishop Andrews, the favourite preacher of King 
James the First, in his sermon on matrimony, says 
that ten women arc driven to tlic altnr for one that 
is led to it 

Difference hetioeen Whigs and Tories. 

" Pray, Monsieur TAmbassadeur," said the late 
King of France one day at his levee, " what do you 
take to be the difference between a Whig and a 
Tory ?" " Please your majesty," was the reply, " I 
conceive the difference to be merely nominal ; the 
Tories are Whigs when they want places, and the 
Whigs are Tories when tliey have got them." 

The Pretender's Health. 

'There was not much wit, but there was some good 
humour in the reply George II. made to a lady, who, 
at the first masquerade his majesty was at in £ug« 
land, invited him to drink a glass of wine at one of 
the beaufets. With iVus \\c tcaiKvVj «s««^««^^ "w^ 
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the lady fillinfr a bumper, said, " Here, mask, the 
Pretender's liealth ;" then filling another glass, pre- 
sented it to the king, who, receiving it with a smile, 
replied, " I drink with all my heart to the health of 
all unfortunate princes." 

Waihington^ 

The following^ incident is certainly important, and 
there are doubtless others, showing a sense of the 
love and fear of Grod in the hearts of the fathers of 
our country, and also those exhibiting a special 
Providence in directing the events of the revolution, 
which have not appeared in any history. 

The surprise and capture of the Hessian troops at 
Triton, is a well-remembered event in our revolu- 
tionary history. It occurred at the darkest period 
of the struggle, and it was in the hour when the 
hopes of the most sanguine had almost failed, that 
God so singularly interposed to save our land. 

On that cventral mornmg. Colonel Biddle, of Phila- 
delphia, rode by tlic side of Washington, and it was 
from his ofl-repeatcd relation of the circumstances 
of that contest that wo have derived our knowledge 
of the following interesting fact : 

The American troops crossed the Delaware about 
nine miles above Trenton, and marcked in two di- 
visions upon the town. This unexpected approach 
and vigorous attack of foes supposed to be dispirited 
and defeated, was completely successful; and al- 
though the floating ice in the river had delayed the 
crossing, and it wai eight o'clock when Washington 
entered the village, the victory was gained with an 
ease altogether unexpected. In a few minutes all 
the outguards were driven in, and the American 
fen^p having surrounded the town, resistance be- 
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came fhiitless, and the enemy surrendered. When 
this event was communieated to Washington, he waS 
pressing fbrvrard, and animating his troops by his 
voice and ezamfJe. Instantly checking his honMo^ 
and throwing the reins upon his neck, the venerabfe 
man raised liis hands and eyes to heaven, and thus 
silently and- emphatically acknowledged whence the 
victory had come, and what aid he had imj^red to 
guard his beloved country in the perilous conflict 
It was not until the lapse of about a minute that he 
paused from his devout thankfulness, and ordered 
the troops to stand to their arms. 

No Pay, No Pray^ 

When Jonas Hanway once advertised for a Qoocb- 
man, he had a grout number of applicants. One of 
them he approved of^ and told him, if his character 
answered, he would take him on the terms which 
they had agreed upon ; " But," said he, ^ my good 
fellow, as I am rather a particular man, it may be 
proper to inform you, that every evening, after the 
business in the stable is done, I shall expect you to 
come to my house for a quarter of an hour to attend 
&mily prayer ; to this, I suppose, you can have no 
objection ?" ** Why, as to that, sir,'* replied the fel- 
bw, " I does not see much to say against it, bat I 
hope you'll consider it in my wages.'* 

More than rean SwaUow, 

An illustrious person told Ifa D , of C ■ , 

that he had drunk two bottia of champagne and 

six of port. ** That," said Mr. D , " is more than 

I can aieallou) ;" and if the wit was relished, it 
never forgiven. 
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. CHwing up the Ghost, 

A player pcrfbrtning the Ghost in Hamlet very 
badly, was hissed ; after bearing it a good while, he 
put the audience in good humour by stepping for- 
ward, and saying, ** Ladies and gentlemen, I am ex- 
^.tremely sorry that my humble endeavours to please 
' are unsuccessful ; but if you are not satisfied, I must 
gine up the GhoatJ^ 

No Voice in the City, 

A gentleman passing the evening among some 
friends in the city, was requested, in his turn, to 
fiivour the company with a song ; he politely dc> 
clined it, alleging that he was so indifferent a per- 
former, that any attempt of his would rather difigust 
than entertain. One of the company, however, as- 
serted that he had a very good voice ; and said, he 
had frequently had the pleasure of hearing him sing. 
•* That may be," resumed the other, " but as I am 
pot a fi*eeman, I have no voice in the city.' 



»» 
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A Double Entejidre. 

The keeper of a paltry Scotch alehouse having chi 
his sign, after his name, the letters M . D. F. R. S., 
a phFsician, who was a fellow of the Royal Society, 
asked him how he presumed to ofEx these letters to 
his name. " Why, sir," said the publican, •* I have 
as good a right to tliem as you have." ** What do you 
mean, you impudent scoundrel ?" replied the doctor. 
** I mean, sir," retamed the other, " that I was Drum- 
Major of the Royof^ots Fosileers." 

Such Sparkt as You. 

As Lady B L was presiding one evening 

at tlie tea-table, one of her nriues caught the flame 
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of the tea-lamp, and was bnmed befm it could be 
extinguished. Lord.M — -, who y^Jf-aoe of the 
p irty, and thought to be witty on the accident, re- 
riiorked, *^ He did not think her ladyship so apt to 
take Jire." " Nor am I, my lord," replied she with 
^rcat readiness, ** from such sparks as you." 

Actor of One Part, 

A little after Lord Chatham (then Mr. Pitt) had 
cluinged his political sentiments in regar^to the pro- 
tection of Hanover, in the course of replying one 
day in the House of Commons to Sir Francis Blake 
Delaval, he threw out some sarcastical reflexions 
on him for appearing on the stage ; upon which the 
other got up, and acknowledged it was true : youth 
and whim led hiin once to amuse himself that 
way ; but he could safely lay his hand on his heart 
and say, ** He never acted hut one part%* 

Sheridan and the Itay-Writer, 

During Sheridan^s management of Drury Lane, 
an author had produced a play which he offered to 
Covent Garden, saying, that it would make Drury 
Lane a splendid desert. His play failed ; but bood 
after, he previylcd on a friend to present a new cMe 
to Sheridan. ** No ! no !" exclaimed the latter, ** I 
can't agree to connive at putting his former threat 
into effect," 

The Esquimaux Woman, 

Major Cartwright used to relate many curious 
particulars of this woman : among others, that on 
being shown the interior of St. Paul's she was so 
struck with astonishment and awe, that her knees 
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shook under licr, and she leaned for support on the 
person who sto<Hi next to her. After a pause of 
some moments, she exclaimed, in a low and tremu- 
lous voice, *^ Did nmn make it, of was it found here ?" 

Ben^ of the Springs, 

A lady brought a child to a physician in Utica, 
to consult him about its precious health. Anx>ng 
other tilings, she inquired if he did not think the 
Springs would be useful ? 

** Certainly, madam," replied the doctor, as he 
eyed tlie child, and tlien took a large pinch of snoffl 
** 1 haven't the least hesitation in recommending 
the Springs — and tlic sooner you ^ifpiy the remedy, 
tlie better !" 

" You really think it would be good for the dear 
little thing, don*t you r 

•• Upon my word, it's the best remedy I know of.** 
"What Springs would you recommend, Doctor?" 
** Any will do, madam, where you can get plenty 
of toap and toater.** 

Etymologists. 

Dr. Parr being asked, who was his immediate 
pfedecessor in the mwitership of the free school of 
X^orwich? replied,-* It was Barnabas Leman, an 
honest man but without learning, and very tyran- 
nical in his discif^ne. This man had the impu- 
dence to publish, by a haJ^guinea subscription, 
what he called an * English Derivative Dictiooary,* 
in quarto. He pretended to find a derivation ror 
every word in Saxon, German, Dutch, Latin, Greek 
and Hebrew. No moUei what the word was, 
whether culinary or vernaLCV^u^ Ya \m^BitaR3iw \a 
^d MtM etym6l<^ry. Ck>mu\g \o ^ wf • \«»:5\w* V^ 
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Norfelk way of dressing the. feet o£ sucking pigs), 
he was a little puzzled, but it did not stop him ; so 
he wrote, as it now stands in the book, * Piff's petty- 
toes — a dish of which the author of thus Dictionary 
is extremely fond." 

There lately resided in an Ayrshire village, a 
man who, like Leman, proposed to write an Ety- 
mological Dictionary of the EngKsh language. Be- 
ing asked what he understood the word pathology 
to mean, he answered, with great readiness and 
confidence, " Why, the art of road-making, to be 
sure." 

A SinffU Machine out of Order, 

A gentleman, remarkable for having a great deal 
of lead in his forehead, calle4 one momiag on a 
counsellor, who asked what news ? ** Why," says 
the other, ** I do not know ; my head is confound- 
ediy otU of order this morning." ^ That is extraor- 
dinary news, indeed," says the counsellor. ** What ! 
an extraordinary thing for a man to have the head- 
ache ?" " No, sir," says he, " I do not say that ; but 
for so simple a machine to be otU of order is extra- 
ordinary indeed !" 

Toasting (^St. 

A child having ^t a flannel cloth to dry, while 
his mother was busied otherwise, held it so close to 
the fire that it soon began to change colour. 
"Mamma," he cried, **is it enough when it looks 
brown ?" 

Mr, Abemeihy. 

A lady verytmuch a£El\c\A4 m>3ci \tfsr^^jpa& ^ksw^- 
pkinta, went to oonsuU tVie csfcV^OT\A»ftL %\a^|f«sa.C^^ 
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Abcniolhy. Tlie rouirh ;nid cjinstic munner ir 
which he <■ ■t^'^hi^•(■(^ h(T, SO (lisroir.r.nscd the fuir 
oiicV \v<;;! s;)irits, that slio was thrown into a fit of 
hysteric-. On parting, slie put tlic usual fee into 
Ills hand, in the form of a one pound note and a 
shilling. Mr. Aberncthy pocketed the note with 
one hand, and with the other presented the shilling 
to her, saying, gravely, "Here, madam, take the 
shilling; go to the next toy-shop, buy a skipping- 
ropo, and use it every day : it will do you more 
good than all my prescriptions !" 

Bread. 

An itinerant preacher, who was not very re- 
markahle for his energy of style or brilliancy of 
thought, was once hammering out the gospel to a 
slumbering audience in Freetown, when he stopped 
short in his discourse, and with renev.-ed vigour ex- 
claimed — " My friends, what do you suppose my 
little grandson calls bread ?*^ This uncx|>cctcd 
query awakened the congregation, who commenced 
guessing. After some ten or twelve hod guessed 
wrong, a great gawk drawled out, " Now, Mr. Min- 
ister, you are to tell us what he calls it" " Why,** 
replied the reverend gentleman, " he calls it bread.'^ 
Afiur this there was no more slumbering. 

Inestimable Value of a Tail. 

A monkey-faced fellow offered himself to Grarrick 
as an actor. " It will not do," says Gorrick ; " but 
if you had a tail, no money should part i»." 

TypograpfcicflZ Wit. 

Oiic meeting an acc\aviv\\\.3L\iw,"«^H«^^\iws&». 
by profession, inqnitcdo? \vv«\,*^AiV\.NK^\xx»^»x, 



H17lil>UR1ST*8 OWN BOOK. 189 

— had put a period to his existence ?" " No, 
no," replied the typographer, *' he had only put a 
colon : for he is now in a fair way of recovery." 

Stock-jobbers, 

A carpenter in Dorsetshire was employed to make 
a pair of stocks for the parish, for which ho charged 
a good round sum. One of the parochial officers 
said, "You have made a good deal by that job." 
** Yes," said Master Chip, " we stock-jobbers always 
attend to our own interest." 

Courage, " 

A man, in the habit of travelling, complaining to 
his friend, that he had often been robbed, and was 
afraid of stirring abroad, was advised to carry pis- 
tols with him on his journey. ** Oh ! that would be 
worse," replied the hero ; " the thieves would rob me 
of them also." 

A S^p of the Tongue, 

A young fellow named Crolius, who was charged 
with having stolen a pair of shoes, was arraigned 
at the S])ccidl Sessions. The jvisoner, after his ar- 
rest, pretended that he was a foreigner, and affected 
nn entire ignorance of the English language. On 
his trial tlie charge was not sufficiently proved, the 
court therefore resolved to acquit him ; previous to 
his charge, however, the Recorder, wLshing to give 
him the laconic exhortation to morality, called him, 
to ask whether he did not understand any English ? 
The acquitted prisoner turned roitfid, and malcing a 
very low bow to the court, thte^i \3wa «aj&Xftt^\siv»"e^ 
roar of laughter by replying "vety oi2kSsJfc5>^^'^^ "^ 
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word, your honour." " WoU,'' said his hoDoiir, as 
Kooii ns he had resumed bis gT«^vity by adjusting bis 
s})ccta(^les, "' if you are discharged, will you take 
care and behave better in future ?" ** I will," said 
the other, as he turned out of court, ** you will never 
find me here again speaking to your honour.*' 

Game. 

Lee Lewis, shooting on a field, the proprietor at> 
tacked him violently : ** I allow no person,^ said he, 
** to kill game on my manor but myseU*, and m 
shoot you, if yon come here again." ** What," said 
the other, ** I suppose you mean to make game of 
me." 

Short Days and long NighU, 

Bonnel Thornton, like most wits, was a lover of 
oonviviality ; which frequently led him to spend the 
whole night in company, and all tlie next morning 
in bed. On one of these occasions, an old female 
relation having waited on him before he had arisen, 
began to read him a familiar lecture on prudence ; 
which she concluded by saying, ** Ah ! Bonnel, 
lionnel ! I see plainly that you*ll Siorten your dayuP 
"• Very true, madam," rcphed he, ** but, by the same 
rule, you must admit that I shall lengthen my 
nights,^' 
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ExeeUency and Highne$9, 

* Once," said a pcnon, in a dispute concerning 

titles, " I had the honour to be in company with an 

Excellency and & ^^bnesa. His EzodJency was 

tiic most Ignorant md \iim\ji\. Tcmxi\ «<«cst «inc ; and 

his Highness inesJBax«eL joA faox fe««i. oi^VaidGmr 
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Bett Body of Divinity, 

Parker, Bishop of Oxford, being' asked by an ac 
qnaintance what was the b«9t body of diyinhy, an- 
swered, **That which can help a num to keep a 
coach and six horses.** 

Dr. Parr. 

^ Dr. Parr was not very delicate in the choice of 
his expressions, when heated by argument or con- 
tradiction. He once called a clergyman a fooly who, 
indeed, was little better. The derfymon said, he 
would complain of this usage to the bishop. ** Do,** 
said the doctor, ** and my Lord Bishop will confirm 
you." 

Justice. 

A French nobleman, who had been satirized by 
Voltaire, meeting the poet soon after, gave him a 
hearty drubbing. The poet immediately flew to 
the Duke of Orleans, told him how he had beoi 
used, and bcg^d he would do him justice. ** Sir*" 
replied the duke, with a significant amile, ** it has 
been done you already." 

A New Character, 

A late Duke of Norfolk was mach addicted to 
the bottle. On a masquerade night, he aaked Footo 
what new character he shook! go in. ** Go wAer I" 
said Foote. 

The Tragic Barber. 

A hair-dresser, in a coasidfiiable \AN9ii^ tsai^ vbl 
uBBucceaBfal attempt in tragedy. To v^^'QRA 
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abundant hissing, he stepped forward, and deliTcrcd 
the fullowin^ speech : ^ Ladies and gentlemen : yes. 
terday 1 dressed you ; lo-ni|rht I xwrtas joa ; and 
to-morrow, if you plea«h^I will Ksdrets you. While 
tlierc is virtue in powder, pomatum, and horse-tails, 
I find it easier to make an actor than to be one. 
Vivt la bagatelle I I hope I shall yet shine in the 
capital part of a beau, though 1 have not the felicity 
of pleasing you in the character of an emperor." 

John Taylor, 

This author hud tlie merit of interrupting the 
servile etiquette of kneeling to the king. ** I my- 
sel^" says the water poet, "gave a book to King 
James onoe, in the great chamber at Whitehall, as 
his majesty came from the chapel The Duke of 
Riclirnond said merrily to me : — * Taylor, where did 
3'oa l(>arn the manners to give the king a book and 
not kiK cl V * My Iwd,' said I, * if it please your 
grace, I do give now ; but when I beg any thing, 
Uien I will kneel.' " 

How to Catch an (hoL 

A western paper mentions the following as an 
easy method of taking owls. When you discover 
one on a tree, and find that it is looking at you, all 
you have to do is to move quickly round Uie tree 
6(V(TaI times, when the owl in the mean time, 
whose attention will be firmly fixed, forgetting the 
necessity of turning its body with ite head, will fol- 
low your motions with its eyes, till it wrings its 
head off. 

Tiie same papei ^To^pQ«&% ^ \nfeAhod of taking 
rabbits^ equally eoBy and eSSestaBik. ^'YSMfc Vjk^^ 
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the writer) apples in the parts where they frequent 
oiler sprinkhng them with snnff, and when they 
conic to smell, the sudden effort to sneeze which 
they make, never fails to br^ik their necks, and 
even, in some cases, has been known to throw their 
heads a foot beyond their tails." 

Saving One's Bacon, 

A boy, who had not returned after the holidays to 
Winchester school, which the master charged him 
to do, came back at last loaded with a Bse ham, as 
a bribe to the master, who took the ham, but Hog- 
ged tlie lad, and told him, " You may give my com- 
pliments to your mother fur tlie ham, but I assure 
you it sliall not save your bacon." 

Building Castles in the Air, 

During the civil war, some persons of tlie royal 
party having mixed with the republicans in com- 
pany, were talking of their future hopes. "'Us all 
building castles in the air," observed a surly re- 
publican. "Where can we build them else?" re- 
plied a cavalier ; " you have robbed us of every inch 
of land." 

Politeness, 

An officer in battle happening to bow, a cannon, 
ball passed over his head, and took off the head of a 
soldier who stood behind him. ** You see," said he, 
** that a man never loses by politeness." 

The Left-Handed Lady, 

An. old lady proverbial for her pride of Christian- 
ity; one a/iernoon discovered, YrYuie 'va \5na xwv^^N. <aS. 

N 
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her work, the reverend shepherd of tho floek of 
which she was a member, within a ftw paces of 
the house, and making straight towards Uie door. 
Wishing to be thought well • employed, she threw 
her spiiiniug'Wheel aside, and seizing her spectaeles 
and bible, though she could not read a word, wws 
engaged so deeply at the time the good man enter- 
ed as not to observe him until he gently tapped her 
on the shoulder : " La ! madam, do yon read with 
your bible upside down ?" " Oh- dear, is it, Mr. B. V* 
said she, ** yes, I always read so ; I*m left-handed." 

Funeral Service. 

A ludicrous mistake happened at a funeral in 
Mary-lc-bonc. The clergyman had gone on with 
the scr\'ice, until he came to that part, which says, 
** Our deceased brother, or sister," without knowing 
whether the deceased was male or female. He 
turned to one of the mourners, and asked, whether 
it was a brother or sbter? The man very inno- 
cently replied, **No relation at all, sir; only an 
acquaintance." 

Judge Bvrnei. 

Judge Burnet, eon of the famous Bishop of Salis- 
bury, when young, is said to have been of a wild 
and dissipated turn. Being one day found by his 
father in a very serious humour, "What is the mat> 
tcr with you, Tom," said the bishop ; ** what are ycni 
ruminating on ?" " A greater work than your lord. 
ship's History of the Reformation," answered the 
son. " Ay ! what is that ?" asked the father. " Tho 
reformation of mi/self, m^ V«d" replied the son. 
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Street Sweeper* 

A gentleman, crossing the Strsuid, was applied to 
by a man, who sweeps the cross-ways, for charity. 
The gentleman replied, " I am going a little farther, 
and will remember you when I return." " Please 
your honour," says the man, **it is unknown the 
credit I give in this way." 

A Standing Joke, 

Munden, when confined to his bed, and unable to 
put his feet to the ground, being told by a friend 
that his dignified indisposition was the lauffh of the 
green-room, pleasantly replied, " Though 1 love to 
make others laugh, yet I wish much rather thejp 
would make me a standing joke." 

Anecdote, 

Not long ago, two young sparks (linen-drapers as 
was supposed,) from a great city of the Em, took 
up their residence at an Inn in the West Highlands 
(the landlord of which has been so graphically 
described by a contemporary as * the rattling, roar- 
ing, ready-witted, warm-hearted, big-fisted High- 
landman, that keeps what he himself calls the 
Travelling Emporium.') The youtlis in question 
soon began to ' smoke ' Dugald the waiter (along 
with their segars), as the best method of showing 
their importance ; and to such an extent did they 
harass the poor fellow, tliat, finding it impossible to 
please them, either with their victuals or his most 
assiduous services, he was constrained to inform his 
master, that, rather than go near them any more, he 
would be forced to leave the Em\>ot\\3ivcv. lS^at^^^xv 
hearing tlw complaint, was uol \oivg v[\ d*Afcx\»i«v\!o% 
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on a way to punish Ulic saucy scoondrels.' He 
therefore took tlie youn|r g-entlcincn under his own 
especial charge, and soon discovered that Dugald 
had not been complaining unnecessarily ; but to 
favour his design, they were served moBt obsequi- 
ously, and aUowed to rail on. When the gentlemen 
were about to depart, tlie bill was demanded, but 
Rory charged every thing so extravagantly, that 
even the waiter, to whom it was shown, uttered an 
exclamation, in Gaelic, indicative of astonishment 
at its exorbitance. Nothing daunted, however, the 
account was presented, when, * foaming with rage 
and fury,' the indignant strangers vociferated, 
** Pray, Mr. Boniface, is this your usual rate of 
t-charging?" "Oh, not at all, not at all, gentlemen," 
calmly rcphed Rory. "And wljy not, fellow?" 
" Because, gentlemen, it is not ordinary people we 
make our living by — and however much you may 
conceal your names, I know by your manner that 
you arc noblemen." " Noblemen !" exclaimed the 
gentlemen, with great self-complacency. " Yes, 
noblemen," cried Rory, seeing the pill was going 
down. " Did I not find it out at once ? You're 
noblemen in disguise — you need never deny it to 
me, my LordvS," and bowing himself out of the 
apartment, almost suffocated with laughter, he 
retired to enjoy the joke with his household. In a 
miimte after, the bill was settled in full, and Dugald, 
the waiter, received seven shillings and sixpence for 
his trouble. 

Sharp Repartee, 

A countryman aoVvn^ his ground, two smart 
/eJIows riding \i\al wa.^, otv^ ci^ ^^m ^^A&RALWliim 
with an insolent a\T,^Wvi\\\vowi.^Ss?^a>9?:;* ti(^\i^ 
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** 'tis your business to sow, but we reap the fruits of 
your labour." To which the countryman replied, 
** 'Tis very like you may, for I am sowing hemp." 

Reason for Weeping. 

A gnenUeman, taking an apartment, told the land- 
lady, ** I assure you, madam, I never left a lodging 
but my landlady shed tears.** She answered, "I 
hope it was not, sir, because you went away without 
paying.** 

Patience, 

A fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, on the 
eve of his departure from the University, preached at 
St Maryls, upon these words, "/fare patience unth 
me, and I loill pay you all ;** and, owing a great sum 
of money in the town, enlarged mightily on the first 
part of the text, "ffouc patience" ^c, "Now,** says 
he, " I should come to the second part, and I unU 
pay you all; but having pressed too long on your 
patience, I must leave £at till the next opportunity* 
so pray have patience with me !** 

No Bad Exchange, 

** How are you, this morning ?'* said Fawcett to 
Cooke. **Not at all myself,** says the tragedian. 
** Then, I congratulate you,** replied Fawcett ; " for 
be whoever ebe you will, you will be a gainer by 
the bargain.'* 

Anagram, 

One of the happiest anagrams rn any language 
is4hat which Iins been made from Pilate's question. 
to oar Savioar — * Quid est Veritas T t^\YaX.\^\xxsS:tvT^ 
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These three words make the following anagraramatk 
sentence : est vir qui adest. (The man whom yoa 
see befiire you.) 

Extreme Unction. 

As the late Earl of Chesterfield and JJoMPetre 
were once steppmg out of a carriage, a grefl lamp, 
oil and all, fell from the centre of an iron arch before 
the house, missing Lord Petre by about half an inch. 
" Oh, my lord," said he, " I was near being gone !" 
"Why, yes," repUed the Earl, cooUy, "but there 
would certainly have been one comfort attending the 
accident, since you must infallibly have received ex- 
treme unction before you went" 

Flying Colours. 

Two gentlemen were at a coffoe-house, when the 
discourse foil upon Sir Joshua Rc3niolds*s painting ; 
one of them said, that " his tints were admirable, 
but the colours flew." It happened, unluckily, that 
Sir Joshua was in the next stall, and he, taking up 
his hat, accosted them tlius, with a low bow : " Gen- 
tlemen, I return you many thanks for bringing me 
off with flying colours." 

Bon-Mot of NeUim. 

Lord Nelson was as decided and animated in his 
intercourse with his friends as with the enemies of 
his country. Captain Berry had served with him 
in the unfortunate affair of Tcneriffe ; and, on their 
return to England, accompanied him to St James's. 
The king, with his accustomed suavity, lamented 
the gallant admiral's wounds. *' You have lost yfi^ 
right arm," observed bja tiwi^esX;^. "•'ftwX. \>s*. m^ 
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right hand,** repKed the other, **as I have the honor 
of presenting Captain Berry to jour majesty." 

Anecdote of Quin, 

DinuuLfne day at a party in Bath, Qmn uttered 
flomethu^^hich caused a general murmur of delight. 
A nobiehaan present, who was not illustrious for the 
brillianey of his ideas, -exclaimed, "What a pity 
*tis. Quia, my boy, that a ^ver jfiHlpw like you 
shonld be a puyer.** Quia fixed and flashed his eye 
upon the person, with this reply, ^ Wha^ would your 
lordship have roe be ? — a lord 
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A Cogent Reason for not Marrying, 

A gen^man who paid his addresses to a lady in 
every respect qualified to make him an exceUent 
wife, had been accustomed to spend almost every 
evening during a period of nearly thirty years at 
her house. A fHend one morning met with him, 
and in tiie course of conversation said, ** Why, in 
the name of fate, don*t you marry Miss — ^ ? You 
have known her now above thirty years; she is 
amiable, clever, has a good fortune, and is precisely 
the person you ought to choose fi)r a wife.** ** Why,** 
said he, " I have often thought of marry inf. l£r, 
but have as often been deterred by the re&ilifm 
that I should then have nowhere to spend my even 
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I myself am Carlini, 

An unfortunate man, miserably afilicted with a 
hypochondriacal complaint, consulted M. Tronchin, 
laft-]>bysician* ** You want amusement, sir," said 
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Tronchin to him ; ** go and see Carlini ** he will 
make you laugh, and will do you more good, than 
an)^ thing I can prescribe for you." " Alas ! sir,** 
said the patient, " / myself am Carlini /" 

Honesty too Dear. ' ■• 

A magistrate remonstrating with a culprit of the 
poorer class, who had been frequently before him, 
asked him why he did not contrive to pursue an 
honest course ? The other, who bad got seme gin 
under his girdle, replied, "Upon my soul, pleairo 
your worship, I can't afford to be honest." 

Kindness of a Carpenter. 

A carpenter, having neglected to mak% a gibbet 
(which was ordered by the executioner), on the 
ground that he had not been paid fiur the last that 
he had erected, gave so much offence, that the next 
time the judge came the circuit, he was sent for. 
*^ Fellow, (said the judge, in a stem tone.) how came 
you to neglect making the gibbet that was order^ 
on my account?" "I humbly beg your pardon," 
said the carpenter, ** had I known it had been for 
your lordship, it should have been done immedi- 
atdy.*' 

Gratitude. 

A grotesque instance of the sudden power of 
gratitude, is shown in a modem Kentish anecdote, 
perfectly well attested. A person of Whitestable, 
named Patten, was well known in his own neigh- 
bourhood as a man of great oddity, great homour, 
and cquaRy great extravagance. Once standing -Jbi 

* A celrlxratod kaY\c<\tv'\\\ ot \,\xe WWCv^iw c»cbsA^. 
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need of a new wig, his old one defying all ffar(!her 
assistance of art, he went over to Canterbury, and 
applied to a barber, young in the business, to make 
him one. The tradesman, who was just going to 
dinner, begged the honour of his new customer's 
company at his meal, to which Patten most readily 
consented. After dinner, a large bowl of punch 
was produced, and the happy guest, with equal 
readiness, joined in its demolition. When it was 
out, the barber was proceeding to business, and be- 
gan to handle his measure, when Mr. Patten de- 
sired him to desist, saying, he should not make his 
wig. " Why not ?" exclaimed the honest host ; 
" have I done any thing to offend you, sir ?" " Not 
in the least," replied the guest; " I find you are a 
very honest, gcNDd-natured fellow ; so I will take 
somebody else in. Had you made it, you would 
never have been paid for it" 

Bacchanalian Inquest, 
A man not twenty roDes from the capital of 



was the other day recognized by several sober citi- 
zens, in such a situation as to induce ilie belief tliat 
be v/as dead, and that he had come to his untimely 
fate, eitlier by mischance or the hand nf vi^ance 
A magistrate was immediately called upt^^ho, 
aflcr hastily referring to the statutes, and a WSk of 
forms and precedents, placed a volume under each 
arm, and with appropriate solemnity, moved to the 
fatal spot, calling, as he passed, on Jiis neighbours 
to the number of fifteen, to serve as a jury of in- 
quest. The jury was duly impannelled, sworn, and 
charged to declare of the death of the person," 
whether he died of felony, &c. when to the aston- 
ishment of all present, the a\>\)\iTe\\VV'^ \\'vO^^'«i!» ^^\\r>^ 
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mofed, fidntly raising his head, and with the niiil 
fled tongue of a votary of Bacchus, exckiimed, ** / 
have an cbjection to one of the juryJ^* 

An Outline, 

When the Duke de Choiscul, who was a remark- 
ably meagre-looking man, came to London for the 
purpose of negotiating a peace, Charles Townsend, 
being asked whetlwr the French government had 
sent the preliminaries of a treaty, answered, ^ He 
did not know, but they had sent the outline of an 
ambassador.** 

Dr, Bentley, . 

When the great Bentley* afterwards so distin- 
guished, was examined for deacon*s orders, ho ex- 
pected that the bishop would himself examine him ;. 
and his displeasure at what he considered neglect 
he vented in such answers as the following : — 



Chaplain. 


auid est fides? 


BeiUlejf. 


Quod non videe. 


a 


Quid est spes ? 


B. 


Quid non babes. 


a 


Quid est eharitas ? 


B. 


Maxima raritas. 



Thii is said to have been enough to satisfy the 
chapiaitii who took the rhymer to Uie bishop. 

Striking Likeness, 

Some years ago, a then itinerant portrait-p^ter, 

whose reputation has since risen muq|i aboVb the 

point it at that time occupied, being employed to 

delineate the features of a musician of some emi^ 

nence, who had taken up hU tetni^rary <\uarter8 at 

rt fViitcrlng-phce, the son of Yvmtoo\v>j ^\jl% ^xfswficA. 
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fied with the resemblance, and expressed his disay 
probation rather strongly. " Whom is that like, my 
dear ?*' asked the mortified artist of a fine little boy, 
the eldest hop^Of his employer. " Papa !** said the 
child. " So it is, my darling — You see, sir, your 
son is a better judgre of a likeness than yourself. 
And where is it like papa, my dear ?" " It's very 
like papa about the Jiddle I" was the answer. It is 
unnecessary to add, that no more questions were 
asked of the juvenile connoisseur. 

Lord Bolinghroke. 

The famous Lor^ Bolinghroke, being at Aix-la- 
chapelle, during the treaty of peace at that place, (at 
which time his attainder was taken ofi*,) was a^ed 
by an impertinent Frenchman, whether he came 
there in any pubUc character. ^ No, siiT* replied his 
lordship, " I come like a French minister, with no 
character at all." 

i 

Lightning and Lotteries. 

A few years since a respectable young man in 
Portland, among the thousands and thousands who 
had drawn blanks, blanks, blanks, drew a prize of 
five hundred dollars. His friends, we have no doubt, 
trembled for the consequences, lest it should lead 
him to dabble in lotteries till he was ruined. We 
were pleased, however, the other day, .to hear him 
remark that on drawing the prize, he immediately 
came to the resolution never to purchase another 
ticket ! and the reason which he gave pleased iis 
still niofe. " He had heard folks say, that lightning 
was never knotcn to strike twice in one place,^* 



904 humourist's own book. 

Whafs in a Name. 

On it being reported, in a party of ladies, that a 
Captain Silk had arrived in town, ti|ey exclaimed, 
with one exception, " What a nunio ror a soldier !" 
•♦ The fittest name in the world," rejoined a -witty 
female ; " for silk never can be teorsted .'" 

CrreiU Encouragement, 

A gentleman about to join his regiment, stationed 
in tlie West Indies, was making some anxious in-' 
quiries of a brother officer, who had returned, after 
serving several years in that climate, eonceriuug tJie 
best means of preserving healtii ; to which tlie other 
replied, *' During our passage out, many serious di# 
cussions took jtlacc about tlic nuxle of living best 
calculated to preserve health in a clinjatc, with tho 
fatal effects Df which on Euroiican constitutions, 
every one is m> well acquainted. Some determined 
to be temiK'rate, and drink notliing but water; 
others, not deviating from their usual manner of 
living. Not to interrupt each otlier's ])lans,' ve 
agreed to separate into two distinct messes, which, 
from tlicir diilcrent modes of hving, very soon ob- 
tained the distinctive appellations of the sober and 
tlie drunken club." " Well," said tlie otiier gentle- 
man, witli some anxiety, " and wliat was the result ?" 
" Why, truly, not very satisfactory : we buriod oU 
the members of tlie sober club in tlio course of U' 
few months, and I am the only surviyor of the 
drunken." 

New Reading in Horace, 
Sir Kobert Walpolo, at tlie close of his adminis- 
tratkm, was sitting one o^owuv^ ^ith some intimale 
fricudsf U) whom ho wa.8 tiou\v^^\\\u\^QS.>\\iSiX«sAMa^ 



humourist's own book. 305 

and vexations of office, adding, from the second epis- 
tle of the second. book of Horace, 

' Luaiati satis, edisti, atquc hibisti ; 
TcrupBS abirc tibi est.* 

" Pray, Sir Robert," says one of his friends, " is that 
good JLatin ?" ** Why, I think so — what objections 
have you to it ?" " Why," says the other drily, " I 
did not know but that the word might be 6rioe-isti 
m YOUR Horace." 

Punning Competition. 

George IV., when Prince of Wales, and Charles 
Fox, one day enjt^ng a ride in the neighbourhood 
of Brighton, laid bets which of them should make 
the iDorst pun on the first subjects they met. Im- 
mediately aflcr, meeting . a man carrying a dead 
hare over his shoulder. Fox (who wafe to make the 
first essay of his wit) accosted him fhtis : *' Friend, 
is that your own hare or a wig ?" Riding a little 
farther on, tliey came up witli two men, one of 
whom held a snufr-l)ox in his* hand. ** So, friend," 
said the prince, " I see you arc a snuffer." " Yes, 
sir," replied the man. " And arc you a snuffer also ?" 
says he to tlie other man. " I am, please your hon- 
our." " Well, then, you are a pair of gnuffers^ Fox 
gained the bet 

Almanacs. 

' A simple countryman lately went into a shop in 
Mansfield, Notts, to look at some almanacs. On 
being told the price, he exclaimed, " They're very 
dear!" "Yes," was tlio reply, "and they'll be 
dearer too, next year." This so staggered poor 
Johnny, that he exclaimed, " I'll have ihvee before 
they do rise !" And, sarvs cereinonie^ tliat number 
MO actually purchased and paVCi fox \ 



„,-. o^'f ■*°'- 






™*W' "' i^,vo l5>'"" HbdH^^S- .Wp not™ >* 
lihw";'* how'-^'- Cvlw «»'J^of "b" 
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John Kenible. 

Perhaps no man ever acted so completely up to a 
character as Kemble. For the time he almost ima* 
gined himself to be the very thing he represented. 
The following example to the above rule happened 
one night at a provincial theatre, when Jolm per- 
formed the character of Brutus. The unfbrtmMte 
wi|^ht who that evening represented. Mark Antony, 
fatigued by his exertions, sought, behind the scenes, 
refreshment from a tankard of cool porter. John, 
making an exit from the stage, caught the noble 
Antony in the very act ! He shrank aghast from 
the horrid sight ! Mark Antony drinking porter! 1 1 
Kemble struck the offending pewter-pot from the 
luckless actor*s hands ; ran to his tiring roooOj threw . 
liiuisclf on a sofa ; and much time dapsed beibre 
his brother actors could prevail upon him to continue 
the |)erfbrmance. 

lake the Minigtry. 

Lord North, exulting over Charles Fox, on the 
news, in an extraordinary gazette, of New- York 
being conquered, tlie patriotic wit re{died, ** It is a 
mistake, sir ; New- York is not conquered ; it is only, 
like the ministry, abandoned .'*' 

A Benne Bouche, 

An elderly lady, on* a visit at Margate, went into 
tlic market, having made up her mind to buy a 
goose. There were but two in the market, botli in 
the custody of a little chcrry-checked loss from 
Bircliington, who, to the surprise of her customer, 
IKwitively refused to sell ouvi wvVVvowVVJna «:l^<isi. "^^^ 
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collecting that a neigh oour had also expressed a 
wish for one, the lady was, without mach difficulty, 
prevailed on to take both. When the bargoin was 
concluded, however, she thought proper to inquiry 
of the vendor, why she had so peremptorily declined 
selling them separately ? " If you 'please, my lady, 
was the naive answer, "mother said as how the 
geese had lived together Jifteen years, and it would 
be cruel to part them." 

Ready Money Legacy, 

An English stock-jobber, known fi)r his unexam- 
pled ])arsimony, although possessed of an immense 
fortune, one day met a very poor man, one ef his 
own relations. "Come hither, G^eorge," said the 
miser : " do you know 1 have just now made my 
will, and remembered you handsomely, my boy ?" 
"God bless your honour," said the grateful man, 
" yoQ will be rewarded for so charitable an action, 
for you could not have thought of a more distressed 
family." " Are you indeed so very poor, George ?" 
" Sir, my family 's starving !" said the man, almost 
crying. " Harkye, tlien, George, if you will allow 
mc a good discount, I will pay your legacy imme- 
diately." We need not add, that the terms were 
accepted of, and that they parted equally pleased 
witli the bargain they had concluded. 

Equity, 

A gentleman, resident at llarrow, made frequent 
complaints to the masters of the great school there, 
of liis garden being strip|>ed of its fruit, even before 
it became ripe — but to no purpose. Tired of apply- 

F' 1^ to the inaBtcrs for Tcdie%s,Vtfi^\«?ci^lJhi appealed 
the boys iind, sending foi aftfc\»\«&>nK«MBfc^>ofc 



r- 
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said, " Now, my good fellow, I'll make this agree- 
ment with you aiid your companions : let the fruit 
remain on the trees till it becomes ripe, and I m>om- 
ise to give you half." The boy coolly repUeo, "1 
can say nothing to the proposition, sir, myself^ biit 
will make it known to the rest of the boys, and itk- 
form you of their decision to-morrow." To-morrow 
came, and brought with it tliis reply : ** The gentle- • 
men of Harrow cannot agree to receive so unequal 

a share, since Mr- . is in individual, and we 

are many," 

Ben Barrett, 

The facetious Ben Barrett, well known to every 
body ill this country as a lover of fun and whiskeys 
while standing on the wharf in Albany, a great 
while ago, oflfcrcd to bet a dollar that he could mrow 
a man across the Hudson to Greenbush. A bystander 
accepted the bet, when Ben immediately seized and 
plunged liim into the river. Afler some little exeiv 
tion, he got ashore and demanded the stakes. — 
** Why," says Ben, " I didn't succeed the. first time, 
to be sure; but I'll, try a hundred times, if I don't 
do it without 1" 

Ne Deep PUf. 

Lurd O , saying that he made a point of never 

playing beyond the hne of his own understanding ; 
** Now, my lord," said the Countess of Buckingham* 
shire, " I see the reason yon never play deep." 

PhUaiogy, 

A genlfeipan passing the shop of Mr. Haswel, 
tea-d^der, observed, his name would be aa mtXL 
without on H « . djfl 

o ^ m 
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J(An9on and Rousaeau, 

When Dr. Johnson was told that Rousseau's Cod- 
ions would contain , every motive that had in- 
duced him to act in every situation; "Then/* re. 
plied he, " if he was an honest maUf bis book wiU 
not be worth a farthing.** 

Oood AdverttBemefa. 

Stephen Kemble happening to pass through New- 
port Market, the butchers set up their usual cry of 
" What d*ye buy ? What d*ye buy ?** Stephen par- 
ried this for some time, by saying, he did not want 
any thing. At last, a butcher started from his stall, 
and eyeing Stephen*s figure from top to bottom, 
which certainly did not indicate that be fed on air, 
exclaimed, " Well, sir, though you do not now want 
any tiling, only say you*l] buy your meat of me, and 
you will make my fortune.* 



»» 



Total Abstinence, 

Parson A. belonged to a Temperance Society, all 
total abstinence men ; one of his friends had strange 
misgivings of the mini8ter*s cold water propensities. 
"Pray, Mr. A.,*' said he, "what is meant by total 
abstinence ?** " Why,** answered the shrewd clergy- 
man, witli a sly sneer, " it means not to drink so jmsi 
as to choke yourself,^'* 

Fellow Feeling. 

Dr, A , phy»c\aLi\ ut Newca4tlei|Jpuig mim. 

moned to a vestry, m oivVei \A.xs;\itYCfigbs%^kfe.«^xftiQn 
for drunkcnnesB^ Vie dwoW. a^Vmi^ iiL^ftBfc %3&c9&< 
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misconduct, as to raise his choler, and draw from 
him this expression: — "Sir, I was in hopes you 
would have treated my failings with more gentle- 
nesSf or that you would have been the last man alivi 
to appear against me, as / have covered so triany 
blunders of yours ."' 

Striking Analogy. 

Bate Dudley had been telling a story to the Ana- 
creontic Club, which purported to be entirely new, 
and which caused a great deal of laughter. Hewar- 
dine then observed, that the anecdote related by Mr. 
Dudley put him in mind of another nearly as fiice- 
tious. He then repeated some venerable afiair, 
wUch, whatever was its point, bore no more resem- 
blance to Dudley's, than a white egg to a black hen. 
When it was concluded, Dudley turned to Hewar- 
dine with a stare of surprise, and observed, ** That 
was a very humorous circumstance; but I can't 
see how my anecdote could remind you of it!" 
" No !" said Tom. " Why, I'll tell you,— your story 
is at the top of the leaf, page 17, Miller's old edition, 
and mine follows at the bottom !" 

« 

The Fast-Day. 

A gentleman who employs a great number of 
hands in a manufactory in the west of England, in 
order to encourage his work-people in a due attend- 
ance at church, on a &st-day, told them, that if 
they went to church they would receive their wages 
for that day, in the same manner as if they had 
been at work. Upon which a deputation was ap- 
pointed toaoquaint tlieir employer, that " if he would 
pay them foot over hours ^ they would a.Ujtbw^ \&SiNfr«a 
ai the MetbiSdist^kuS^\ in the e\eD^%^<'' 
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A Friend in Need. 



A scholar declaiming in the college-liall, and hav- 
iff a bad incmoryf was at a stand, when, in a low 
oice, he desired one who stood close by him to help 

lim out *^ No," says the other, ** methinks you arc 

out enough already." 

A Serious Repartee, 

The Irish are very happy in their conversational 
tact, and the art of repartee. When an Irishman 
makes a blunder, he generany makes a good joke, 
and recompenses the error l^ the sly numoar it 
conveys. Tlicir satire, however, is superior to their 
mirtli. Frcncli may be the language of love, was 
once well obser\'ed, English of business, but Irish is 
the language of expression. There is no other Ian. 
guoge, German not excepted, that expresses so 
much meaning in a few words. Tlie Irish endea- 
vour to translate this capacity into English, and to 
supply with dramatic effect the deficiency of ezprcs- 
sion. A Oalway gentleman lately entered the cot 
fcc-liousc in London, and called for tea ; his brogue 
attracted the attention of a scented civilian in an 
opi)osite box, who, relying upon his superior accent 
(descent ?) resolved to have a jest at tlie expense of 
the stranger. The civilian called for tea too ; the 
Irishman called for muffins, so did the civilian; 
toast, milk, sugar, &.c. were severally called for by 
tlie Iritjliman, and as severally echoed by the fop, 
who cnjoyod in his corner the supposed embarrass- 
ment to which he was safajecting the Galway man. 
At iost, with the greatest composure, and if possible 
a richer brogue, Uic IfiBVim^Ti die^x^ Usa waiter to 
" bring up pistol for two.""— TVv^ Y^irtof % ««3ds^ ^mv^. 
tUent. 
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TUlaUon. 

It was well answered by ArchbiBliop Tillotflon, 
when King William III. complained of the short- 
ness of hu sermon, ^Sire,** said the archbishop, 
** could I have bestowed more time upon it^ it would 
not have been so long.** 

Sooi and Religion. 

A diffnified clergyman, going to his living to 
spend the summer, met near hu house a comical 
old chimney-sweeper, with whom he use<f to chat. 
*• So, John,'* said the doctor, " whence come you ?** 
'^From your house, sir, where, this mommg, I 
swept all your chimneys.** "How many were 
there?** said the doctor. "No less than twenty,** 
quoth John. " Well, and how much a chimney have 
you ?** " Only a shilling apiece, sir.*' " Why then,** 
quoth the doctor, " you have earned a great deal of 
money in a little time.** "Yes, yes,** says John, 
throwing his bag over his shoulder, " we Uack-eoata 
get our money easy enough.** 

* 

Anecdote of George II, 

When Lord Chesterfield was in administration, 
he proposed a person to George II. as proper to fill 
a place of great trust, but which the king himflelf 
was determined should be filled by another. Tiw 
council, however, resdved not to induJ^e the king, 
for fear of a dangerow precedent It wu Lord 
Chesterfield's business to present the grant at the 
office for the king*s signature. Not to inOBMB his 
majesty, by asking him abrui^'CL^^ Vifc^-wfiiEL^ 
of great humility, begged \«VTiQWN<n&L^^:«*^ 
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his majesty would be pleased to have the blanks 
fiDed up ? •* With the devil^s !" replied the king, in 
a paroxysm of rage. ^ And shall the instnunent," 
said the earl, coolly, " run as usual, ' Our trusty 
well-beloved cousin and counsellor ?* " — a repartee at 
which the king laughed heartily, and with great 
good humour signed the grant. 

Wit in a HobnaiL 

A proud parson and his man, riding over a com 
mon, saw a shepherd tending his flock in a new 
coat "Hie parson asked, in a haughty tone, who 
gave him that coat? **'liio same people," said the 
shepherd, " that clothe you, — ^the parish." The par- 
son, nettled a little, rode on murmuring a consider- 
able way, and sent his man back to ask the shep- 
herd, if he would come and live with him ? for be 
wanted a fool. The man went to the shepherd ac- 
cordingly, and delivered his master's message, con- 
cluding, that his master really wanted a fool. " Are 
you going away then ?" said the shepherd. " No," 
answered the other. **Then you may tell your 
master," replied the shepherd, " his living won't 
maintain three of us." 

Captain Pierce. 

Capt. Pierce, lately arrived at New- York, after 
bringing his vessel to an anchor, is said to have or- 
dered an Irishman to throw over the buoy. The 
captain then went below, but conning on deck soon 
afler asked the other if he had thrown over the 
buoy : he replied, **• I could not catch the 6oy, so I 
tbrowed over the old cook T^ 



I ^ 
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The Benevolent Widow. 



There was a very benevolent widow living in 
Plymouth, in respectable circumstances, who fre- 
quently went to the tlieatre, and was kind enoug'h 
to inquire into the private situations of various 
members of the company. Among others, she asked 
about Prigmore, and was told that he had but a 
small salary, and made a very poor appearance. 
Hearing tliis, she remembered tJiat she had a pair 
of her late husband*s indispensables in the house, 
which she resolved to offer him. A servant was, 
accordingly, dispatched to the object of her charity, 
who, meeting one of the actors, and partly disclosing 
her business, he went in search qf Prigmore, and 
finding him, oxclaimcd, ** Prigmore, my boy, here's 
your fortune made at last; here's a rich widow in 
the town has fallen in love with yon, and wants to 
see you." Prigmore, not suspecting his roguery, 
was led to the servant, in a state of ix}wildercd rap- 
ture, and by the latter was informed that the widow 
would be glad to see him any morning it was con- 
venient Ho appointed the following, and went 
home to his lodgings to indulge in a day-dream of 
golden independence. His ^iend, in the meaa 
time, whispered the truth through the ereen-room, 
where there were two or three others wicked enough 
to join in tlie conspiracy, by walking to Pri^more's 
house to tender their congratulations. Prigmore, 
as will be supposed, passed a sleepless night, and 
spent an extra hour at liis toilet the next mcM'ning, 
in adorning himself with a clean chin and neck, 
cloth. He then sallied fortli, and, on reaching tlio 
widow's, was shown into her parlour, wherc^ casting 
his eyes anund on the 8ubBtQj\\\Q\ ^xsSSvsivetv^l ^'^ '^^»' 
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famiturc, he began to felicitate himself on the as- 
pect of his future home. Tho ladj at length appear- 
ed : she was upon the verge of fiurty, — a very fash- 
ionable age at that time, which, resting upon the 
Ishouldcrs of a very comely looking woman, acemcd 
to be in character willi her very ccmifbrtable dwell' 
ing. Prigmorc's satisfaction and her benevolence 
o{M?ratcd cr|ually in producing some confusion : ut 
length a conversation commenced. She acquainted 
him that she had heard his situation was not so 
agreeable as he could wish, — that his income was a 
confined one ; ^e was, therefore, desirous to do him 
all the service that lay in her power. Prigmorc, 
considering this an exprqss declaration of her affec- 
tion, was about to throw himself at her feet, when 
she suddenly summoned tlic servant, and exclaimed, 
" Rachel, bring tlie breeches !" ITicse words as- 
tounded him, and he stored in her face Jike a block 
of marble ; the widow, as suspicionless as himself 
of the hoax, could not interpret his wonder ; bnt, on 
receiving the habiliments, folded them carefully up, 
and remarking that tliey were as good as new, (her 
husband having caught his fatal cold in tliem the 
first time he put them on,) begged Prigmore's ac- 
ceptance of the same. " And was it for this you 
wanted me, madam ?" -exclaimed Prigmore, rising 
from his chair ; his tone and countenance bespeak- 
ing a mixture of surprise and disappointment 
** Yes, sir." He put on his hat, and walked to the 
door in silent indignation. The good woman, as 
much astonished as himself, followed him and said, 
" Won*t you take the breeches, sir ?" " No, madam,** 
he replied, pausiag at the door to make some bitter 
remark; "wear ihcm "jova^ftlCl** For tho re- 
mainder of the Bcafion, \\\a \\Se \<!\xa ^ ^ciC9i\i5SBi^ 
enviable. 
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Coats and Arms, 

A gentleman having colled a ticket porter to 
carry a message, asked his name ; he said it was 
Russel. " And pray," said the gentleman, jocularly, 
'■'■ is your coat of arms the same as the Duke of Bed- 
ford's ?" " As to our armSf your honour," says the 
}>ortor, " I believe they are much alike ; but there is 
a great ditiferenee between our coats.^ 



11 



Elwes^ the Miser, 

The eldest son of Elwes, the celebrated miser, 
liaving fallen down with a ladder, when pulling 
some grapes, had the precaution to go into the 
village to the barber, and get blooded. On his return, 
he was asked where he had been, and what was the 
matter with his arm ? He told his father what had 
hup}>cncd, and that he had got bled. " Bled !" said 
the old gentleman ; " but what did you give ?" " A 
shilling," answered tiie boy. " Paha !" returned the 
father, " you are a blockhead ; never part with your 
blood:' 

Elwes had two conntry-scats, the one in Suffolk, 
and the other in Berkshire : of these ho gave the 
preference to tlie former, because his journey from 
town tliither cost him only two-i>ence-hair|)enny ; 
that into Berkshire amounted to fburpence. At thi0 
time he was wortli eight hundred thousand pooDds. 

Cause and Effect, 

Two gentlemen happening to meet, the one ob- 
served, " So our friend , the attorney, is deod." 

" Yes, and I hear he left \ct^ fc\« ege^AA^ *'V^- 
coaJd not be otherwise : \\c VmiA. nci-^ ^<i>N tauw-*- 
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A Bore. 

A celebrated wit used to say of a veij g6od- 
natared dull fellow, *** THs a thousand pUieg tie feL 
low is not ilLnatured! that one might tnek him out 
of company" 

Not a Bad Hit 

A gentleman expatiated on the justice and pro- 
priety of a.n hereditary nobility. " Is it not right," 
said he, "iii order to hand <j^wn to posterity the 
virtues of those men who have been eminent fyr 
their services to the country, that their posterity 
should enjoy the honours conferred on them as a 
reward for such services?" "By the same rule," 
said a lady, " if a man is hanged for his niisdeedis 
all his posterity should be hanged too" 

Cutting Both Ways. 

Sarah, Duchess of Marlborougli, once pressing 
the duke to take a medicine, with her usual warmth 
said, " I'll be hanged if it do not prove serviceable." 
Dr. Garth, who was j)rcsent, exclaimed, " Do take it, 
then, my lord duke, ibr it must be of service the one 
way or the other." 

Ir^del Wit repelled. 

A gay young spark of deistical turn, travelling 
in a stage coach, forced his sentiments upon the 
company by attempting to ridicule the Scripture, 
and, amonjr other topics, made himself merry with 
the story ot* David uv\ iVoVwjJtv', ^Vtwv^y urging tfie 
impossibility of a you\\\ V\Vc \>^V\^\«!Wk^«afc>i^ 
throw a stone with ru^cwuV fo^Wi Na «a^\V>«&a^ 
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Ifianfs fi)Fehead. On this he appealed to the com- 
pany, and particularly to a g^rave old gentleman, of 
the denomination called Quakers, who sat silent in^^ 
one comer of the carriage : **' Indeed, fHend," replied 
he, ** I do not think it at all improbable, if the Pfelis- 
tineas head was as soft as thine." 

A Disconsolate House. 

A man being asked by his neighbour, how his 
wife did ? made this answer : " Indeed, neighbour, 
the case is pitiful : my wife fears she shall ate, and 
I fear she will not die, which makes a most discon- 
solate house" 

New Oppositionist. 

A dog having one day got into the House of 
Commons, by his barking interrupted Lord North, 
who happened to be opening one of his budgets. 
His lordship pleasantly inquired by what new oppo- 
sitionist he was attacked ? A wag replied, ** It was 
a member for ^arAr-shire." 

Fox and Sheridan. 

Sheridan was down at Brighton one summer, 
when Fox, the manager, desiitma ,of showing him 
some civility, took him all over the theatre, and ex- 
hibited its beauties. ** There, Mr. Sheridan," said 
Fox, who combined twenty occupations, without 
being clever in one, " I built and painted all these 
boxes, and I painted all these scenes." " Did you," 
said Sheridan, surveying them rapidly; **well, I 
should not, I am sure, have known you were a Fox 
by joor birusk." 
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Nerves. 

A Dowager Dachess of Bedford, in her eighty, 
fifth year, was living at Baxton, at a time when it 
was' the medical farce of the day for the facolty to 
resolve every complaint of whim and caprice into *a 
shock of the nervous system.* Her grace, after in- 
quiring of many of her friends in me room, what 
brought them there ? and being generally answered 
*for a nervous complaint,* was asked in her turn, 
what brought her to Buxton? **I come only for 
pleasure," uiswered tiie hale old lady, ^ for, thank 
God, I was bom before nerves came mto fashicm." 

Ijogical Illustration. ^ 

A layman in Providence, who occasionally ex- 
horted at evening meetings, thus expressed his 
belief in the existence of a Deity. ** Brethren, — ^I 
am just as confident that there is a Supreme Being, 
as I am that there is flour in Alexandria ; and that 
I know for certain, as I yesterday received from 
there a lot of three hundred barrels, fresh, superfine, 
which I will sell as low as any person in town.** 

Stihstance and Shadow, 

. A fellow went tQ.the parish priest, and told him, 
wit^ a long face, f^ldue had seen a ghost. "^ When 
and "where ?** said wT pastor. '* Last night,** readied 
the man, *^I was passing by the church, and up 
against the wall of it did I behold the spectre.** ** In 
what shape did it appear ?** inquired the priest ** It 
appeared in the shape of a great ass.** **Go faome^ 
and hold your ton^e about it,** rejoined the pastoTt 
"you are a very tkaid iv\^ti^ i^xw^ W^^Xmmol 
cncd by your owu •hadow,^"' 
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Professional Enthvsiasm. 

Brindley, aa engineer, carried his attachment to ' 
artificial navigations so far, that, when examined 
before the House of Commons, he spoke of rivers 
with most sovereign contempt. One of the mem- 
bers asked him for what pwposc he apprehended 
rivers to have been created ? To this, after a mo- 
ment's pause, he replietl, ** To feed navigable canals.*' 

Sycophancy Caricatured, 

At a time when Queen Elizabeth was making one 
of her progresses through the kingdom, a mayor of 
Coventry, attended by a large cavalcade, went out 
to meet her majesty, and usher her into the city 
with due formality. On their return, the weather 
being very hot, as they passed through a wide brook, 
Mr. Mayor's horse several times attempted to drink, 
and each time his worship checked him, which her 
majesty observing, called out to him, ** Mr. Mayor ! 
Mr. Mayor ! let your horse drink, Mr. Mayor ;" but 
the magistrate, veiling his bonnet, and bowing very 
low, modestly answered, " Nay, nay, may it please 
yoiir majesty's horse to drink first." 

Whafs a' the Hurry 

My exceUent friend, sayi i;]iving writer, now 
known as the Ettrick ShepHerd, was, fifteen or 
twenty years ago, a member of the Forum, then a 
popular debating society. He had taken it into his 
head that he was an orator, and, in order to give 
l^reater effect to his speech, he had planted himself 
m a conspicuous and commanding situation in the 
gallery. The church (in Carrubbet'a cksft^ ^"^^ 
crowded to excess. The pTeiS^QiexiX. Vai^ '^-twyssR^i 
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and 1 had opened the question ; it was, as I well re- 
member, upon the comparative happiness of the 
masried and the single state. Hogg was then un- 
married, and a staunch antagonist I had espoused 
the side of matrimony, and found that the cause I 
advocated was not unpopular. Hogg rose in reply. 
For a space, his appearance, tliough somewhat Doric 
and uncouth, was rather imposing, and he dwelt 
amongst "squalling weans, -and scolding Kates" 
with all the address of the gudeman of Auchter- 
muchty. I began, in fact, to fear that the audience 
was disposed to go along with him, wlien, all at once, 
he paused, and, after some instants of breathless 
suspense, pulled from his pockets the contents of his 
seemingly extempore adch'ess. A gentleman, who 
occupied a situation in the body of the church, bav- 
in)^ observed the pause, without seeing the occasion 
of it, and imagining that the speaker had stopped 
as a mill pauscsj for want of an encouraging moving 
force, exclaimed, in a tone and manner ludicrously 
resembling those of an orator, ** Gro on, honest man!" 
Hogg coolly snuffed the candle which was attached 
to the adjoining pillar, and, opening out his papers 
slowly and deliberately, said, with the utnM>st com- 
posure, " What's a' the hurry ?" When I see the 
world a-gog, and a-drive, and a-push, and a-struggle, 
in every direction into which perverted genius has 
sent it a wool-gatheHng, I am ever and anon dis- 
posed to exclaim, with my old^ friend Hogg, ** What's 
a' the hurry ?" 

A New Translation, 

A country 'squire nsked his son, who had be^i at 
a Latin school, what was the meaning of the wordf 
vemim secuniu% ? '* VJ\\^ , ^^l^Jcvct;"* ^^ Vsa^ « that 
is a man who wat i\c\w «fec«fw^ \» ^kxcj tsoih'^^v 
duel." « 
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A Traveller's BuU. 

A modem traveller, in a late pablication, states, 
that the toomen of Sanda, near Fez, are the best 
horsemen in the world. 

The Blind and the Blind, 

A gentleman disputing about religion in Button's 
colFec-bouse, some of the company said,** You talk 
of religion — ^1*11 hold you five guineas you can't re- 
peat the Lord's prayer: Sir Richard Steele here 
shall hold the stakes." The money being deposited, 
the gentleman began, ** I believe in Gtkl," and so 
went through his creed. " Well !" said the other, " I 
own I have lost it ; but did not think you could have 
done it" 

Sympathy. 

The late Duke of Graflon, when hunting, was 
thrown into a ditch : the next moment a young cu- 
rate calling out, ** Lie still, your grace !" leapt over 
him, and pursued his sport. Such an apparent want 
of feeling, we mi?ht presume, was properly resented 
— not so. On bemg assisted to remount, the duke 
said, ^ That young man shall have the first good 
living that fails to my disposal; had he stopped to 
have taken care of me, I never would have patronized 
him :" being delighted with an ardour similar to his 
own, or with a spirit that would not stoop to flatter." 

A Circuitous lie, 

A ^oemaker, who did not choose to tell absolute 
falsehoods, contrived as well as he cooSkA. V^ ^-vbi^ 
Much as bis profession occaiBiou^'^ GQicci^{RX^s^^:i^s&^'^ 
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tal musiciaii. Hamlet asks him, '*Will y 
upon this pipe ?" ** My lord, I cannot" •• 
seech you." ** Well, if yonr lordship insis 
I shall do as weU as I can ;** and to tbo o 
of Hamlet, and the great amusement of t 
ence, he played CUid save the king. 

The Miser. 

An old miser, who had a footman that hai 
appetite, and ate fast, but was slow when si 
message, used to wish that bis servant w< 
with his feet, and walk with his teeth. 

Editorial Dilemma, 

During the dead season, the editor of a 
pjiper being much distressed for matter, ra 
every hole and corner for intelligence, an 
having, as he thought, completed his task, si 
to dinner with what appetite he might In 1 
die of it he was interrupted by the entranc 
familiar, alias *■ the devil,* demanding ** more 
" D — n the fellow ! more copy ?" said he. 
have you put in the story of the tremendous 
room found in Mr. Jones*s field ?" " Yes, sir.' 
the account of the prodigious crop of appl 
ered from Mr. Timms's tree ?" *» Yes, sir." 
about Mr. Thompson's kitten being suckl< 
hedgelMg." « Yes, sir."->* And Mr. Smith'i 
ful accident with his one-horse chaise as h( 
down Holbom Hill ?"—« Yes, sir."— **Ab< 
men who stole the com out of the stacks 
farm-yard?" "Yes, sir, it is all up, but i 
still a line and a half wanting." " Then ad( 
he, witli the utmost dignity, ** that they most 
ci-ousJy took and threthtd it out onl>LA ^m 
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on his return fixim Jamaica some years afterwards, 
he repaired to the club, and taking possession of 
his old seat by the fireside, he resumed his tale : 
** Grentlemen, as I was saying" 

Q^ackery, 

** Ma*am,*' said a quack of Long Island to a ner- 
vous old lady, ** your case is a scrutunuturury com- 
plaint" *» Pray, Doctor, what is that ?" « It is the 
dropping of the nerves, ma'am, the nerves having 
fallen in the pizarintum, the chist becomes morbcr- 
ous, and the head goes tisarizen, tisarizen !" — ^* Ah ! 
Doctor," exclaimed the old lady, "you have de- 
scribed my feelings exactly," 

General Wolfe* 

Greneral Wolfe, happening to overhear a young 
officer talk of him in a very ^miliar manner, as^ 
** Wolfe and I drank a bottle of wine together," and 
so on, appeared, and said, ^ I think you might say 
General Wolfe." ** No," replied the subaltern, with 
a happy presence of mind, ** did you ever hear of 
Grenerd Achilles, or General' Julius Ciesar ?" 

Amendmera Amended, 

A member of parliament making a motion to 
bring in a bill fof repairing a very bad road, in a 
particular county, another member stood up and 
said, " It would be more economical to pass an act 
fi)r making it navigable." 

jReoZ Danger. 

A physician being sent for by a maker of univer- 
sal specifics, grand sulutariunis, &c. •^Mrossed his 
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Burpriae at being called in on an occasioif apparently 
trifling. **Not so trifling neither," rejidied the 
qtiack ; ** for, to tell you the truth, I have, by a mis- 
take, takes some of my own pUb.** 



Profesnonal BUndme99, 

Sir Joshua Reynolds studied originally under 
Hudson, an English portrait-painter, who bestowed 
very liberally on his customers fair tie-wigs, Uue 
velvet coats, and white satin waistcoats, ae after- 
wards went to Italy, where he studied three years. 
On his return, he hired a large house in Newport 
Street, and the first specimen he gave of his abilities, 
was a boy*s head in a turban, richly painted in the 
style of Rembrandt, which so attracted Hudson's 
attention, that he called every day to see it in its 
progress ; and perceiving, at last, no trace of his own 
manner left, exclaimed, "Really, Reync^ds, you 
don't paint so well as when you left England.' 



It 



Speaking Oysters, 

An honest Jonathan, from Berkshire, on his visit 
to the metropolis, was awakened one night, by hear- 
ing the cry of " Oyst' buy any oysters !" in the 
mellifluous tones of a vendor. of these luscious 
shell-fish, who was passing under the windows of 
the hotel. 

A noise so new to his ear, startled him, and- he 
aroused his room-mate to inquire what it meant 
" They are only oysters," replied IfiB fellow-kidger, 
pettislily. — "Oysters!" exclaimed Jonathan in as- 
tonishment, " and do oysters hoUur as feud as that ?** 
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Counsellor Dunning, 

Counsellor Dunning' was cross-examining an old 
woman, who was an evidence in a case of assault, 
respecting tbe identity of the defendant ** Was he 
a tall man ?" says he. ** Not very tall ; much about 
tlic size of your honour." ** Was he well-looked V* 
" Not very ; much like yoor honour." " Did he 
squint ?" " A Utile ; but not so much as your honour.' 



II 



George L 

King George I. was remarkably fond of seeing 
the play of Henry VIII^ which had something in 
it that peculiarly hit the taste of that monarch. One 
night being very attentive to that part of the play 
where the king commands Wdsey to write circular 
letters of indemnity into every part of the country, 
where the payment of certain taxes had been dis- 
puted, and remarking the manner in which the 
minister artfully communicated these commands to 
}iis secretary Cromwell, whispering thus : — 

'Let there be letters writ to every shire 

Of the king's grace and pardon : the grieved Commons 

Hardly conceive of me. Let it be noised. 

That through our intercession this revokement 

And pardon comes — * 

The king could not help smiling at the craft of the 
minister, in filching from his master the merit of 
the good action, though he himself had been the 
author of the evil complained of; and, turning to 
the Prince of Wales, (aflerwards George II.) he said, 
** You see, Greorgc, a minister will be a minister in 
every age and in every reign." 
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Richard Cromwell. 

When, in 1650, Richard Cromwell succeeded his 
father Oligrer, in the protectordiip, he received ad- 
dreawf ttom all parties in the kingdom, filled with 
the most extravagant jiiinllwiiinnn of standing by him 
w^ their lives and tj^bnes, at the very moment 
that they were jritfnK'bis destruction. Riohard 
was not quite so b&B-lb an4hia as the world im- 
agined ; for after seven months' mock government^ 
as he was giving orders for the removal of his own 
furniture mmi Whitehall, he observed with what 
little ceremony they treated an old trunk, and beg- 
ged of them to move it more corefblhr, ** Because," 
added he, ** it contfuns the lives and forttmes of iH 
the good people of England." 

Dr, SmiL 

Dr. South begins a sermon oo this text, *The 
wafires of sin it death,* as follows : — ** Poor wages 
indeed, that a mtb oan*t live by.*' 

Severe Retort, 

Soon after Lord Sidney's elevation to the peerage, 
he happened to observe in company, that authors 
were often very ridiculous in the titles they gave. 
** That," said a gentleman present, ** is an error, from 
which even kings appear not to be exempt'* 

AlVs WeU, 

The Captain of a privateer writing to his owners 
an accoimt of an engagement, felicitated them on 
the ^eficral safety of ma cievj,\v«Nm^V»jioQly one 
of bia hands shot ibrougVi Vke TW»e» 
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Eccentric Recommendation. 

Swift irnce ^ve a gentleman of very good char- 
acter and fortune, a fetter of reoomineiidatiDn to 
Pope, couched in the following terms :-»^ Dear 
Pope, though the little fellow Ibat brings this, be a 
justice- of peace, and a iiinin|8nr nf our Iridi hoim 
of commons, yet he may Qclw dkigetiicr nnworth/ 
of your afequointance." 

Jh&dof, 

A gentlen^^m, seeing the town-crier of Bristol one 
market-day standing uncmptoyed, asked him the 
reason. ** O/' replied he^ ** I can*t cry to-day, my 
wife b dead.** 

Blood af CromwelL 

A grand-daughter of Oliver Cromwell, who was 
remarkable for her vivacity aad faamour, being in 
company at Tunbridge WeUs, a gentfeman, who hod 
taken great offence at some aarcastie remarks she 
had made, rudely said, to insult her, ** I think, mad- 
am, you would hardly give yourself so many airs, 
had you recollected that your grandfather was 
hanged." To which she immediately refdied, ** Yesi, 
sir ; but please to recollect, he was not hanged till 
after he was dead.*' 

Charles JL and Roeketter. 

King Charles II. being at bowls, and having laid 
a bowl very near the jack, cried out, " My soul to a 
horsc-hair, nobody beats that" ** Lay odds,** sa3r8 
Rochester, »* and I'll take you.** 



S 
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Dreadful GhoHt Story. 
■I Communicated to thii Editor of the U. S. GoSBtte. 

Mr. CSiandler — Little did I think when I last ad- 
dressed you, that it would so soon be my painfbl 
duty to acquaint you with one of the most shockiDg 
occurrences ever recorded in the history of events. 
My flesh yet creeps, and the blood yet curdles at 
my heart, as I recall tlic terrible scene. As I was 
sitting*, lust evening, in social conversation with a 
circle of friends, one of the family, who hod been 
absent an hour or more, came in, and after joining 
in the most rational and cheerful manner in our 
chat for a short time, he arose, and pleading fatigue, 
bade us j^ood night.— Scarcely an instant had elaps^ 
ed, before we heard a noise like the trampling of 
ten horsemen on the stairs, — the door burst open, 
and our terrined friend. Col. 6. rushed into the 
room. The candle fell from the candlestick, which 
remained firm in his grasp— his hair stood wildly 
out — his eyes distended to a hideous size, and his 
pallid lips quivered with excessive emoticm. We all 
started to our feet, and when we could command 
utterance, asked with one voice the cause of his in- 
tense a^ritation ; the cold sweat ran in torrents down 
his forehead and cheeks, and his contracted mouth 
seemed scarcely able to move the rigid muscles aa 
he asked — "Who is in my bed?" "In your bed!" 
excluiincd my respected aunt with a look of dignity, 
— ** no one — have not you been too high up and got 
into the servants' room?" "No no!" with em- 
pliasis, " there is a man in my bed." " Oh !" said 
I, " it is some drunken fellow who has got in by 
niistaki/' « Why, Col." said S, B. " you look awfully 
fri^J;fcned" — "If you had seen what I did, you 
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wonld have been frightened too" — was the answer, 
in a deep sepuVchral tone broken* with agony. 
** Good Heavens !" said Dr. M. " what does it look 
like ?" " It is a most Aor-ri-ble si^rht !" said Col. G. 
with each syllable frightfully distinct. He then 
proceeded with something more of calnmess, ** It is 
a tremendous man, with the countenance of a 
^end — ^livid compleidon like death — hollow cheeks 
and glaring fiery eyes — I spoke ; but he made no 
answer, only opening kU eyes wider and toider, and 
fixing them on mine, while sparks seemed to issue 
from their brightness." We all shuddered at the 
horrible picture, and after some hurried exclama- 
tions of suspense and horror, we agreed to divide 
forces. My aunt and I were to stay in the parlour, 
to protect the lower story — a lady guest of strong 
nerves, was to remain with two sleeping children, 
and their mother, on the second floor — and the 
three gentlemen were to proceed to the scene of 
action, to rout the terrible intruder. But a sound 
as of an army with banners, came down the stair- 
way ; and, tumbling head over heels, the champions 
reappeared in a miraculously short time — ^rcportinff 
the appearance of the intruder with tenfold addi- 
tional horrors. " He has black mustachios — he has 
crawled up there and is dying — ^he has not got any 
legs !" exclaimed S. B. " Let us call the watch," 
said Col. G. — But as he spoke, in came a fourth, 
one of tlie efficient members of the family— -to" 
whom, in few words, the facts were related. They 
then concluded, afler much debate, that haying now 
four able-bodied men, and three fearless women, 
they would not call the guardian of the night, until 
it should appear necessary. Thus reinferced, they 
again mounted, in close file, and marched a sccascA 
lime to the door of the haunted tootci, K^»t «ws«k 
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dispute about the etiquette of precedence, it wis 
allowed, that as the affair was entirely CoL G.^t, 
commoD politeness gave him the poet c^ haoour — 
in the van — and he entered, holcQng the light in 
one hand, and the door in the other, and in a voice 
of admirable firmness and dignity, said **HaBa, 
friend P* Thus encouraged, J. F. W. exclaimed, 
** Get out of that !" ** You have got to f^ down taster 
than you came up,** added S. Bd — Still the fearfhl 
visage s^lared fearAiUy on them, but was ^Unt. At 
last, with one almost superhuman effort, J. F. W. 
(after seeing that the path to the stairs was unob- 
structed) wound himself up to a suhUme pitch of 
courage — Cleaned forward and turned dovm the bed- 
dtikes! Awfhl moment ! the giant head, with slow 
and gradual motion, roUed to the edge of^ the bed — 
balanced — and feU ! / / — It was a wooden head €f 
Esculapius ! ! ! C. A. S. 

P. S. The parties are all as well as could be ex- 
pected ; it is hoped that the health, and even the 
shattered intellects of our friend Col. 6. may with 
good care be restored — and he may yet live to be a 
blessing to a large circle of friends, which he 
adorns : and to defend the liberties of his country 
with his valiant arm, whenever she shall need that 
defence. 

Dunmir^ Extreutrdinary, 

A tradesman pressing a gentleman very much 
for payment of his bill, the latter said, ** You need 
not be in so great a hurry, I am not goin^ to run 
away." " I do not imagine you are, sir," returned 
the tradesman, " but I am." 
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Jame» II. and WalUr. 
King Jomea II. hsring a wiah to coDTcraa with 
Waller, the poet, sent for hira one afternoon, and 
took him into his closet, where wa« a reiT fine pi<^ 
tura of the PrinceiB of Orange. The king aaked 
him hia opinion of Uie pictare, on which Waller 
raid, be -thought it eitieroely like the greatest 
woman that erar lived in the world. " 'Whora do 
jon call BO 7" eaid the king. _» (Joeen Eliiabetb," 
replied the other. " I wonder, Mr. Waller," said , 
the king, " that jou should think so ; foT she owed 
all her greatnen to her eonncil, and that indeed, it 
iDUat bo adoiitted waa a wiao one." " And fny, 
air," Bald Waller, " did your majea^ «ver know ■ 
find chooee a wise counolr 

Dr. Jthnnm. 
Wbcn Dr. Jobnaon visited ths University of St 
Andrew's, he took occasioa to inquire of me of dw 
professoca into the stole of tlieir funds, and beui|[ 
toM that tbej were not so affluent at many of their 
neighboura, " No maUer," aaid the docloi diily ; 
persevere in the plan jou have tbmied, and jou will 
get rich by degTte$," 

March of Felitenat. 
ComplBbaace is no longer confined to the polila 
circles. A captain of a vessel waa liktelj called out 
of a coffee-bouse at Wapping by a waterman, with 
the following addreis; "AnH ptease jour honoUT, 
the tide is waiting fiic you." 
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<* Let there be light,** was commanded before we 
were ushered into this breathing world, and light 
there was. So it was at a certain ball given lately 
by ' gas light,' at a certain fashionable hoteL ** Miss 

• ,** said a gentleman, ** allow me. to introdiioe 

to your acquaintance, Mr. ;" but sudden dark- 
ness came over the hall. The music stopped — all 
but one solitaiy fiddler, who, by the particular re- 
quest of a fair lady, struck up, ** Where is my lover, 
or where has he gone ?" No one dared to move. The 
manager bid some one strike upon the bell ; but who 
could tell where the bell was to be found 7 Silence 
was commanded, and the master of the dance ex. 
claimed in a stentorian voice, ** Give me but ^V^ 
and Ajax asks no more.*' It had the desired effect 
— Ajax had light, and the ball went on. 

* 

Hackney Coachman. 

A hackney coachman, after putting up his horses 
in the evening, took out the money he had received 
during the day, in order to make a division between 
his master and himself. ** There^** said he, ** is one 
shilling for master, and one for me ;** and set (ri al- 
ternately till an odd shilling remained. Here he 
hesitated between conscience and self-interest, when 
the master, who hajnpened to be a concealed specta- 
tor, said, "^ I think, Thomas, you may allaimie the 
odd shilling, as I keep the horses.** 

No Reason to Remote. 

A gentleman dined one day with a dull preacha*. 

Dinner was scarcely over, before the gentleman lUl 

aajeepf but was aYrakened by the divine, and invited 



hi go and heoT hhn prevJi. " 1 beseech yui, air," 
■aid he, "loeicujn nw; lean sleep ter]r well where 

£z<:Iuni» Plumber. 

Holxafd, king's plumber, stood in the pit of the 

thoitre at the time thnl Hatfield fired >t King George 

III., and it was reported, that bj his lifting op the 

assassin's arm at the moawnt he was ming, the 
pistol was raised, so that the ball went higher thui 
the boi his majesty was sealed in. Some one ob- 
served, that ** This was a very loyal thing in the 
plumber." " Why, yes," replied a gentleman pre- 
seot, " it looks like it ; but the motive might possibly 
be selfish ; it perhaps aiaaa fi'om Holroyd not choos- 
ing that an; one abould serve the king with lead 
except himself" 

Cltarttt IJ. 

As James II., when duke of Yolk, retomed ooe 

morning from iiunting, he Gxind his brother Chaitea 

'n Hyde Park without any attendants, at what was 

'a perilous time' The dake expressed his 



le at his roajeaty'a ventmin^ a! 
lace, at so dangeronB a period. 



, , angerona a period. " James," re- 

plied the monarch, " take care of joorseUI and I am 
SB& No man in En^and will kill me to make you 



Ptalttu. 

In olden times, when it was a cuatom in many 
parUof New-England to sing the psalms and hymns 
by ' deaconing' ihem, as it waa called, that was, by 
the deacon's reading each line previaua to il> being 
sung ; one of these uiurch dignaarie* rose and afler . 
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looking at his book some time, and making several 
attempts to spell the words, apologized for the diffi- 
culty he experienced in reading, by observing, 
" My eyes indeed are very blind/* 
The choir, who had been impatiently waiting for 
a whole line, thinking this to be the first of a com- 
mon metre hymn, immediately sang it The good 
deacon exclaimed^ with emphasis, 

"I cannot see at all." 
This, of course, they also sung, when the astonished 
pillar of the church cried out, 

" I really b'lieve you are bewitched !" 
Response by the choir, ** I really b*lieve you are be- 
witched." — Deacon : 

" The deuce is in yoa all !" 

The choir finished the verse by echoing the last line, 
and the deacon sat down in despair. 

Foote. 

Foote, having been invited to dine with the duke 
of Leinster, at Dublin, gave the following account 
of his entertainment : — ** As to the splendour, as far 
as it went, I admit it, there was a very fine side- 
board of pJate ; and if a man could have swallowed 
a silversmith's shop, there was enough to satisfy 
him ; but as to all the rest, his mutton was white, 
his veal was red, the fish was kept too long, the veni- 
son not kept long enough : to sum up all, every 
thing was cold, except his ice; every thing sour 
except his vinegar." 

Reformation. 

^ A gentleman, ranarking that thu age was infi- 
nitely more dissipated and licentious than that 
H^hich preceded it, an cAd o^cici \fy^>3a;faeL himself 




the task of defending it. " Sir," nn be, " J gnnt, 
we gel drunk as completely as oat fiitben ; bm this 
I will say, that I have not seen a wig hiizat these 
forty years." 

Imitiblt and IneomprekaiMU. 
A preacher, whose senrnvs were beynnd hnman 
nuderstanding, ma wont oo Satarday to keep lui- 
Hcea by any one, in order to compose sublime dis- 
CDuraes fhrnert day; on whicb a wit observed, that 
the doctor was invisible on Baturday in order that 
he might be iocompreheDsible on Sunday. 

Enkine and JdcyU. 

Mr. ElrakiDe one morning complained to Mr. 

Jekyll of a pain in bis l>owelfl. " 1 could rccom- 

ofiaidyou will not gnd it easy to get at it." "What 
is it?" eagerly rcjcnned Mi. Eiskine. "Get made 
attorney-general, and then you will have no bowels 
at aU." 

IrUh CireumipcaHon. 
Observing one day an tmusual connnotion in the 
streets of Deiry, I inquired i^ a bystaikder the Tea- 
son ; and he, with a melMaDiis brogiw,^iMdied in 
the tbllowing metaphorical manner: — ""nieraapn, 
Kir 7 why you sec that jusiice and little Laiiy Ollime, 
the carpenter, have been puldog up a [Mnre frame, 
at the end of the atrate yonder, and they are going 
to hang one of Adam's copies i>Wt."— " Wbat'a 
that7""Why,poorMurdocl<^B^» "01i,thcrc'» 
a man lo be hung ?— Do thflf^^W^* EallowB ibr 
any other purpose? Whit » liii offiucol" — ^^„ 
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offence, your honour, it was only a liberty be took." 
•• Well, what was the liberty ?" ** Why you see, sir, 
poor Murdock was in delicate health, and bis physi- 
cian advised that he should take exercise on horse- 
back ! and so, havingr no horse of his own, be bor- 
rowed one from Squire Doyle^s paddock ! and no 
sooner was he on its shoulders, than the Devil put 
it into the creacber^s head to go over to Kellogreen 
cattle fair, where he had a good many acquaintances, 
and when he got there Murdock spied a friend at 
the door of a shebeen house, and Icfl the animal 
grazing outside, whilst he went in to have a thimbleful 
of whiskey ; and then you see they got frisky, and 
had another, and another, till poor Murdock went to 
sleep on the binch ; and when he woke up, he found 
the creacher gone, and his pocket stuffed full with a 
big lump of money." ** In short," said I, •• you mean 
to say he has been horse-stealing ?" — ^" Why, sir," 
he replied, stammering and scratching his head, 
" they call it so in England." 

Good Reason, 

A certain secretary of state, being asked by an 
intimate friend, why he did not promote merit, aptly 
replied, " Because merit did not promote me." 

Johnson and Boswell, 

Dr. Johnson and Boswell, being at Bristol, were 
by no means pleased with their inn. " Let us now 
see," said Boswell, " how we should describe it" 
Johnson was ready with his raillery. ***De8cribe it, 
sir ! why, it was so bftd — so very bad, that Boswell 
E. wished to be in Scotland." 
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torn, a. posBenger appeared quite oi 

captain asked him tiaw he could be bo mucb at hja 

ease in this awful Biluation. " Sir," bo^b the pBi> 

sengcr, "my lift's insured." 

BmimU and Jahnmn. 
Rmwell observing to Johnaoa that tEiere was no 
idBtance of a beggaf dying lor want in the streets 
of Scotland, " I believe, eir, you ore very right," 
says JohnBim ; " but (his does not arise froni the 
>Tant af bcEgor*, but the trnpossibilitj of Btamng ■ 
Scolchnian!"' 



Bithtr Way. 



^ithtr Way. 

"Wi]l you have me?" said a Toong num to a 
modest Utile girl. " No, John," sold she, "but yoa 
may have mc, if you wilL" 

CDnjurDT aad no Conraror. 
A lellow, who went about the country playing 
flieig'hi-otlhitod Iriclu, was ti|ipiehended and carried 
bclbre the sapient moyorof a town, who immediate- 
ly ordered him to be commitled to priBon. " For 
what?" said the fellaw "Why, sirrah, tho people 
say you ore a conjuror !" " Will your worship giie 
me leave to tell you what tlie people say of yon 7* 
"OfmaTwliatdaielhcyBajofmeifellow!" -Tbsf 
sa,j jou ore no conjuror." 
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Benevolenee of George IIL 

When Lord North introduced Dr.* Robertsni to 
the king, his majesty made many inquiries conoem- 
ing the medical professors of Edinburgh, and the 
state of the college, of which the doctor woa princi- 
pal. Being tlius taken upon his own ground, tlie 
listorian expatiated at kirge with gravity and de- 
corum on the merits of the Edmburgh College ; 
mentioned the various branches of learning which 
were taught in it, the number of students that 
flocked to it from all quarters of the wcMrld ; and; in 
reply to his majesty's particular inquiries concern- 
ing it as a school of physic, he olmerved, that no 
college eould boast of conferring the degree of 
physic on so many gentlemen as that of Edin- 
ourgh ; for it annually sent out more than forty 
I)hy8icians, besides vast quantities of those who ex- 
ercise the lower functions of the Acuity, as sur- 
geons, apothecaries, &c. *^Heaven>" exclaimed the 
king, interrupting the doctor, ** Heaven have mercy 
on uiv poor subjects P' 

Sir John MtUicenU 

One asked Sir John MiUiccnt, a man of wit, how 
he did not to conform to the grave justices his 
brethren, when they met. ^ Indeed,^* answered he, 
* I have no other way to do, than to drink myself 
down to the capacity of the bench.*' 



ti 



TTu Fishmonger, 

A gentleman cheapening flsh at a staU, and being 
asked what he thought an unconscionable price, ex- 
claimed, — " Do you suppose I pick up my money in 
the street?" " No, sir," replied the vendor, **6«« /do.** 
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Reasonable Fear, « 

**I am afraid of the lightning/' munnnred a 
pretty "wonian, during a thunder-storm. ** Well you 
may be,** sighed a despairing adorer, ** when your 
heart is steel.** 

The BUannga cf Trial hf Jury, 

A juryman, not so pliant as many, was repeatedly 
singular in his opinion, but so determined as always }j 
to bring over the other eleven. The judge agked ^? 
him once, how he came to be so fastidious ? " My 
lord,** said he, " no man is more open to conviction 
than I amr but I have not. met with the same 
pliancy in others ; fi)r il^has generally been my lot 
to be on a jury with elemn obstinate men.^ 

The Brevoer, 

A brewer was drowned in his own vat Mr. 
Jekyll, being informed of the circumstance, said, 
that the verdict of the jury should be, — ^'* Found 
floatmg on his watery biert" 

Slave Trade, 

Sir John Doyle being told in the house of com- 
mons, by those interested in keeping up the slave 
trade, that the slaves were happy, he said, it re- 
minded him of a man whom he had once seen in « 
warren, sewing up the mouth of a ferret : he re- ^ 
monstrated wiw the man upon the cruelty of the 
act, but he answered,—*" Lord, sir, the ferret lUce9 it 
above all things.** 
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Lord SkafteBbury, 

The history of this nobleman, in the Biographia 
Britatmica, is a mere panegyric on him. A bon- 
mot of himself conveys the truest idea of his char- 
acter. Charles the Second said to him one day, 
** Shaflesbury, I believe thou art the wickedest M.- 
low in my dominions." He bowed and replied, 
** Of a subject^ sir, I believe I am." 

Good Repartee. 

A gentleman, says a late London paper, walking 
past Westminster bridge, inquired how the bridge 
answered. The reply was ready and witty — ^*If 
you'll step to the gate, you'll be twTd." 

New Way to Pay Old Debts. 

A fire happening at a public house, a man, pass- 
ing at the time, entreated one of the firemen to play 
the engine upon a particular door, and backed hu 
request by the bribe of a shilling. The fireman 
consequently complied, upon which the arch rogue 
exclaimed, — ** YouVe done what I nevw could do ; 
for, egad, youVe liquidated my score !" 

Smart Rtiort, 

Lord B wore his whiskers extremely large 

Curran meeting him, "Pray, my lord," said be, 
** when do you intend to reduce your whiskers to 
the peace establishmeni V* *^When you, Mr. Car- 
ran," said his lordship, " put your toDfue upon the 
9ivUli8t." r r ., —9 -T— 
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Bruising BSiateh, 

A pfovincial paper, giving an account of a bruis- « 
ing match between two men of the names of Hill 
and Potter, concluded hj saying, — " That after six« 
teen rounds, HiU beat his antagonist AoUoto." 

The Sising Oenernttion. 

A methodist parson observed, in one of bis difl- 
eourses, that ** such was the change in the pn9ifb 
manners of the nation, that the rising gcneratioki . 
rarely lie down till three o*clock in the morning.** 

Orthography, 

The following correspondence occurred lately :-^ 
'Mr. P.*s compliments to Mr. Q., and thinks it un- 
necessary his piggs should go through his ground.' 
Whereupon Mr. Q. replied thus ; * Mr. Q.*s compli- 
ments to Mr. P., and thinks it unnecessary to spell 
pigs with two ^ccs." 

•The Miser's Advice, 

The following advice was left by a miser to his 
nephew : *■ Buy your coals in summer ; your ftimi- 
ture at auctions, about a fortnight after quarter-day ; 
and your books at the faU of Ui^ leaf! 

Advertisement, ^ 

Some years ago, there appeared in the English 
papers an advertisement, which much resembles ons 
notions of an Jrlsh buU, in these "«OT^>^\a.^ «s» 
the title to the advertisemeiit;— ''"Eisers Twr^^«s^ 
own washer-tDoman P 
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The Worst of cdl Crimea. 

An old offender being asked, ^^hether he had 
committed all the crimes laid to his charge? u- 
Bwered, — ^ I have done still worse— I sufiered my- 
self to be apprehended." 

Welsh Tourists, 

A Welsh tourist, among many other judieimts ob. 
nervations, remarked, that ihe ma<i-hou8e of Lanark 
was in a very craxy state. 

Charity known hy its Fruits. 

An ill-natured C3mic said that the charity of a 
beneficent neighbour was induced by a wish to be 
extolled. " Ay, sir," said the object of the charity, 
" if we sec the hands of the clock go rights we are 
very sure that the mechanism inside cannot be going 
very wrong.^* 

Sensibility, 

A lady who had pretensions to the most refined 
feeUngs, went to her butcher, to remonstrate with 
him on his cruel practices. ** How," said she, ** can 
you be so barbarous as to. put innocent little lambs 
to death ?" " Why not, madam ?" said the butdier ; 
** you wimldn^t eat them alivo^ would you?" 

Trade, 

A gentleman passing Milford church-yard, a few 
^ya since, observing the sexton digging a grave, 
Hresscd him with — ^'* Well, how goes trade . in 

ir line, friend 1" " Vcvy dead, sir !" was the Ttigif* 
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Selden, 

When the learned John Selden was a member of 
the assemUy of divines at Westminst^, who were 
appointed to new-model religion, he delighted to 
puzzle them by curious quibbles. Onoe th^y were 
gravely engaged in determining the exact distance 
between Jerusalem and Jericho ; and one of them, 
to prove it could not be great, observed, " That Jish 
were carried from one place to the other." On which 
Selden observed, " Perhaps it was sedt fish ;" which 
again threw the assembly into dodbt 

Gratifying Reflection, 

An English baronet, being asked when he should 
finish his house, ingenuously answered, " Sir, it is a 
question whether i shall finish my house, or my 
house finish me." 

Alderman Wood* 

A certain alderman, when young, was thought 
clever at carving figures from wood. He was asked 
from whence he copied them? "Nowhere," said 
the worthy dignitary ; ** I made *em all out qf my 
9wn heady 

T\m» Pallas sprang fron brains of Jove« 

MaihemaHeal Wind, '■f'\' 

One monung, after a tempestnoii^ n\gMf ^hiriiiff 

which several trees were rooted up, D^. Vince, or 

Cambridgiii met a friend, who 88ad,*^Q[QiQidLXCiscifiav^> 

doctor; a' terrible wind this?* *^X«^««r x«^««^ 

the doctor, smiling ; " qiute ^ mBlHemo*\^aV. «i«?|» 

Ar I Bee it has extracted Bewral roots V 
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Lord Clonmd. 

•The kte Lord Clonmel, who never thought of de- 
manding' more than a sliillin^ for on affidflivit, used 
to be well satisfied provided it was a g^ood one. In 
hiB time the Birmingham shillings were current, 
and he used the following extraordinary precaution 
to avoid being imposed upon by taking a bad one :— 
** You shall true answer make to such questions as 
shall be demanded of vou touching this affidavit, so 
help you God. Is this a good shilling? Are the 
contents of this affidavit true? Is this your name 
and handwriting ?** 

Bon-Mot of George IV, 

The late king, when prince of Wales, atten^ng 
Lewes races, one day, when a drenching rain ke^ 
away the greater part of the expected attendants, 
on its being observed how few of the nobility had 
been upon the course, ^ I beg pardon," said the 
prince ; ** I think I saw a very handsome sprifikling 
of the nobility.** 

Welsh GenmUy. 

When James I. was on the road near Chester, he 
Was met by such numbers of the Welsh, who came 
out of curiosity to see him, that, the weather being 
dry, and the roads dusty, he was nearly sufibcatea 
He was completely at a loss in what manner^ g^t 
rid of them civilly ; at last one of his attendants, 
putting his head out of the coach, said, " It is his 
majesty's pleasure that thosQ who are the best gen- 
tlemen shall ride forwards.** * Away scampered the 
Welsh, and but one iolitary man was left bcl^Dd. 
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' And so, gir," savi Qie king to him, " ;ou tfNiuit a 

CUeman then 7 " O yes, and please jonr nujes^, 
U n good a shetiuenisn as the rest; but bur ' 
eetfjl (horse), God help hur, is not to gnod." 
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Wfl ofteD laugh at one neighbours' mistakeg ; 
they might hace smiled at our own, had they orer- 
bcard a passenger in one of our steam packets, who 
wishing to inform a French lady on board that her 
" berth was ready," made the coniinunicalion as 61. 
Itme : — " Mndam, eoirt naibb*hce tst arraiigSe." 

Taxet. 
Some profnmid financiers tell as, that it la of no 
consequence to us hoiv much we are taxed, becnuae 
the taxes raised are not thrown away, buf spent 
among us. We might aa well tell the houeewile, 
that when her lagot is burned, it is not aatUd ; it 
is merely decomposed and eenl into the atrruxpliere, 
and that it will return in some ihape or other ; both 
stories are very philaxophical i but the old lady 
would tell you that elie could not replace her tagot 
without putting lier band into Jier pocket 
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Unexpected Interpretation. 

An independent elector of one of the midlaiid 
counticSf when called upon by a young slip of aris- 
locracy, who was canvassing the freeholders, re- 
plied that if tl^ rivht honoorable candidate would 
enffngc to bestow u|)on his (the elector's) second son, 
a situation in his lordship's ^ifY, in the event of its 
becoming vacant, the suifrnge should certainly be 
given as solicited. " My dear sir," was the reply, 
** I shall be too proud to serve your son.** The scion 

of tlie nublc iiousc of was returned, and the 

vacancy anticipated by the elector sliortly occurred; 
but his lordsliip wisely disposed of it to one from 
whom he hud still something to expect The disap- 
}}ointcd voter was exclaiming loudly to one of his 
ncquaintances against this breach of faith on the 
l)art of his lordship. " I do not perceive,** answered 
his friend, " that he has been guilty of any. He 
told you tiiat he should be too proud to serve your 
son, and the event has shown that he spoke the 
trutli." 

N 

One Exception, 

A disappointed author, indulging in a vein of 
abuse against a successful rival, exdaimed, ** He is, 
without exception, tlie most superficial, self-sufficient, 
ignorant, shallow creature that ever made any pre- 
tensions to literature.** " Gently, my dear sir,** in- 
terrupted a gentleman ; "yoa quite forget yourtelfr 

Mrmoruhle saying of Kosciusko. 

WhtMi this brr.vc P»)lo nrrived at Cracow, where 
llic ri'volutiou commenced, he made, to the little 
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band of patriate under his command, ,the fiillowlnff 
heart-stirringr speech : ** We artf not Along enourn ' ' 
in number to be victorious, but wt «re enough to die 
kHth honour in defending our coufifry." 

Go to Brighton, 

A poor valetudinarian was recommended to take 
a change of air for the benefit of his health. ''Go * 
to Brixton,** said the medicd man; ^ttte air of 
Brighton is very good for pectoral complainte." ** But 
very bad for pocket complaints, is it not, doctor ?* 
replied the invalid. 

Out of Place. 

When the beau-monde held their coteries, and 
pitched tents, upon the leads of the houses, it was 
referred to a person, who, not a]^rovinff of it, said 
that it was making too grea^'an encroachment upon 
the cats. 

Curtailed. 

A strapping fellow told a diminutive man, that he 
was " curtailed of man*s fair proportion." •• If ^oa 
will just step out on the green,**- said th6 M^tle one, 
** you shall find that I am not cur-hearted^ although 
I am eur4aiied.^ 

A Good Move. 

Sheridan being on a parliamentary committee, 
one cRiy entered the room as all the members were 
seated, ajid ready to commence business ; perceiving 
no empty seat, he bowed, and looking round the table 
with a droll expression of countenance, said, " Will 
ai^ gentleman move that I may take the chair ." 
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Quizzical hut not QuixztMe. 

As a party of young men from the city wc 
riding a few daya since tlirough Cambridge, in Ne; 
England, bcin? somewhat vinous, they amused thci 
selves with * tricks upon travellers ;* spcering at the 
odd questions and laughing at their queer answe 
The sport went on merrily until one of them ask 
a sober citizen, if he would *^ have the goodness 
inform him in what State they were ?" — ** State 
Intoxication" was the ready reply of the interrogati 
The young men's heads bent to the saddle-bov 
They rode on, satisfied for the present, that th€ 
was no fun in fizzing. 

Fashionable Dinner Hour, 

Some one remarking that the dinner hour w 
always getting later and later. ^ Ay," quoth Ss 
Rogers, ** it will soon end in our not dining till 1 



morrow." 



Lord Erskine, 

At a trial about an engraving, where several di 
tingulshed artists were summoned to give evidenc 
Lord (then Mr.) Erskine, after flourishing awa, 
mode an attempt to puzzle Mr. Stothard, by drawiz 
two angles on a piece of paper, an acute and 8 
obtuse one, and asking, " Do you mean to say tho 
two are alike ?" " Yes, I do," was the answer. " 
sec," said Erskine, turning round, " there is nothin 
to be got by angling here." 

Smart Repartee. 

An officer in the army, being entertained at 
gentleman's tab\c v^hilc he was in Scotland, hi; 
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pmed.td commend very highly a dish of fish. A- 
rigid parson of the kirk, looking upon him as a re- 
probate for being pleased wiUi his dinner, said, 
** While you pamper the flesh, sir, I hope you do 
not starve the inward man ; the soul is not fed at 
the mouth, and you ought not to lust afler the food 
that perisheth/* The officer was somewhat surprised 
at this sermon in miniature ; but perceiving tbat his 
monitor was, like Sir John FalstaJQT, hugely waisted, 
he replied, with a smile, fixing his eyes fiiU upon the 
preacher's protuberant person, " I will be admonish- 
ed by your example, for I see plainly by your taber- 
nacle, that your food does not perish." He then 
proceeded to exercise his knife and fork with addi- 
tional viffonr, as the plump kirk-man encouraged 
him by his acHona not to pay any regard to his words. 

The Infernal Michine* 

The infernal machine exploded in the streets of 
Paris after Bonaparte's carriage had passed, but be- 
fore Josephine's came up ;, which being the subject 
of conversation in a miscellaneous company in £fng- 
land, some one asked what they were talkibg of ? 
^ Nothing material," answered a wit ; ** only a hhw 
up between the First Consul and his wifo." 

Anecdote from Corinne, 

It was announced at Bologna, that an eclipse of 
the -sun would take place at a certain hour ; and 
before the specified time, the people assembled in 
crowds at tlic public places to see it. Being impa- 
tient at the delay, they called loudly for its ap- 
proach, as for an actor who had caused them to 
await bis coming on the stage. At length the ex« 
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pected moment arrivt^l — but the day, which was 
cloudy, preventing a very strikinjr etVect — the mul- 
titude, finding the sight did not answer tlicir idea 
of it, began loudly to hiss I 

Attention. 

A gentleman of Cork ordered his man to call him 
up aft six o'clock ; but he awaked him at fbor. Be- 
ing asked the reason, he replied, ** He oame to tell 
him he had two hours longer to sleep.** 

A Friendly Wish. " 

Two Irishmen one day meeting ; " I am veiy ID, 
Pat," said one, nibbing his head. ** 'Riea,'* refdied 
the other, " I hope you may keep so— for fear of 
being wone.** 

Conjectural KnowU^e. 

The following brief, but |nthy diakgfae ocouned 
on the Epsom road between a Cockney and a comi- 
tryman : — 

Cockney, I say. Bill, my good fellow, vich is the 
Tay to Epsom ? 

CmintrymaiL How did you know that my naflW 
was Bill ? 
• Cockney. Vy, I guessed it 

Countryman. But how did you know that I wis 
a good feUow ? 

Cockney. Vy, Iguesscd it 

Countryman, Then guess the way to "Eptoau 

Proof, 

A woman, suspected of having given 
her husband, was apprehended by the 
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be man certainly looked very ill; yet, as tfaeia 
u no direct proo^ and as, above all tningrs, he had 
it died, there was still sorae probability in her fii- 
lur. Mr. CcmstaUe was sadly puzzled between the 
o and con ; and was at last fairly driven from the 
lid by the following appeal from the weeping 
dy : — ^ I never gave him any thing to hurt him ; 
ily open him ; and you will see how false* it is !** 

James the Second's Single Good Thing, 

There is but one instance on record of James 11. 
tering an expression of wit or humour; and, 
range to say, that would appear to have been ez- 
eased from him by the weight of his sorrows at 
6 Revolution. During the advance of the prince 
'Orange towards London, as, morninff afler morn- 
ff, some leading man or other was nmnd to have 
ft tihe king's camp during the night, and gone 
"er to the liberator, the prince of Denmark us^ to 
:elaim, as each successive instance was related to 
■ majesty, ** Est il possible ?*' (Is it possible ?) as 
he coold not believe there was so much treachery 
human nature. At length, the good prince of 
enmark found it necessary, with his wife AnoCi 
fUlow the example of those well-principled per- 
ns ; James remarked, when told of it in the mom- 
g, «• What ! is Est-il-possible gone too ?»' 

Female Courage, 

With respect to courage, the author of * L'Apo* 
gie de beau scxe,* relates a story, which, if true* 
18 seldom been equalled by man. A servant ^1 
* Lisle, remarkable for her fearless disposition, 
id a wager that she would go into a charnel-house 
, midnight, with a light, and bring from thence a 



e gir], obaci 
aUcd bcforE, 



■red in her conntry 
rflnna hu' twa. heidi 



Dr. Friend. ^^"-i 
■Dr. Friend, coming- lioma, oilot hi *" 



If highly primed 
(0 see a ladj (ikeu dimgsroiitilf lU/^WUi 
difficulty he went, or rttther was led, (o tlw I 
oTthe pstient; where, holding fast by a b 
with one hand, he seized with the ottM tha 
Wriel; hut all otteniplqto uote tlic piAatkni 
Vnhi, and be could only mumhle eut,"Dn] 
Jove! Drunk !" "Oh, msdutii," cried the w 
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he aBsaroed a tone of quiet but serere sarcasm. 
A trooblesome patient, Who only fancied himself ill, 
pestered him one day witli inquiries as to what he 
should eat " My directions on that point," said Sir 
Richard, ** will be few, and simple : you must not 
eat the shovel, poker or tongs, for they ore hard of 
digestion ; nor tbe bellows, ibr they are windy ; but 
any thing else you please 1" 

m 

Best Upper Leather, 

The following sound advice occurs in an almanac : 
— ^ If you wish to have a shoe of durable materials, 
you should make the upper leather of the mouth of 
a hard drinker $ ibr tliat never lets in water.* 

DiBcUilus, 

A fellow ipce brought a vast number of people 
together in London, by ginng out, that on a certain 
day, he would fly over Westminster Hall in the 
manner of Icbrus. One of the crowd, waiting fi>r 
this sight on Westminister Bridge, inquired of ji 
neighbour, ** Pray, who was Icarus ?" to which the 
reply was, "The son of Diddle-us, I believe.' 



. »» 



An Anonymmts Letter. 

An affectation of knowledge, is always worse 
than an ackncjftrlcdgment of actual ignorance. A 
person lately ealled on a friend to complain of a 
letter which he had received, containing matter by 
no means complimentary. " Do you know who has 
addressed this letter to you ?" said his firicnd. " No^" 
was the answer. " Then it was aivo\iytnovi»,^ «vk^ 
pose." "Fefl^**repJicd the inRullcd ^axV^,'^'^^^ ^^ 

most imperturbable gravity, " Der-y tttMWvyw.ou% vtv* 

decdf I assure joii.'* 

R 
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Dr. 'Radcliffe. 
Dr. Ridclinb vas DTariciouB, and would never jny 
liis billR, without much importunitj. A parior, after 
many fruitlcHn aKcmptB, cniight hini as ho \raa 
&»ng out in his cliariot '^ Wliji ycHi Timcal^* Raid 
Uw iloctor, " do you pretend to ba paid for such ■ 
piece rfwork J Wliy you haxe gpoilrd my paTciiient, 
nod then covered it over with cnclli to hide your 
bnd work." "Docfer," Hiid Ihe paTTOT, "mine is not 
tlie only bid work the earth hide*." " You dog, 
you," Boid tlic doctor, " are you a wit I You uiuat 
lie poor i Coinc in snd he paid." 

Lord SandiBich, 
Tdrd Sandwic1i,a mcmb(i of lliat adininjatralion 
which carried on the American war, tfaough a dir. 
nitied looking noLtemon in drcM, was eo ungain^ 
a walker in the street, that on a gentleman of hia 
■cquaintanec cxprctsing & doubt ivhctiier an indi- 
viilual at it distance vaa )iis Wdsiiip or not, Dnother 
is said to hare rcntarkcd, "Clh yes, I am sore it is 
Lord Sandwich : lor, if you observe, he is walking 
down both eldcsof the street at once." Hia lordship 
used to relate of himselt^ thai, having onco token 
iL'Ssons in dancing at Parix, he auked the prnfeimr, 
nl the conclusion, if he could do him ni 









"I should lake it as a particular Ikvotir, if your 
lordship wouU never tell any one of whom yon 
learned to dance." 

OU BailfS Wil. 
A man was Irii-d liir Btcalliig n pair of IioolB 
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away. Judge, to shoemaker, who had purmied and 
seized the prieoner — " What did Ijc say when you 
caoght him 7" Witness — " My lord, lie said he took 
the boots in joke." Judge — "And pray, how fiir 
was he off wlien you caught him?" Witness — 
•• About forty yards, please your lordship." Judge — 
** I am afraid this is carrying tlie joke too for :" and 
he condemned the prisoner. 

Valuable Evidence, 

In a case of assault, where a stone had been 
thcown by the defendant, the following evidence 
was drawn out of a Yorkshiremon. "Die! you 
■ee the defendant throw tiie stone ?" " I saw a stone, 
and I*zc pretty sure the defendant tlirowed it." 
** Was it a large stone ?" *' I should say it wur a 
lai^gish stone." " What was its size ?" " I should 
•ay a sizeable stone." " Can't you answer definitely 
how big it was ?" ** I should say it wur a stone of 
■omc bigness." ^ Can't you compare it to some 
otlier object ?" •* Why, if I were to compare it, so 
as to give aoinc noiion of the stone, I sliould say it 
war as largo as a lump of chalk." 

A Ocod Understanding. 

The following anecdote ia related in the John 
Bull, an English publication :— ** A simple fellow in 
the country being informed that the Cabinet were 
united, and that there was a good understanding 
between Lord Grey, J^rd Altliorp, Lord Durham, 
and Sir Jas. Cruliam, said that he was glad to hear 
even thtt — but in these times he thought it would 
be better if tlii:y iiad a good understanding apiece I 
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Wdtiihio Medal. 

A Frcuohman snccTcd at a British soldier for 
weiirinjr a Waterloo medal, a tiling wliich did not 
cost the English government three francs. " It may 
have cost the English government only three 
franc?," said the soldier ; " but it cost the French a 
Napoleon besides." 

Bold Reply, 

James the Second, who so seldom said a good 
thing, one day said a very ill-bred one. He declaim 
in the midst of his coartiers, that ** he had never 
known a modest man make his way at court" To 
this observation, one of the gentlemen present 
boldly replied, **And, please your majesty, wboee 
fault is that ?" The king was struck, and remained 
silent 

A Good Sort of BHan, 

" Pray," said a lady to Foote, " what sort of man 
is Sir John D. ?" »» Oh ! a very good sort of man." 
" But what do you call a good sort of man ?" " Why, 
madam, one who preserves all the exterior decencies 
of ignorance." 

Instinct of a Bird. 

A gentleman, the front of whoee house was 
shaded by trees, used every day to watch the actions 
of a small bird whose nest he could easily distinguish 
among the foliage of a projecting branch. The 
joung birds in process of time fled^ their wings, 
and new from branch to btMicYv m \rcv\V»)i<on.^'^^^\t 
parent, until they Icfl Ihc Vice w\A Vm:^^ ^icwSa 
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•''i :lit 'i.iil. -Ix ;'i;.'-:;'!i l^-.- ip-. '!'!>. • im^t'ii ; U.- 
I ' \ ' ' ' ■> > 1 ■ . . I ■ . ' ■'.;■• ■ , ' ■ 1 : ' : ; : ; ! \ 

:'( :ii.i i:m «! ii« .ii I .1 1 1 . 1 , .uk! ( ihIc.iximii i d i)\ i \ 1 : y 
niniiiH to outicc tiinn hack, hut the ,voiiiifr truaiitH 
liaviiijT ioiiiKi tlic iiM' of tluMr itinioiiH, mmui \v{\ hrr, 
aiid iiotliiii^r luorr wiu* hoard of thoiii. Wliat lUDHt 
RuriiriiHMi tho jriMitlcnian wan that Ihr iiioIImthIioiiUI 
■till inhabit the trcr, (nfiuriilly nlifr|iiiii||r u|n)ii tho 
{rroimd nnii piokiiijjr up wonuM or ituuiIhs whirh 
fihn bore to tbr no8t. Day aHrr «lny paNHrd, ami ntill 
her occn)>ntioii wuh tho HauiOf auil Hho hoMoui if 
ever went out of nipht of tlir troo. At Imjrih ruri- 
wity prompted tho jirtMitlouinu to aKoortain th<* niumi 
of Biirh 8trnn|i^ couduot on tlic |Mirt of tho bird. 
Ho accordinfrly hn<i tlio noHt takon down. It oon- 
tained a bird lully f(*ntJiorod, wiiich in vain oHHayod 
to flv froin tho plnru of itn hirlh. On rlomT oxaui- 
ination, it wrh Ibund that tho lojr of tho littlo priH. 
oner waB clorady rntiLn}rlod in houio lioPKu-liair 
which lined tliu interior of tho n<*Ht Whon trood, it 
won unable to fly, Uiough itH wingH wcro {NTfortly 
fledged. 

THme at Royal Diecrrtion, 

Tlio ffroat have alwnvH Ikh^u flatU^nMl ; hut novor 
was adulation onrritMl iarthrr than on tlm fiart of a 
lady of lionotir to Quoon Anno. Thn (pUHMi liaviuff 
aHMd her what tlie tinio waH, ^Whatovor tiuiu il 
may ploaao your nii^jcHty," wnM tlio n^ply. 

VnplraiMnt CmnplmenL 

Mr. Pitt bciiiif in coni|Mny witli tJin late DiirluwH 
of Gonloii, wlio spoke tho Hnakch dtali'Ot in tho 
broBckwt niannori olic tolil liini that wnin of her 
fondly had goiir to Franco, and waa oikod by liiiii 





why At w«B not of tho party. She Baid, ia anEwer, 
"Thai it was vory awkward lo be in a conntry, 
anil not know the language." " Why," uid Mr. PiU, 
■■ your gnce has not found any audi incoDTenience 
in ^gUnd." 

Point. 

The old duchesH of Bedford, if bom, as ahe her- 

■elf once declared, before nervea cama in faahion, 

had not at least been born botbro it wae iaahicmahla 

to paint. Her grace was indeed, notorioualy addicted 

Lord North one day asked George HI. when hi< 
majesly had seen the old lady ! The king replied, 
" Ho had not seen lier face, nor had any other per. 
son, ha believed, for more than twenty yeare." 

Candeictn»vm in Latt. 
When Dr. Johnson courted Mrs. Porter, he told 
her be was of mean extraction ; had no money ; and 
had BD uncle hanged '. The lady, by way of redu- 
cing hemlf to an equality with him, rejdied, that 
ibe had no ntoie money than himaelf ; and that, al- 
though ahe bad not a reUtion hanged, she bad iifly 
who dtgtrvtd hanging. And thai wai accompliabed 

IntcUigence of Birdt. 
A gentleman, residing in Catskill, relalea tho fol- 
lowing : — A Bon of bis, in the early part of the sea- 
son, p\A \ip a cage in hie garden, intended for the 
blue bird. Soon aflcr it was com^eXcd, t. ^lu cJi 
wrens paid it a visit, and being pinoMi flVii. 4» 
Umemeot, Incii pnimiinninii and iiQmnMxiDe&^<'>"^^i>% 
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m. netft Before, however, tlic nest was completed, a 
pair of Uoe-birds arrived, laid claim to tiie ca[re, 
^ and after a hard battle, succeeded in ousting the 
wrena, and forthwith completed the nest on a plan 
of their own. Bat the male wren was a bird of 
spirit, and not disposed to submit tamely to tiie in- 
jury. "Some days after, watching his opportunity 
when hia antagonist was away, he entered the cam', 
and commenced rdling tlic cg^ out of the nest fie 
had thrown out but one, when the blue-bird dis- 
<»7ered him, and, with loud cries, made an immedi- 
ate attack. The wren sought safely in a ncighboar- 
ing currant-bush, and, by his activity in dodging 
about among the branches and on the ground, suc- 
eeeded in eluding his enraged adversary. The blue- 
bird gave up the chose, and returned to examine tlie 
condition v£ his nest. The egg had luckily fallen 
on a soft bed, and was not broken. After a careful 
examination, he took it in his claws and returned it 
safely to the nest 

Veracity. 

A gentieman in company with Mr. Q. Bannister, 
boasted that he had destroyed five hundred men with 
his own hands. ** Sir," said Charles, " I have killed 
a fow in my time also— let me see ; five at Madrid, 
ten at Lisbon, twenty at Paris, thirty at Vienna, and 
double -the number at the Hague. At length, com- 
ing orer from Calais to Dover, I had scarce disem- 
barked, when a desperate follow of an Irishman 
killed me." "Killed you!" said Munchausen; 
•• what do you mean by that ?" " Sir," replied the 
wit, *« I did nol dispute your veracity, and why 
should you quilsiion mine ?" 




Take Advice. 

An oM (Fcntlcman, wJio used \o frsqtunt tbeChap- 

ter coSbc-liousc, bcing.uowcll, tliought be mig^ 

one (lay lie look nn opiXiitiinily of uakiag Dr. Bu- 
chfui, wiio Eat in tlic aaiiic box wilh him, what lie 
^lould tahe Sui such a complaint ?" " I'll lell you," 
taja tho lAKlor — " yoa should Uke advict." 

Difference betioeen Literal and Literary. 
During ths inetitution of a socictyJn LivGrpoali 
ftr the purpose of literary improvement, a gcntiemui 
of Etrong body, but of Ektider wit, applied to be ad- 
mitted a member ; " I think," said he to the pre«i- 
dcnt, "I must certainly be a rast acquisition to ■ 
Bociety of this kind, as I am undoubtedly a CT«rt 
man, in the literal sense of the word J" "True," 
replied the other ; " but I am ainud you are but a 
(tU'< man in (he iilerary sense of the word." 

Pare Eagliah. 
The English ambasBador demanded of Loois JtlV. 
the liberation of the Protestants vrho had been am- 
deinned to tlie galleyB on account of their relirioo. 
"What would tlie king of Great Britain nay if I 
aaked liim to liberate the priBooers m Newgate V 
"Siie." replied the smbaHador, "the king, my 
r, would grant your majesty's request, if yoo 



A teacbee one daj endeavQUiiDS to make «,^ra^ 
uadenUnd the nature and applicafiotna? >1« V""* 
nr\ mad to him, " A poaMie «A esBwaaw <i» »- 
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oeiviDg of an action, as, Peter is beaten ! now what 
did Peter do ?" The numskull paused a moment, 
and Mfatching his bead by way of aiding thought, 
with the gravest countenance imaginable, replied, 
** Well, I don't know, without he hollered P* 

Proof of Sanitf. 

Sir Theodore Mayeme, physician to king James 
I. and who made an immense sum by his practice, 
was once consulted by a friend, who laid two broad 
pieces of gold upon the table (six and thirties), and 
Sir Theotkire put them into his pocket The friend 
was hurt at his pocketing such a fee ; but Sir Theo- 
dore said to him, " I made my will this morning, 
and, if it should appear that I refhsed a fee, I might 
be deemed turn compot" 

But! 

In case of assault, where an eminent brewer was 
concerned, the following ingenious argument was 
stated in the pleadings to have been used by that in- 
dividual : ** If there be any charge made against the 
beer, rehutt it** It was this clench in jest, which led 
to the assault in earnest ; so that neither your i/nor 
your byt is a certain peacemaker. 

Legal Advice, 

** Sir," said a barber to an attorney who was pass- 
ing his door, ** will you tell me if this is a good seven 
shilling piece ?" The lawyer, pronouncing the piece 
good, deposited it in his pocket, adding, with great 
gravity, " If you'll send your lad to my office, I'll re- 
turn the four-pence." 






CompttUion of WonJtrt. 
Bercral gentlemen at n faity conteBted the bonour 
of haTUif done Ibe must eilraordiniiy tbiag. A 
reverend DD. wm appointed to be jadre of llieir 
reBpective pretenaiona. One produced his tailor'a 
bill, with a, leceipt stlached to it ; a cry went thrmgh 
the room, that tJiig would not be outdone ; when a 
aeiKmd proved that he bad arrested his tuilot fiu- 
money lent to him. The palm is his, wm the uni- 
Toraal outcry ; when a third observed, " Gentlemen, 
I cannot boast of the feats of either of my prede- 
ceSHors ; but I have Tetnroed to the owners two um. 
brcUaa that thejbod'Ulatmy house." " I'll hear no 
more," cried thetmtBrj "this is the very n«plu« 
ultra of boiHiBlj and unheard-of deeds ; it u an act 
of virtue of which I never beibrB knew any perBon 
capable : the prize is youra." 

Rati. 
■< Dick, what ore you about there T" said a gsntle. 
man to bis servant whom he saw iMtering about the 
bam. " Catclung rata, sir !" " And how many rata 
have you oai^ht 1" " Why, air, when I get the one 
I'm ^ter now, and another one, it will make two !" 

Lord PtttrbimMgh. 
Theec 



was ovorrfiadowcd by the duke of Marlborongh. On 

a temporary return from Spain, whore he was coni- 

laanding, he &und aU hia \iT0JeUa, ^to^ns^ nnd 

reeoiainondatioaa taken by the roiiftiAtS "A ytSeten- 

t^um, irhitJi diBgasbed him bo rouc^, v\iiA >» ™™^ 

A'nMcIf into a sodan cliait to tcWwft Iwimc. «* 
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drawing the curtains all round, sat iifdul^ng his 
own morose thoughts. As he was passing the 
streets, the populace took up an idea that he was the 
rival genera], and gathered round crying, "God 
bless &e duke of Marlborough ! God bless the duke 
of Marlborough !" " Gentlemen," said his lordship, 
pushing down one of the windows, **■ I am not the 
duke of Marlborough." ** O yes," said a spokesman 
of the multitude, '*you are the duke of Marlbo> 
rough : we know you well enough." " Gcntiemeu," 
said lord Peterborough, " I am not the duke of Marl- 
borough. Let me down," he cried to the chairman. 
Got out of the chair, and now standing, — ** I am not 
the duke of Marlborough, I t^l-jroD, and I will now 
{rive you two convincing proo^^^at I am not : one 
18, that I have but a single gumea," and he turned 
hu pockets inside out : ** the other is, that I give it 
you ;" and he threw it among them. 

Bon-Mot of George III, 

A heavy-heeled cavalry officer, at one of the ballit 
astounded the room by tiie peculiar impressivenesB 
of his dancing. J^ circle of afiViffhted ladies flutter- 
ed over to the prince, and inquired by what possi- 
bility they could escape being trampled out of the 
world by this formidable performer. ** Nothing can 
be done," said the prince, ** since the war is over ; 
then he might have been sent back to America, as a 
republication of the stamp act" 

Ptdteney, Earl of Bath, 

Lord Bath passed for one Q£^V2kv& NHSsaeeX xsvcs^Vb 

England. « When one is itv ag^v^Ms^;^ '^'''^ 

of hiB sayingBj ** it is very ©«a^ ^ VxinNW «^ 
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say : but when one is minister, it is difficult to know 
what not to wiy.'* 

Another of the Same, 

Lord Chancellor Loughborough tdd the Duke of 
Bridgewatcr, he never knew Lord Bath. *' How ?" 
said Bridgewatcr ; ** were you not a minister at the. 
same time that he was a minister ?" ** Yes," was 
the reply, ** personally ; but I used to go to bed be- 
fore twelve, and Lord Bath never was himself (that 
is, in the fbll plenitude of his faculties and gaiety) 
till aOer." 

NBgro Philo8ophy. 

John Canepole was a small pocket edition of hu- 
manity. He had a black servant who was a stout 
fellow ; and bein^ a privileged joker. Sambo let no 
occasion pass ummproved, where he could rally his 
master upon his diminutive carcase. John was taken 
■ick, and Sambo was sent for the doctor. The faith- 
All negro loved his master, and upon the arrival of 
the physician looked up in his face anxiously. Ex- 
amining the symptoms, the Doctor pronounced his 
patient in no danger. Reassured by this. Samboes 
spirits returned, and he indulged his natural dispo- 
sition fcnr drollery. "I teU you. Doctor, Massa 
Canepole will die, cause he got a fever !" ** A fever, 
you black dog," said the patient, ^ does a fever al- 
ways kill a man ?*' " Yes massa, when a fever get 
into such a Uttle man, it never hab room to turn in 
him, and if the fever no turn, you die sartin !" 

Advantages of Low Prices, 

A genHeman in end of the steam-packets asked 
ibc Btcwurd, when he onxoA lound to collect tho 
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moDey (of 6d, each, for the hest cabin), if 
there was not some danger of being blown up. 
The latter promptly replied, ** No, sir, not the least ; 
we cannot afford to blow up people at these low 
prices." 

JaeobUigm, 

Lord Peterborough, about the time of the revolu- 
tion of 1688, was anxious to obtain a fine singing 
canary from a oofiee-house keeper in London, his 
mistress having taken a fancy for it Finding the 
people obstinately bent against selling it, he at last 
contrived to steal it, leaving a female one in its 
place. Some two years afler, he ventured to say to 
the good woman of the house, that he supposed she 
would now take the money he formerly offered for 
the bird. ** Indeed, sir,** answered she, **I would 
not; nor would I take any sum for him; for, — would 
you believe it ? — ^from the time that our good king 
was forced to go abroad and leave us, the dear crea- 
ture hoB not sung a note /** 

A Terribie T/nng Out-Terrihled, 

A dull play-wright, about to read one of his 
ccHnpositions in the green-room at Drury Lane, ob- 
served, that he knew nothing so terriUe as reading 
a piece before such a critical audience. ** I know 
one thing more terrible,** said Mrs. PowelL ** What 
can that be ?** asked the author. ** To be obliged 
to sit and hear it** 

Wreeken. 

The pe^le at a certain part of the coast of Corn- 
wall, where wrecks frequently happen, used to be so 
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demoralized by the unrestrained plunder of the un- 
fortunatSkVessels, that they lost almost every humane- 
feeling. It is said, that even the clergy sunk under ' 
the dominion of this species of selfishness, and 
were almost as bad as the people. One Sunday, the 
news of a wreck was promulgated to a congregation 
engaged in public worship; and in an instant alli , 
were eagerly hurrying out at the door, to set off to- ' 
wards the spot. The clergyman hereupon called, ; 
in a most emphatic voice, that he only desired to say ^' 
five more words to them. They turned with impa- 
tient attention to hear him. He approached as if to 
address them ; when, having got to the fi'ont of the 
throng, " Now," says he, " let us start fiur !" and 
off he ran, all the rest following him, towards the 
place where the wreck had happened, which, it is 
believed, he was the first to re^ich. 

Moderation. 

The most confirmed drunkard we ever knew, was 
an old man in the land *■ of pumpkins,' who possess- 
ed the greatert possible abhorrence for anti-temper- 
anoe. Having drank nine mags of cider at a neigh- 
bour's hpose, one evening, he concluded to leave off 
a pure danial by taking another. — ^ I believe, neigh- 
bmir Ti** says old Guzzlefu notion, ** that I'll take 
another glass of your 'cider. I love good cider as 
well as any body, but as fiir swilling it down as some 
people do, I never could." 

Sir Isaac Newton, 

All the world has heard of Sir Isaac roasting 

himself before a great fire, till informed of the pos- 

BibUhy of escaping the fiitc he api>rehended, by 

pushing back his chair. The story of his employing 



the iiiijrrr i»l*a Uiiv ^lumi ht> wan ixmrtu^, am « 

lokait'«v«U^t|i«^r, in «\|\isiIIy \\\W kiumii. Vol m^ \\m% 

which li»IU»w*: — Or. ^uikrK, on«' ilav, \)i«iiiii|r Sir 

Imsc hv iip|K»Mi|iiu-ut, w UK toUi \\\ li M'i\aul I hut 

Uk* |»liiUiM>)ih«-r ^ax \\\ his MiitU. N\i onr wu* |h*i 

mittfil to ili»lurh hini lhrrt>: hni tm it «\am luMr liiu 

^ IK'r tiiui*, Iho vinitor hhI iK»\\i) to «\uit lor hiiii. 

lh AlWr a time, liiuitrr wan hrtm^^ht in a Uulid 

^, chicken uiuirr u t^ncr. An Ikmi )MhM'ti, aiul Sir 

'' l*uac (lid not u)i)tfiir. *V\w iliH-tor ulo the limti umf, 

rmrrini; up tliiMiiipIv iii*<li, i>iiiir ihr hi-ix.iiil ih\^r. 

aiioflHT tiir htT nittHt«*r. Hrfinv ihut wuh ri'iul\, tho 

irnnit man t'uini' iktwu; \\v ii|iitU»^>i/ril l(»i hin itrluv, 

nml uihlctl. "(ii\o iiir hut li-a\o to tttko iiiy hhiiri 

dinner, an«l 1 hIuiII hv ut >«>ur hiuiri*; I urn iiiliKiioil 

and taint." Snyin^r ihirt, \\o hHod tho ruMT, iiuilt 

witluiut any rmution, liirnnl uiii»ul to Stiikfly \> tlh 

a aniilc : " S<*tV mi\h hi>, '* wiiul \vt> MliidiouH |iiKi|iki 

arc; J lurirut 1 had diiuul." 

Ifii/iMTl .IfiMirrf. 

A |M'rmin rmpkiyrd hy a idrk fri>iitkiumn hi ri>ad 
t(» him, very huiii oxiiicrd a Kmut uiilitiiilti lii mtum- 
hli', whnu'vrr Uv vniiw tu any wnrd not ImhillKhiK 
hi hiN mothrr tuiiKUr. 'rin-il with thin, at li'lialh, 
thf) Nick iiiaii iii(ki-(l him il' hn itHxWy |ii I'toiidiHl hi 
know uiiy iilhiT liiiiKiiiiMn than hia owil. ** Why. 
really, Hir," itiiHwiTi-il tho miliirliuiahi n*adur, ** I 
cuiiiiot cxurlly huv I dit; hiil I hiivn a ImiUllir whu 
ia |iorfc<!fly aniiiumU'd wilh I'Vi'iiih." 

Jiifiii lliiiiynn. 

Whiit lint now iti-noiiiiiiiilnl minrr fiita urnro 
iwiut'.r\y f4\\\i't\ t'hiMtnitiM inm. VVIhii Jnhii Ihin 
yuii, iiulhur uf Ihi: rili'.iim'n I'luKrckti, wiiH ill 
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Shrewsbury jail tor proacliiiiir and prayingr, a pt?n- 
tk'iuan wJio kiifw his ahhorrrnct' for any tliinp^ 
popish and wished to j»lay ui>on liis |>oculiarity, one 
25tli of December sent his servant to tlie poor Puri- 
tan, and desired his acceptance of a large Christmas 
pie. John took little time to consider ; but, seiuiif 
the pest}', desired Uie messenger to thank his mas- 
ter, and " Tell him,** added he, ** I have lived k>njf 
enough, and am now hungry enough, to know the 
difference between Christmas and pie.''^ 

Preventive of Jealousy, 

A beautiful young lady having called out on ugly 
gentleman to dance witli her, he was astonishecTat 
the condescension ; and believing that she was in 
love with him, in a very pressing manner desired 
to know why she had selected him from the rest of 
the company. " Because, sir," replied the lady, 
" my husband commanded me to select such a part- 
ner as should not give him cause for jealousy." 



Paying TbH. " 

A tar, with two wooden legs, passed over Ilump- 
ton-bridge the other day, and paid the usual halfl 
penny. ' Thence he stumped to a neighbouring 
public house, and asked for a half pint of beer, say- 
ing he would have had a pint but' for paying the 
toll. " Lord love you," rejoined Boniface, ** you hod 
AG right to pay, you are no foot passenger, for yea 
have no feet" " No more I an't," exclaimed Jack, 
" and shiver my timbers if I don't have it back.** 
With this determination he repaired to the toU 
l^per, laid down tlie ground of exemption, which 
^as aliowcdi and Jack rejoiced over a full pint 
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Happine»8. 

A captain in tlic naw, meeting a friend as lie 

landed at Portflinouth Point, boasted tliat he had 

his whole ship's company the lioppicst fellows 

the world. ** How so ?'* asked his iricnd. ** Wh^, 

have just floeved sttienteen, and they are happy it 

over ; and uT tlic rest are happy Uiat tliey have 

kped«" 



MUH 

■ ▼ :l ill 



An Expedient* 

Tlie following anecdote is related of Sir Robert 
Walpde: Being afhiid, on one occasion, that the 
bidhopfl wouldYote against him in a question before 
die house of lords, ho induced the Archbi8liop of 
Cantarbury to stay at homo for two or tlircc days, 
and circulated a report that his grace was danger- 
ously ill. On the day of meetings tlie house was 
crowded with lawn-8ko\'es, not one of which voted 
against the court ! 

7^ IfroomSeUer. 

Bacon was wont to commend much tlie saying 
of an old man at Buxton, who sold brooms. A 
young spendthrift came to him for a broom upon 
trust, to whom the old man said, — " Friend, hast 
thou no money 7 borrow of tliy buck and of tliy 
belly ; they'll never ask thee for it : I shall be dun- 
ning thee every day.** 

Wit on a DtalhJbed, 

8wifl*s Stella, in her lust illness, being visited bv 
faer physician, he said, ** Madam, I hope we shall 
•oon get you up the hill again.** ** Ah,** said she, 

S 
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*^I am afraid, befbre I get to the top of the hiB, I 
riudl ho out qf breath** 

WoBhington'B PunetualUy, 

When General Washington assigned to meet 
congress at noon, he never failed to be passing the 
door of the hall, while the clock was striking twelvo. 
Whether his guests were present or not, he always 
dined at four. Not unfrequentlj, new members of 
congress, who were invited to dine with him, delay- 
ed until dinner was half over ; ond he would then 
remark, ** Gentlemen, we are punctual here. My 
cook never asks whether the company has arrived,, 
but whether tlic hour has." When he visited Bos- 
ton, in 1789, lie appointed eight o*clock, A. M. as 
the hour when he should set out for Salem ; and 
while the Old South dock was striking ei^t, he 
was mounting his horse. The company of cavalry 
which volunteered to escort him, were parading in 
Tremont street after his departure, and it was not 
until the general reached Charles River bridge, that 
they overtook Iiim. On the arrival pf the corpse 
the general, with perfect good nature, said, ** Major 

, I thought you had been too long in my 

fiimily, not to know when it was eight o'clock.** 
Captain Pease, the iSither of the stage establishmeni 
in the United States, had a beautifhl pair of horses, 
which he wished to dispose of to the general, whom 
lie knew to be an excellent judge of horses.. 'Hw 
tr^neral appointed five o'clock in the morning to ex- 
amine them. But tlie captain did not arrive with 
the horses until a quarter past five, when he waff 
told by the groom that the general was there at 
five, and then fidfilling other engagements. Poase» 
^uch nioirtified^ va& obliged to wait a week for an- 
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Mtgt opportunity, merely ftr delaying the ftrit 
^pMiter of an boar. 

Old^ hut not to be tired on. 

A tzm^eUer, Gomingf into the kitchen of an inn on 
a very cold night, stcwd so close to the fire, that he 
homed hia hoots. A little boy, who sat in the 
chimney comer, cried oat to him, " Take care, sir, 
or yoi| will bom your spars." **J&fy boots you 
mean, I suppose,*' said the traveller. ** O no, sir,*' 
leplied the arch rogue, ** they be burnt already,''^ 

Another, 

One poor beau told another, that his new coat 
was too short for him. **True," answered he of 
the short skirts : ** I assure you, however, it will be 
bmg enough before I get another." 

Hole versus Dam. 

Ned Shuter thus explained his reason for preftr- 
ring to wear stockings with holes, to having them 
damed : — ^ A hole," said he, ** may be the accident 
of a day, and will pass upon the best gentleman ; 
but a dam is premeditated poverty."*^ 

Retort Courteous. 

Dr. Busby, whose figure was much under the 
oommon size, was one day accosted, in a coffee-room^ 
fay an Irish baronet of colossal stature, with, ** May 
I pass to my seat, O giant ?" when the doctor, po- 
litely making way, repUed, " Pass, O pigmy !" ** Oh 
siE, said the baronet, ** my expression referred to the 
size of your intellect" ** And my expression, siTt** 
said tlie doctor, ** to the size of yours." 



" SiuipoeB jou wore kxt in a, fbg ," BUd h 
hii DoUe rolaliTe, the MarduoDeaB — " wbs 
tnoit liketj to be r" ** JViM, of conno," re 
Udfahip. 

Otorgt III. and Ae Whigt. 
When the Whi{fe cuno into power ia It 
turned out every body, even Lord Baud 
Duster of the ■tug-hounilB. The king met 
■hip, soon bAst, ** How do jou do 7** criec 
jeaty. " So thoj have turned jou oS'l H 
my ftult, upon my honour, tor it was f r 
Oould do to keep my own place." 

Di^nUioni ! 
Home Toohe, in Ms " Divcraioni of I 
troducea the derivation of King Feiu' 
Greek noun Hpcr .' as thue, — ospcr, opei 
per i nipkin, nipkin, pipkin, pepin kin; 
pin : And, in another work, we find tb 
)f [Mcklcd cucumber from King Jerei 



pli gratia, — King; Jeremiah, Jcremiih 
Kingf jtrkin, firkin, pickled eocum 
le of Mr. Foi, m derived from B. 



t 



tfauB, — Itainy day, ri 
refnard, Fta'. 



TJit mracle. 



1 old mus-pricBt, in tlie reign ( 
the bib[e wrts traiiRbted^ wofl r 
jlOh of Iho five loavi's urid two fii 
to tiw vettc Ihirt tuckona th 
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'•IfalBdalltlierurlitward, and purged all thole 
**• Grood,** rei^^ toe other ; ** then, to-day, porye 
the riffht, and bleed all the left;** and then m« 
into hii oarriagfe. 

Lady Hardwicke and her BaU^. 

A bailiff, haying been ordered hj lady Hardwi 
to procure a bow of the breed and size she parti 
larly described to him, came one day into the din 
^room, when full of great company, proclaiming ¥ 
a burst of joy he could not suppress, " I have b 
at Royston fair, my lady, and got a sow exactly 
your lady8hip*s size.** 

Perfection, 

A celebrated preacher having remarked ir 
sermon that everything made by Grod was perf 
*' What think you of maV** said a deformed mar 
a pew beneath, who arose firom his scat, and poin 
at his own back. " Think of you ?** reiterated 
preacher; **why, that ypu are the most per^ 
hunchback my eyes ever beheld.** 

Recovery of a Spendthrift. 

A nobleman, whose son was a hard drinker, i 
had been cutting down all the trees upon his esti 
inquired of Charles Townshend, who had j 
returned from a visit to him, " Well, Charles, fa 
does my graceless dog of a son go on ?** ** Wh^ 
flhould think, my lord,** said Charles, " he is on 
recovery, as I left him drinking the woods." 



Clerical Preferment. 

Among the daily inquiries after the health of 
^ged Bishop of DurViam, Awxm^ Vaa indispositii 
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m one WIS iDore fledoknMly ponotnal than the fibhop 
of , and the invalid eeemed to think, that 

other xDotiTea than those of anxious kindness might 
contribote to this solicitude. One mcttning he 
ordered the messenger to be shown into his room, 
and thus addretMsed him : — ** Be so good as to present 
my compliments to my Ldrd Bishop, and tell him 
that I am better — much better ; but that the Bishop 
of Winchester has got a sore throat, arising from a 
bad cold, if that voiU do r 

State Affairs, 

A coach containing four members of parliament 
was overturned in the Strand. A countryman 
passing inquired who were the unfortunate persons; 
and being told, ** Oh, let them lie," cried he, ** my 
fiither adnsed me not to meddle with state affairs.** 

Charles JL 

The following anecdote, if it have not much of 
the wit, has at least a good deal of the character 
of * the Merry Monarch.* He had a saying that fiv<s 
made the best company. It happened Uiat a recniiiU 
inff captain was so remarkabljr misuccessful as to 
raise only five persons. When it was proposed that 
he should be broken for negligence, the king in- 
quired how many he had raised; on being told, 
*• Oddsfish !** cried his majesty, *« he shan*t, for five's 
the best company in the world.** 

Ferguson the Plotter. 

When this famous person was taken up for his 
concern in some of the plots of the reign of Charles 
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If. and hroiiiflil Ik lore Fiord Nolfinirliain to he ex- 
amined, liis lordsliij) said, " I iiitcnid to be very Uriel' 
with you, Mr. I'eriru^on, and only ask one or two 
(juestions;" to which the prisoner replied, with liis 
usual aeriuKjijy of tone, " And I intend to be as 
ehort as your lordship, and not answer one of Uiem." 
Whereupon he was committed to Newgate. 

Delicacy, 

A courtier of the time of Charles II* — ^the great- 
est of his &ge — used to pay the following pretty 
compliment to the scruples which are entertain^ 
by ladies on the subject of age ; he used to say to 
his lady every New Year's Day, "WeD, madam, 
how old will your ladyship please to be this year V* 

Examjple, 

Examples make a greater impression upon us 
than precepts. An oii counsellor in Holbom used 
to turn out his derks every execution day, with this 
compliment, ** Go, ye young rogues, to school and 
improve.'* 

Sir Franci$ Bacon, 

When Queen Elizabeth made her fiunoua pro. 
cesiuon to SL Paul's, to return public thanksgiving 
ibr the destruction of the Danish armada, the 
citizens were ranged along one side of Fleet street, 
and the lawyers on the other. As the Queen passed 
Temj^e Bar, Baoon, then a student, said to a lawyer 
that Aood next him, ^ Do but observe the courtiers; 
if they how first to the citizieiiA^thfii^ am in debt; if 
to VB, tbey are in law.'' 



r 
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TVantposition of Syllables. 

One of our most celebrated poets, occasionally a 
little absent of mind, was invited by a friend, whom 
he met in the street, to dine with him next Tuesday, 
at a ooontiy lodging he had taken for the summer 
months. The address was, ** Near the Green Man 
at Dolwich," which, not to put his inviter to the 
troaUe of pencilling down, our bard promised fidth- 
fiilly to remember. But when Tuesday came, he, 
Adly late enough, made his way to Greenwich^ and 
began inquiring for the sign of the DuU Man. No 
such sign was to be found; and, after losing an 
hour, a person guessed, that though there was no 
Dull Bian at GWentmcA, there was a Green Man at 
DulwUk^ which the gcntieman might possibly mean. 
This remark connected the broken chain, and our 
poet took his chop by himself. 

Who would Groan af»d Sweat ? 

When Foote was in Paris, in the course of an 
evening*s conversation with some English gentlemen, 
the subject turned on Mr. Gorrick^s acting ; when 
some of the company expressed their fears of that 
great performer's rehnquishing the stage. ** Make 
yourselves easy on that head," replied the wit, ** for 
ne*d play Richard before a kitchen fire in the dog 
days, provided he was sure of getting a sop in the 

James II. 

James It. having appointed a nobleman to be lord 
treasurer, when the exchequer was in a very ex- 
hausted state, he complained to the king of the irk. 
aomoncss of tiic ofBce, as the treasury was so empty. 




Effict of Poetry. 

Jamos 1. Gret craned bU twentj-twD ahillbiB piMHi 
called JacobiiBGH, wilh hie head crowned. Be »tta- 
mxit coined his tweatj Bhilliag pieces, where ir 
wore the laurel iDslead of (he crown. Ben JaneoB 
observed on this, that" Foeta always cune to porertr; 
King Jamet no sooner began to weoi b^ya, Uun bt 
fell two sbillingB in the pound." 

A SeoKnuUilt Hint. 
Dean Cowpcr, of Durham, who w>a verj ecooom- 
iol of his wmc, dcsconling one da; od the eitraor 
diriary performance of a man who woa blind, h« 
reiuarked, that t)ie poor fellow could see no more 
than " tliat bottle." " I do not wonder at it at al^ 
sir," replied Mr. Drake, a minor canon, "En tw 
have Been no more than ' that bottle,' bU the afler- 



Potlhumoui TraneU, 
ProfeBBor Pormn being- ones at a dinner pariT 
where Iha eonvetaalioQ turned upon Captain Cook 
and his eolebrated VDyages round the world ; tm is- 
norantperson, in order la contribute hia mite towardi 
the social inlercoarso, aakcd hiOJ, " Pray, was Cook 
killed on his first voyage ?" "I belieie ha waa," 
anawercd Poreon, " though he did not mizMl it atacbf 
but immediately entered on i aecond*** 
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Hospitality. 

There is a delightful smack of old England in 
tbtt following anecdote. The famous Tom Thjorne, 
who was very remarkable for his good Irause-keep- 
mg and hospitality, standing one day at his gate in 
tiw conntry, a beggar coming up to him, begged his 
worship would give him a mug of his smaU beer. 
" Why, how now !'* said he, ** what times are these, 
when beg^^ars must be choosers ! I say, bring this 
ftUow a ndug of strong beer." 

No Akemative, 

A porter passing near Temple Bar, with a load 
on his shoulders, having unintentionally jostled a 
man who was going that way, the fellow ffave the 
porter a violent box on the ear, upon which a gen- 
tleman passing, exclaimed, ** Why, my friend, will 
Tou take that V "• Take it,'* replied the porter, rub- 
mng his cheek ; ** don't you see he has given it me ?" 

Original Anecdote, 

During the passage of one of our elegant steam- 
boats down Long Isknd Sound, last summer, a gen- 
tleman, not much accustomed to polished society, 
came so late to the dinner-table, tiiat he found it 
difficult to obtain a scat ]^e stood some time with 
his hands in his pockets, looking wistfully at the 
nnoking viands. He was at last noticed by the 
captain, who relinquished to him his own chair and 
plate, when he commenced carving a pig that lay 
before him. Having finished, he passed portions of 
the dish to all the ladies in his immediate neigh- 
bourhood, and then heaped a plate for himself. He 
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>t been Berred, uii 
. laiomt fig} Bl» 
TC))licd in the aflirtnative, and he iccordinglj buid. 
cd Irt the plate w)iich he had reaened for /anutlf. 
Her ladjeUp feeling her dignttf aoiaewbtt oSeaded 
at BO bountiful a flervicc, obsf rvcd with protruded 
lipa, lai.id enbogh to be heard all aloUDd — "Idant 
inane a cart-load T' The gCDliemaii, at her reinuk, 
btcaine the object of aUenticui to all at hia end 
of the tsljlc, and, determining to retort upon her for 
her exceeding civility, watched her motions, and 
observed that she hod dispatched the contents of 
the plate wilb Utile corenumy. When this was ac- 
coinplished, he cried out " Madam, if you'll back 
your cart up tbis way, I'll give you onalAer bfod." 
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